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A Short Form for Daily Reflection
ADAPTED FROM LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK

Make the sign of the Holy Cross and say:
In the name of the Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Read the Psalm for the Day (A table of daily psalms can be found in
Lutheran Service Book, page 304).

Read “Today’s Reading” if there is one listed.
Read the Daily Lectionary selections.

Read the Reflection for the Day.

Say the Apostles’ Creed.

Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

Pray one of these little prayers:

(In the Morning)

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger;

and | pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands

| commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.

In the morning go to your work with joy, singing a hymn, such as the
Ten Commandments, or what your devotion may suggest.

(In the Evening)

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that
You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands | commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

If it is evening, then go to sleep promptly and cheerfully.
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Eighteenth Sunday After Trinity
OCTOBER 4, 2026

Today’s Reading: Matthew 22:34-46
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 4:21-40; Matthew 8:1-17

w“u

Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And he said to him,
‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.” (Mat-
thew 22:36-28)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

“Jesus, tell us, which is the great commandment in the Law?” Who's
asking and why? The question comes from a so-called “expert” in the
Law, he’s a lawyer from the Pharisees. Why does he ask? Is he testing
Jesus to see if he remembers what he was taught in his Torah classes?
Or is the question digging at something deeper? Is the lawyer trying

to satisfy Old Adam’s attempt at keeping laws to gain God’s approval?
“Give me the greatest law, Jesus, and I'll focus on keeping that!” Boil all
the commandments down to one; surely, | can keep one, right?

Can you hear it? The voice of Old Sinner wants to prove himself to
God. “Give me the greatest commandment, and if | can keep that one,
the rest should be easy.” Oh, how we all love to turn the law into a
ladder. Each rung, each step, is a step closer to God. We are wired to
think this way. Man-made religions are built to operate this way. Give
me a list, give me something to do, give me a ladder to climb, and with
a determined will, up we go. The problem is, if we take Jesus at his
word, we can’t even get off the ground. If the first step up the ladder to
heaven is the “great commandment,” who are we kidding?

Why is loving “God with all of our heart and with all of our soul and
with all of our mind” such an insurmountable step? The simple answer
is that our hearts, souls, and minds are diseased by sin. Not only do

we not want to love God in such an all-encompassing way, but we also
can’t. Our love is naturally bent inward on ourselves. We love ourselves
above God and above others. That's the hard facts. The truth is, the
only way forward is going to require a death. Our old self must die. Who
wants to do that?

The one who answered that lawyer’s question is also the one who came
to die. Jesus came down from heaven, knowing you could not climb up.
God has first loved you, so now in Christ, you may freely love him back
- not to earn anything from God or climb some ladder, but to live as
one loved by Jesus. Faith can’t help but love him back, and that love is
well-pleasing to God.

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; The Law no peace can ever give
(LSB 555:8)
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Monday of the Eighteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBERS, 2026

Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 10:12-21
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 5:1-21; Matthew 8:18-34

“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.” (Deu-
teronomy 10:17)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

God has made it pretty clear what he requires of his people. What does the
Lord require of you? To fear him, to walk in his ways, to love him, to serve

him with all of your heart and soul. This is not a suggestion. This is what God
demands. But there is a promise behind these demands; if you do these, you
will live. We all want to live, don’t we? God has given you the requirements, so
what are you waiting for?

We've all done it, innocently or not. When there is something we want that

we can't have, or when we desire something we don't deserve, there's always
bargaining — making a deal to get what we want. It might involve a fair trade:
“I'll give you my brownie for your slice of apple pie.” It could be an unfair trade
taking advantage of someone: “I know you are desperate for money; I'll give
you 20 dollars for your guitar.” Or it can be downright devious, like a bribe:
“Give me your bike, and | won't tell what you did.” That's our old sinner at
work, attempting to get something we don't deserve or haven't earned by using
persuasion or coercion.

We try bargaining with God, too. “God, if you give me this, I'll do this for you.”
How often have those words crept into our prayers? Bargaining with God
easily can slip into bribing God, usually with our “good works.” God owes me,
we think. I've sacrificed, I've been really good about going to church, having
my devotions, helping those in need — now it's your turn, God, | deserve your
favor. What we are really asking is for God to give us what we think we deserve
because we've earned it, but have we? He's been pretty clear about what he
requires of us, and if we're honest, we've fallen way short. At best, we've fallen
into unfair trading with God; at worst, we are guilty of attempting to bribe the
God of gods and Lord of lords.

God takes no bribes. But God is into trading, and it's not fair trading either.
God himself took on our human flesh and lived the life that fulfilled all he

has required of you, in Jesus. Jesus says to you, “Let's make a trade.” I'll take
all your shortcomings and lawbreaking that deserve God’s condemnation. I'll
take your punishment and die your death. In exchange, I'll give you my perfect
righteousness that gives you the riches of heaven and God’s eternal favor. Now
that's a deal! And it’s yours in Christ!

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

As by one man all mankind fell and, born in sin, was doomed to hell, so by one
Man, who took our place, we all are justified by grace (LSB 562:5)
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Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 6, 2026

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:(1-3) 4-9
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 5:22-6:9; Matthew 9:1-17

“God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:9)

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

Three words. Four syllables. Yet no greater words have been written, nor great-
er words confessed, “God is faithful.” Our very lives depend on these words.

All our hopes are anchored to these words. Every promise of God made to you
hangs on these very words, “God is faithful.” What does this mean? Simply put,
God's faithfulness means that God is true to himself and he is true to his Word.
Think about all the ways we can describe God’s character; he is holy, just, good,
unchanging, eternal, wise, all-powerful, all-knowing, all-present. He is loving,
kind, patient, merciful, and gracious. This is who God is, and because he is
faithful, he will always act accordingly. This means he is trustworthy, and when
faith trusts God to be true to who he is, our faith will never disappoint or be put
to shame.

God is not only true to himself, but he is true to his word. This means when God
makes a promise, he will keep it. He will never go back on his word. He will nev-
er change his mind. He will never over-promise, making promises he can’t keep.
This is why God’s word is a rock we can confidently stand upon, and a shelter to
find safety. It is an anchor to hold us in the storms of our lives, and a surround-
ing shield to protect us. His faithful word is like a compass that leads us, even
if we can’t see what is ahead of us. His word is truly a light upon our path and a
lamp to our feet.

Because God is true to himself and true to his words, he calls you to whole-
heartedly trust in him - he will never let you down.

But what about when we let God down? What about when we are unfaithful?

Is God still faithful, even then? Oh yes! A thousand times, yes! Our unfaith-
fulness does not cancel out God's faithfulness. This is the wonderful, beauti-
ful, mind-blowing truth and gift of God’s faithfulness. “If we are faithless, he
remains faithful” (2 Timothy 2:13). This means his forgiveness is never-ending
for you. If we confess our sins, remember what God promises? He is “faithful” to
forgive you and cleanse you from all of your unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).

You have been called by God, called by his gospel. And in his gospel promises,
he will keep you, because he is true to his word. So, when you find yourself be-
ginning to question God’s love for you or his forgiveness for you. When doubts
flood your mind or challenge what has been promised to you, remember God is
faithful. He has called you, and he will keep you.

In the Name I« of Jesus. Amen.

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me (LSB 809)
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Wednesday of the Eighteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 7,2026

Today’s Reading: Matthew 9:18-38
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 6:10-25; Matthew 9:18-38

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

A woman suffering for twelve years from a horrible disease, a dead daughter,
two blind men crying out for mercy, a demon-possessed man who could not
speak - all healed by Jesus. With just a word and with just a touch, those who
suffered incurably were made whole. Just another day in the life and ministry of
Jesus as he traveled from city to village, teaching in their synagogues, proclaim-
ing the good news of the gospel, healing every diseased and afflicted person
that was brought to him. No wonder there were always crowds around him,
hungering for spiritual food and longing for a healing touch.

Gut-wrenched! Deeply moved with visceral emotion! These words best describe
the compassion Jesus had when he saw the crowds gathered around him. Why
the agonizing reaction? When Jesus’ eyes looked on the crowds, he saw much
more than just their physical needs. They were beaten up and beaten down
with no one to defend or care for them. Harassed - being bullied by sin and
the Devil. Helpless - being thrown away and dejected with no hope. The Good
Shepherd was deeply moved to see sheep in need of a shepherd who did not
have one.

“I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep...declares the Lord God” (Ezekiel
34:15). Our God is not a spectator watching us from the sidelines. No, he gets
down in the mud with us. He becomes one of us, so that he may be our shep-
herd. God's compassion always moves him to action. For the harassed, Jesus
comes with good news of a future life free from the effects of a fallen world.
For the helpless, Jesus brings words of hope: God has made the impossible
possible. An incurable disease? Helplessly blind? Death? The harassing Devil?
No problem. Jesus has come to overcome them all. Your sin? Your guilt? Your
shame? No problem, Jesus has dealt with them all.

The Good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. That's exactly what Jesus
did for you. He was harassed, bullied, and beaten. He chose to be helpless as
he was nailed to a cross and ridiculed for being unable to come down from it.
Jesus was so moved with compassion over you, and all who are harassed and
helpless against their sin, that it killed him. He took your disease, he took your
death, he conquered your grave, so you may live under the care of his loving
compassion. He will keep you. He will keep your life. He will keep your going
out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore (Psalm 121).

In the Name I of Jesus. Amen.

Heavenly Father, strengthen me to live this day trusting in your unfailing prom-
ises and love for me, all for the sake of Jesus, my Good Shepherd. Amen.
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Thursday of the Eighteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 8, 2026

Today’s Reading: Catechism: Table of duties: to bishops, pastors and preachers
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 7:1-19; Matthew 10:1-23

“He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught,
so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who
oppose it.” (Titus 1:9)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

Your pastor has been given one job - to be a steward of the word of God. That
is the task above all others. It is a noble job with great responsibility. It is a
humbling job that is not interested in personalities or personal opinions but in
the faithful teaching and preaching of God’s word.

Faithful preaching puts the spotlight on the crucified and risen Son of God.

It may not be what people want to hear, but this is the calling and the job
description of a faithful pastor: “preach Christ!” The apostle Paul knew the
temptations for a pastor to preach what people want to hear or to preach on
his latest interest. He writes to Titus and lays it out for him: hold firm to the
trustworthy word of God and faithfully hand it over to others. There you have it!

Paul knew the importance and the value of a good pastor, so he wrote letters
to young pastors to encourage them. Luther also knew how vital it was for
pastors and preachers not only to know the job but also to carry it out, even in
the face of opposition. So, Luther included in the Table of Duties some of the
passages of Paul's letter to pastors for their encouragement. “Hold firm to the
trustworthy message!” Watch out for obstacles that could hinder the message.
The devil is all about putting roadblocks in the way of God’s word being
faithfully proclaimed. The battle is a real one that would cause Paul to write,
“We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our
ministry” (2 Corinthians 6:3).

Let us hold firm, my dear Christian, to declare and defend the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Let us support those who have been called and entrusted as stewards of
God'’s word. They need our prayers. They need our encouragement. Too many
pastors feel alone and have little or no support. As Paul understood the need
to build up those called to the ministry of the word, may we also seek ways to
build up those called to shepherd the flock of God as undershepherds of the
Great Shepherd. This too is a noble task. May our Lord fill all pastors with the
resolve of Saint Paul, “Woe to me if | do not preach the gospel!”

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

0 almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, gave to His holy apostles many excellent
gifts and commanded them earnestly to feed His flock. Make all pastors diligent
to preach Your holy Word and the people obedient to follow it that together
they may receive the crown of everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
(Collect For the Holy Ministry)
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Friday of the Eighteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 9, 2026

Today’s Reading: Matthew 10:24-42
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 8:1-20; Matthew 10:24-42

“So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will acknowledge
before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, |
also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 10:32-33)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

History is full of men and women who fearlessly confessed Jesus Christ as their
Lord. They could not deny him. James the Great, one of the twelve disciples who
heard these very words of Jesus, was killed by the sword by King Agrippa. Even
to this day, those who confess Jesus as Lord are persecuted and put to death.

It has been estimated that one in seven Christians face persecution around

the world, and twenty-five Christians die for their faith every day. Yet our Lord
Jesus says, “do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather
fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). That
should get our attention!

What does it mean exactly to confess Jesus? First, it means we get Jesus right.
We are bold to believe who Jesus is according to the Scriptures, without adding
or subtracting from them. So, if we deny Jesus, we also deny the Scriptures. If
we deny that Jesus is the Christ, then we deny every promise God made in the
Scriptures, “for all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus]” (2 Corinthians
1:20). If we deny that the promises of God have been fulfilled in Jesus, then
where do we go with our sin? What assurances do we have in the face of death?
What are we living for? What are we willing to die for?

Secondly, to rightly confess Jesus, we need to get his gospel right. Confessing
Jesus is not simply admitting who he is, like getting a test answer correct. No,
we actually join our voices to John the Baptist and confess, “Behold the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). We profess what Jesus
came to do and what he actually did for us. He came to rescue real sinners who
cannot save themselves. We faithfully confess Jesus when we believe in his
promises, as outlandish as they may seem. Faith grabs hold and says, Yes, Lord,
you're all | got! How can | deny you? Where will | go? Who else can | trust?

Confessing Jesus is the Christian life, the daily life. What is there to fear that
Jesus has not covered? What is there to be afraid of that Christ has not already
promised? Jesus will never deny you. He stands before his Father's throne
pleading his case for you (1 John 2:1). How can we deny him? Don’t hedge your
bets, put it all on Jesus. You can't lose, because he’s already won, and so have
you!

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

On Christ, the solid rocR, | stand; all other ground is sinking sand. (LSB 575)
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Saturday of the Eighteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 10, 2026

Today’s Reading: Introit for Trinity 19 - Psalm 78:1-3, 4b; antiphon: Psalm
35:3b; 34:17a, 6b; 48:14a
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 9:1-22; Matthew 11:1-19

“We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming genera-
tion the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that
he has done.” (Psalm 78:4)

In the Name *F of Jesus. Amen.

Here we have evangelism at its most basic level. We open our mouths and tell
of the glorious deeds the Lord has done. Most people tend to be intimidated

or overly stressed about sharing their faith. They are not sure exactly what to
say. They are afraid of saying the wrong thing or of not having the answers to
questions that may be raised. The psalm keeps it simple and natural. You don't
have to come up with your own words or some spectacular story. Just tell of the
glorious and mighty deeds of the Lord, the wonders that he has done. You have
the Scriptures. Let them tell the story. You can start by telling of God's creation
and the Fall and how God made the first gospel promise in Genesis 3:15, and
then how he clothed Adam and Eve with the skin of a sacrificed animal. You can
recount how God made good on a promise to a childless 75-year-old man and
his wife that they would have a son, and that through his family, all the families
of the earth would be blessed. Retell the incredible story of Joseph and Moses.
How God used them to preserve and then rescue his people out of an impos-
sible situation. So many glorious deeds and wonders the lord has done. In the
telling of these stories, you are telling the story of Jesus. You are letting the
Scriptures preach about Christ. He is the fulfillment of the first gospel promise
in Genesis. He is the one who shed his blood to cover our shame. He was born
miraculously to save his people and the peoples of the world from their sin.
Jesus is the great rescuer who delivered us from our bondage to sin and death.
Through his death and resurrection, we are set free and have the promise of
the Promised Land in paradise. We have the greatest book on evangelism in the
Scriptures, and as we simply tell the story, we are preaching Jesus. Of course,
you can tell your story too. Tell of the glorious deeds and wonders God has
done in your life on account of Jesus. That's what the demon-possessed man
did after Jesus cast a legion of demons out of him. He begged Jesus that he
might go with him, but Jesus instead said to him, “Go home to your friends and
tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on
you.” When we stop and think about it, isn’t it amazing how much the Lord has
done for us and how he has had mercy on us all? Let’s not hide it, but let’s tell
the story. It's a marvelous one.

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

All who confess Christ’s holy name, give God the praise and glory. Let all who
know His power proclaim aloud the wondrous story. (LSB 819:5)
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Nineteenth Sunday After Trinity
OCTOBER 11,2026

Today'’s Reading: Matthew 9:1-8
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 9:23-10:22; Matthew 11:20-30

“But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins’—he then said to the paralytic— ‘Rise, pick up your bed and go
home.”” (Matthew 9:6)

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

What is the thing at the heart of Christianity? People will argue all day
(and all night!) about what the beating heart and core of the Christian
faith is. How do we find this out? Naturally, we turn to the written word-
the Bible, Holy Scripture, the testimony of what God has done and is
doing. And naturally, within the Bible, we would want to look specifi-
cally at the Gospels during Jesus’ earthly ministry. And when we open
those sacred pages, we find... confusion!

The scribes are watching this with a chip on their shoulder. They are
constantly out to get Jesus, and they seek here to charge him with blas-
phemy, a crime that was in those days punishable by death. They will
go on to claim that he has made himself out to be God. Of course, the
problem with this accusation is this: it's not blasphemy if you actually
are God, which Jesus is!

And here Jesus says that the issue at the heart of all of this is that sins
might be forgiven. And only God can forgive sins. So by forgiving this
man'’s sins, by assuring him of a good standing before God, Jesus is
stating the truth- that he has this authority because He is God in the
flesh. This will enrage the scribes and the Pharisees as well, because
they have blinded themselves to the truth- that the Messiah has come
and is the one whom they see now.

What's true for a paralytic on a bed is no less true for you today. Dead
in your trespasses, you are carried, week after week, not on a bed but
by the prompting of the Holy Spirit to come and receive the medicine of
immortality, the thing at the heart of it all: the forgiveness of sins- the
forgiveness that's freely yours, won by Jesus for you. So, dear Christian,
glory in the words of Jesus here: “Take heart... your sins are forgiven.”

In the Name I of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty and merciful God, of Your bountiful goodness, keep from us
all things that may hurt us that we, being ready in both body and soul,
may cheerfully accomplish whatever You would have us do; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Monday of the Nineteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 12, 2026

Today’s Reading: Genesis 28:10-17
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 11:1-25; Matthew 12:1-21

“Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring
you back to this land. For | will not leave you until | have done what | have
promised you.’ Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the LORD
is in this place, and I did not know it And he was afraid and said, ‘How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven.” (Genesis 28:15-17)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Imagine this: you're getting ready to leave church. You put your hymnal
back in its place on the back of the pew (or in your bag... plug for per-
sonal hymnals here!), get your jacket over one arm, and out of nowhere
you hear a voice, booming, saying “Behold, | am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land! For | will not
leave you until | have done what | have promised you!”

wild right?
Well, that's... kind of what happens.

When you're in Divine Service, you actually are in the house of God and
the gate of Heaven. For wherever Jesus is, that is the house of God. It is
the gate of Heaven, for that is the place where your sins are forgiven,
and you find a right standing before God.

And you hear something very similar to God’s words here at the end
of the service. Each service ends with a benediction, where the pastor
(who is in the stead of God in that place!) speaks words not too dif-
ferent from this, blessing God’s people with the continued promise of
his presence and provision. What can we say to that? How about “How
awesome is this place!”

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Within the Father’s house The Son has found His home, And to His tem-
ple suddenly The Lord of life has come. (LSB 410:1)
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Tuesday of the Nineteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 13, 2026

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 4:22-28
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 11:26-12:12; Matthew 12:22-37

“to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and
is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your
minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true
righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 4:22-24)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

You might have heard your pastor use the phrase “put to death the

Oold Adam,” or, when explicitly applied to baptism, “drowning the Old
Adam.” Such violent imagery might shock us, especially if we have
never heard it before. But that's really what is happening in our day-
to-day life, and it's what is happening in our reading from the epistle
to the Ephesians today. The “old self” called the “Old Adam” by Mar-
tin Luther, is the natural state of man. Man is born at odds with God,
wanting to serve only one being, himself. Turning away from God’s

will for his creation, he does whatever he wants, which is to say, sins.
This is at all stages of life, every day, in all conditions. Sin is fun, sin is
sweet, sin might help you get ahead and get what you want, but sin also
breaks stuff. Sometimes, it literally breaks stuff when it destroys things.
It breaks up relationships, it breaks bonds of love between friends,
between children and parents, and between you and God. Sin breaks
stuff. And so sin, and the old Adam that goes with it, has to be killed.
Drowned, in fact. That “old self” and “former manner of life?” Drowned
in your baptism. Forgiven by God. Paid for by Jesus.

What went into that font was a wretched, sinful, rebellious creature.
What came out was a saint washed clean. And this washing is a lifelong
gift. This washing is an event that you can come back to (yes, even if
you don’t remember it. Chances are you don't, as you were probably
really small when it happened.) It is this washing that signifies to the
devil, the world, and your sinful flesh that you are one called by name,
and washed clean of that old Adam, and that you are a new self, creat-
ed after the likeness of God.

When the devil tries to hit you with guilt, shame, and the “what about?”
Tell him it was all drowned in the font.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism You called us to be Your own
possession. Grant that our lives may evidence the working of Your Holy
Spirit in love, joy, peace, patience, Rindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control, according to the image of Your only-be-
gotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
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Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 14, 2026

Today’s Reading: Matthew 12:38-50
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 12:13-32; Matthew 12:38-50

“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, ‘Teacher,
we wish to see a sign from you.’ But he answered them, ‘An evil and adul-
terous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days
and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (Matthew 12:38-40)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Signs are beneficial. If you drive or ever ride in a car, you know this.
Sometimes, signs can give you directions. A sign that says “right turn
only” means that the road after that goes one way only. In Florida,
there is an underwater cave called the “Eagle’s Nest.” It's one of the
most notorious underwater caves, on account of its being incredibly
dangerous. There is a large sign at the entrance that says “STOP.” Pre-
vent your death. Go no further. There’s nothing in this cave worth dying
for. Clearly, that sign is telling you to stay out of the cave!

But what the Pharisees are after is something altogether different. It
seems like they are casually asking him to do something for them. They
even phrase it so nicely, too, don't they? “Teacher” is what they call
him. They seem so polite. But underneath that politeness lurks malice.
Because from the earliest days of his ministry, they are always seeking
to entrap Jesus, to catch him on something where they can arrest him,
haul him in, put him on trial, and put him to death. They knew what
they had already seen. All of Jesus’ earthly life testifies to his being the
Messiah who would save God’s people from their sins. They just don’t
want to believe. No doubt if they had gotten their sign, they would have
wanted another, and another, and another. Because the problem is,
they have no faith.

Those are the wicked ones. They only see the sign of Jonah testifying
against them and their unbelief.

But for the ones who do believe, the ones who have had their sins
forgiven by Jesus, the sign of Jonah is not a testament against them but
the best news that there is. Since Christ has risen, his people will rise
too!

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.

All the earth with joy is sounding: Christ has risen from the dead! He,
the greater Jonah, bounding From the grave, His three-day bed, Wins
the prize: Death’s demise— Songs of triumph fill the skies. (LSB 462:1)
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Thursday of the Nineteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 15, 2026

Today’s Reading: Catechism: Table of duties: what hearers owe their pastor
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 13:1-18; Matthew 13:1-23

“We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who

are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest
regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other.” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:12-13)

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you
as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be

a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Heb. 13:17
(What the hearers owe their pastor)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

If nobody ever told you this, being a pastor is hard sometimes. Scratch
that, being a pastor is hard a lot of the time. From weeks with back-to-
back funerals (yes, you read that right) to someone being incredibly
nasty, sometimes being a pastor is hard.

But being a pastor is a joy as well. Being a pastor means, quite simply,
that you get to bring Jesus to people!

So what does Dr. Luther admonish his hearers to do here? First, he cites
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13. It says that those who labor (work hard) among
you are to be respected. Why should someone show respect to those
who labor among them and are over them in the Lord? It is because
that man (the pastor) is the one whom God has called to bring Jesus to
His people. Pastors are not just there for no reason. They bring Jesus to
you!

So pray for your pastor! Offer words of encouragement to him. He keeps
watch over you because he must give an account to the Lord on the last
day. Not only that, he keeps watch over you because Christ keeps watch
over you, yes, dear Christian, even you. The same Christ who promised
never to leave or forsake his disciples has also promised never to leave
or forsake you. The same Christ who said that he is the good shepherd,
that his sheep hear his voice, has sent an undershepherd to care for
you, yes, even you.

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

Preach you the Word and plant it home To men who like or like it not,
The Word that shall endure and stand When flow’rs and men shall be
forgot. Preach you the Word and plant it home And never faint; the
Harvest Lord Who gave the sower seed to sow Will watch and tend His
planted Word. (LSB 586:1, 6)
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Friday of the Nineteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 16, 2026

Today's Reading: Matthew 13:24-43
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 14:1-2, 22-23, 14:28-15:15; Matthew 13:24-43

“He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, “Gath-
er the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.””” (Matthew 13:28-30)

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

The summer we bought our house, | wanted to plant a garden. So, | got a
rototiller (very fun machine by the way) and tilled up a big old patch of soil,
one that got a lot of sun and lots of water when it rained. | got some good seed
from the store, planted it in nice, neat little rows with little signs that declared
that pumpkins grew here, and here were the carrots, potatoes, and squash. You
get the picture. | knew there would be some tending, some watering, and the
occasional weed-pulling.

I was not prepared for the pigweed.

At first, it seemed like little sprouts covering everything. | thought at first it was
some kind of clover, but then it kept growing, taller and taller. | found out it
was called redroot pigweed, and it completely took over. My garden was toast.
In that moment, | understood a little more about the parable of the weeds.

My garden was completely choked out by the pigweed, but God’s garden is
different than my pitiful attempt. God is first and foremost a God of mercy, and
it is within his character to be merciful. This is why he lets the weeds grow. He
does not want to risk a single stalk of wheat being ripped up along with the
weeds.

And remember, this is a parable. This is not actually about weeds and wheat.
Ordinarily, a gardener would be happy to tear that weed out by the roots,
especially because the weeds steal nutrients from the crop. And if that means
sacrificing a small bit of the crop, so be it. But remember, we aren’t talking
about wheat. We are talking about souls. The hearers of this parable would
have thought this was reckless and crazy. But God is not reckless, and God is
certainly not crazy. He is so careful to keep his people that he does something
that seems even wilder to the world: he sent his son, Jesus Christ. He did not
send him to take over an earthly throne or to punish humanity. He sent his son
to die for the sins of the world, and yes, that means your sin, too.

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

Of all his scattered plenteousness One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, And
bears a harvest hundredfold: “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” (LSB 586:5)

HIGHER THINGS® REFLECTIONS 17
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - REFORMATION DAY



Saturday of the Nineteenth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 17,2026

Today’s Reading: Introit for Trinity 20 - Psalm 48:1, 9-11; antiphon: Liturgical
Text
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 15:19-16:22; Matthew 13:44-58

“We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your
temple. As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends of the
earth. Your right hand is filled with righteousness. Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your judgments!” ( Psalm
48:9-11)

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

What does your routine look like as you get prepared to go to church on
Sunday? Your week might be extremely busy, and you might be lucky to
even make it to church. Blessed are you, the Lord is still there in all his
mercy for you. But if you have a few minutes, especially before you go to
sleep on Saturday, just take a couple of breaths and think about the stead-
fast love of God. And that can be, quite simply, a lot to think about.

You can go through the steadfast love by thinking about what goes on in
your typical Divine service. After the opening hymn, the first thing that hap-
pens in a Divine Service is Confession. Confession is where we come before
the Lord of Angel Armies, the Creator of Space and Time, the One who Made
You, and admit that we are poor, miserable sinners, who deserve nothing
but hell and condemnation for our sin. We have failed to love God, we have
failed to love our neighbor. If you walked into an earthly courtroom and
just flat out admitted to a laundry list of heinous crimes, you would be
arrested and charged. But in the presence of the very Lord of the Universe,
you are declared innocent for the sake of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who
has paid for all your sins for you.

And that's not all! The grace absolutely overflows in the divine service. You
hear the readings, where God tells us of his love for his creation, ultimately
point forward to the gospel reading (that’'s why we stand for it) and shows
his love chiefly in the person and work of his son.

After that is the Eucharist, where Jesus comes to dwell bodily with his peo-
ple, to be with them and to confer the forgiveness of sins once again. All
for you. Steadfast love of the Lord? Indeed.

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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St. Luke, Evangelist
OCTOBER 18, 2026

Today’s Reading: Luke 10:1-9
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 17:1-20; Matthew 14:1-21

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

We know from the gospels that St. Luke was not one of the Twelve Disciples of
Jesus, but the early church historian Eusebius wrote that St. Luke was among
the seventy-two sent out ahead of Jesus in Luke 10. Paul's letter to the Colos-
sians refers to Luke as the “beloved physician.” As we draw these few details
together, let us find in the feast day of St. Luke an opportunity to give thanks to
God for the Office of the Holy Ministry and the Means of Grace, and the healing
God works in us thereby.

There is a sense in which Luke 10 speaks mostly to pastors—they are those
sent out ahead of Jesus into every place the Lord wants to go. They are faithful
lambs going out where there is danger of wolves. They bring little with them
and depend upon what is provided by the congregation. Most importantly, they
speak peace to the house they enter and heal the sick therein.

God accomplishes this by Word and Sacrament—that’s the Word of peace and
the healing of the sin-sick soul. Our Augsburg Confession, article V, teaches us
that this is why God gives us pastors in the first place: He sends them as Jesus
once sent the seventy-two to speak, to heal, to declare the Kingdom of God. It
is not because the individual men have such great heavenly power or because
they're less sinful than the rest of us—it's because the power and authority to
heal, to forgive, to grant peace all come from God and His Word!

When |, as a pastor, teach my congregation about these things, | almost always
conclude this way: Jesus is at work in this place to forgive you, to heal you, to
comfort you with His Word, His Spirit, and His Supper. His voice just so happens
to sound like mine!

One last thing: there's also a sense in which passages like Luke 10 speak to all
Christians—according to your vocations as son or daughter, friend, student,
co-worker, you, too, are called upon to bring the peace of Jesus into every
place. You're probably not called to be a pastor—yet!—but even in you, who
have received the peace of Jesus, the kingdom of God goes forth into the world.

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, our Father, Your blessed Son called Luke the physician to be an
evangelist and physician of the soul. Grant that the healing medicine of the
Gospel and Sacraments may put to flight the diseases of our souls that with
willing hearts we may ever love and serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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Monday of the Twentieth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 19, 2026

Today’s Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 or Matthew 21:33-44
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 18:1-22; Matthew 14:22-36

“Then [the Ring] said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the
wedding feast as many as you find.” (Matthew 22:8-9)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

I wonder what was going through their minds. Wave after wave of the King’s
servants came out with invitations—the King was giving a wedding feast in
honor of His Son. Such a gracious invitation, spread across the kingdom! But
they wouldn’t come. They paid no attention. They went about their business.
Some even rose up against the King's messengers and killed them. What was
going through their minds? Did they suppose the invitation to be fake? The
King wasn't really a King, the Son wasn’t really married, the feast wasn't really
happening? Maybe they thought they'd have time to come around to the feast
later, after they took care of more important things.

Parables of feasts often end up having something to do with the Lord’s Supper.
At the very least, there's usually some symbolism that makes us think about the
Lord’s Supper. This one’s a little different. While we could use this parable to
talk about worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper, the clearer meaning concerns
the worthy reception of the invitation to the wedding feast, that is, the mar-
riage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end.

If we're talking about Judgment Day, then worthiness is an even more important
conversation. Those who were not worthy were those who rejected the invi-
tation. We must be on guard against this! What are the things in your life that
would tempt you to reject such an invitation—or to extend such an invitation

to someone else? Luther reminds us that the truest preparation for the Lord’s
Supper is repentance and faith, and that’s true of preparation for the heavenly
banquet hall, too.

Here's the thing. You're not worthy. You know it as well as | do. In your sinful-
ness and rebellion and rejection, you cannot do anything to merit that invita-
tion to Christ’s wedding hall. But | suppose that's the thing about invitations.
You don't have to earn them.

The table is set. The Lamb of God has been fattened on the sin of mankind and
slaughtered for your salvation. Everything is ready. It is finished. Come to the
wedding feast at the altar—and receive there a foretaste of the greater feast to
come.

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, truest Friend, and dearest Treasure, Peace
beyond all understanding, joy into all life expanding: Humbly now | bow before
You; Love incarnate, | adore You; Worthily let me receive You and, so favored,
never leave You. (LSB 636:5)
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Tuesday of the Twentieth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 20, 2026

Today’s Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 19:1-20; Matthew 15:1-20

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no mon-
ey, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price.” (Isaiah 55:1)

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

This may be one of the most hope-filled invitations in all of Holy Scrip-
ture. God Himself is calling out to you and to the world, not to make
demands but to invite you to come, to receive, to live. “Come, everyone
who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy
and eat!” This is not a financial transaction in the marketplace. This is a
Gift from your Father in heaven. For what can be purchased with money
and price but the things of this life which do not satisfy? God invites us
higher. Come and receive those things which money cannot buy, which
your labor cannot produce! Come to the cleansing floodwaters of Holy
Baptism, the wine which carries the precious blood of our Passover
Lamb, the milk which is mingled with free-flowing honey in the glorious
Promised Land.

Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good. Feast in body and soul
upon the Word and even upon the Word made flesh. Incline your ear,
and come to Me. Seek Me where | have promised to be for you. In the
Word. At the font. On the altar. Let even the wicked of the world forsake
his ways, and let the unrighteous abandon his thoughts. There is room
for them, too. God will abundantly pardon.

Dear Christian friends, the words of Isaiah 55 are not stuck in the past
with Israel of Old. His covenant, signed and sealed in the blood of great
David’s greater Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, is an everlasting covenant
of forgiveness and life and salvation. The call rings out to you and to
the world: come and receive that which is paid in full for you, freely
offered to all who would believe. Come and see. Come and hear. Come,
eat and drink. Come to Jesus, and live forever.

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without price.”

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

Come to Calvary’s holy mountain, sinners, ruined by the fall; Here a
pure and healing fountain flows for you, for me, for all, In a full, perpet-
ual tide, opened when our Savior died. Come in sorrow and contrition,
wounded, impotent, and blind; Here the guilty, free remission, here the
troubled, peace may find. Health this fountain will restore; they that
drink shall thirst no more. (LSB 435:1, 3)

HIGHER THINGS® REFLECTIONS 21
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - REFORMATION DAY



Wednesday of the Twentieth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 21, 2026

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 5:15-21
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 20:1-20; Matthew 15:21-39

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the
best use of the time, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:15-16)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

There are so many things that compete for our time—there’s family and friends,
schoolwork and sports, and that’s hardly scratching the surface. If you have a
job, there’s another demand on your time. Do you participate in any extracur-
riculars? It's already overwhelming, all the stuff we fill our schedules with—and
now we're supposed to make room for God, too? What is the best use of our
time? Should we have fewer friends, do less homework, maybe quit a job so we
can spend more time in the Scriptures?

The answer is... probably not, but... maybe. I'd imagine you can probably find a
few minutes in your day to read the Scriptures and pray, but if not, it might be
time to have that conversation with your parents, your pastor, or perhaps some
trusted Christian friends. If the demands on your time begin to demand you
spend less time on the one thing needful, it might be time to look carefully.

We can have these hard conversations and ask these hard questions because of
who we are in Christ Jesus. Our God is even the God of time, who created time
itself, who orders our days, and who in the fullness of time entered into our
time that He might redeem us in body and soul for all time—even eternity! And
this changes how we view time. Instead of “living each day like it's our last,” we
can live each day like it’s the first one of an eternity with Jesus and with all the
faithful. Dear Christians, in Christ, you don't have a last day!

Look carefully then how you walk—be wise in how you spend your time on

this side of glory. The Scriptures you hear and read, the prayers you pray, the
relationships you cultivate, the people you spend time with, the words of peace
and joy and thanksgiving you express to one another, all these things matter.

It matters how you walk, precisely because Christ has redeemed you for a walk
with Him—both here in time and thereafter in eternity. Look carefully then how
you walk, not as unwise but as wise—as the faithful, redeemed by God, guid-

ed by His Word and Spirit, following Him always on the way that leads to life
everlasting.

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do those things
that are good and acceptable in Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand ever guide
us and Your Holy Spirit ever be with us to direct us in the knowledge and obedi-
ence of Your Word that we may obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
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Thursday of the Twentieth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 22, 2026

Today’s Reading: Catechism: Table of duties: of civil government
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 21:1-23; Deuteronomy 22:1-24:9; Matthew 16:1-12

“..there is no authority except that which God has established. The authori-
ties that exist have been established by God.” (Romans 13:1)

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

What's the image you get in your mind when you think of “power”? Govern-
ment? Waterfalls? Electric mixers? What about “authority”? A judge’s gavel?
Police officers? Parents? Making a careful distinction between “power” and “au-
thority” is becoming more and more important as we consider how the church
is supposed to interact with the state, that is, the government. Here's a simple
way to tell them apart: “power” has to do with the ability to do something,
while “authority” has to do with the right to do something. An easy illustration
of this is found in confession and Absolution. Your pastor is a poor, miserable
sinner just like you—he doesn’t have the power to forgive sins! But he has been
given the authority to forgive sins on Jesus’ behalf: “by virtue of my office...

in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ...” When it comes

to God'’s Gift of government, it is important to keep in mind the distinction
between power and authority. Remember that all earthly governance derives its
authority from God Himself. And because we recognize that governing authority
comes from God, we as Christians are called upon to be good citizens of our
earthly nations.

It's worth being aware of where our government’s authority ends and where
the power plays of sinful men begin. It's good to keep in mind that, while our
government may have the power to make laws and carry out orders which
contradict the Scriptures, no earthly governance has the authority to redefine
God or His Word, nor indeed to tell you, dear Christian, what you must or must
not believe. It's worth knowing the contents of our Constitution and its amend-
ments. But above all else, it's worth remembering and rejoicing that on the Last
Day it won’t be any earthly magistrate holding the gavel. It will be Jesus, the
One to whom all power and authority in heaven and on earth belong, judging
us and all the faithful to be righteous for the sake of His own blood.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

O merciful Father in heaven, from You comes all rule and authority over the
nations of the world for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those
who do well. Graciously regard Your servants, those who make, administer, and
judge the laws of this nation, and look in mercy upon all the rulers of the earth.
Grant that all who receive the sword as Your servants may bear it according to
Your command. Enlighten and defend them, and grant them wisdom and un-
derstanding that under their peaceable governance, Your people may be guard-
ed and directed in righteousness, quietness, and unity. Protect and prolong
their lives that we with them may show forth the praise of Your name; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus and Martyr
OCTOBER 23, 2026

Today’s Reading: Matthew 13:54-58
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 24:10-25:10; Matthew 16:13-28

“Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not this
the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers
James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us?
Where then did this man get all these things?” (Matthew 13:54b-56)

In the Name *F of Jesus. Amen.

After the beloved Christmas stories and Jesus in the temple as a young boy,
there are only a few places in the Gospels where we get hints at Jesus’ earthly
family. This is one of them. Whether the words “brothers and sisters” here refer
to Jesus’ biological half-siblings or more generally to His disciples and friends
(both meanings are possible), the point is that most people thought Jesus had
a “normal” family—that He had been born in the natural way. Luke 3 shows us
this assumption: “Jesus, when He began His ministry, was about thirty years of
age, being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph...”

In our passage the problem is simply being associated with Jesus, whether
they're technically related to Him or not. It's as if Jesus’ critics are saying, “Wait
a minute. We know this guy’s family! We know where he’s from! How can He
possibly be doing the works of God?” Has that ever happened to you? Perhaps
you've had to follow in an older sibling’s footsteps, for better or worse. Maybe
one of your teachers remembers teaching one of your parents! (No? Just me?)
It's sort of like “guilt by association”—in this case, the fact that Jesus’ earthly
family is well-known means that Jesus can’t actually be from God... or so they
think.

It is an incredible thing to think about: God took on flesh and was born into an
earthly family. But that doesn’t mean Jesus is “just some carpenter’s son”! No,
God beheld our broken families, our sibling rivalries, our humble origins from
this or that little town, and entered into it with us and for us. He became part
of our earthly families so that we by faith might be adopted into His eternal
heavenly family. You're not technically related to Him—at least not by earthly
standards. But in the kingdom of God, sons and daughters by adoption are no
less than sons and daughters by birth. Read these verses again and add your
own names. Are not Jesus’ brothers _____and _____ ? And are not His sisters,
and here with us? Yes. By faith, dear Christians, yes, you are.

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.

Heavenly Father, shepherd of Your people, You raised up James the Just, brother
of our Lord, to lead and guide Your Church. Grant that we may follow his ex-
ample of prayer and reconciliation and be strengthened by the witness of his
death; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Saturday of the Twentieth Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 24, 2026

Today's Reading: Introit for Trinity 21 - Psalm 119:1, 38-40; antiphon: Liturgical
Text
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 25:17-26:19; Matthew 17:1-13

“The whole world is in your power; O Lord, King Almighty, no one can
gainsay you. For you have made heaven and earth; you are Lord of all!”
(liturgical text)

In the Name & of Jesus. Amen.

“The whole world is in your power; O Lord, King Almighty, no one can gainsay
you. For you have made heaven and earth; you are Lord of all!” It says “liturgi-
cal text,” but it's actually from the Apocryphal extension to the book of Esther.
If I've thoroughly confused you with that sentence, ask your pastor about the
Apocrypha! And for now, let’s recall the basic story of Esther to help us unpack
this antiphon a bit more. Esther is a Jewish woman who becomes queen of
Persia and saves the Israelites from destruction. The plot of Haman is exposed
with Mordecai’s help; wicked Haman is overthrown; the Israelites are saved; and
that salvation is commemorated with the Old Testament feast of Purim. The
book of Esther never mentions the name of God, yet the providence of God is
one of its strongest themes.

“The whole world is in your power; O Lord, King Almighty, no one can gainsay
you. For you have made heaven and earth; you are Lord of all!” But it doesn’t
look that way. Not really. Whether it's violence and bloodshed, disease and
natural disaster, the secret plots of wicked men, conflict between friends and
family, or even our own anxieties, doubts, and sorrows, it doesn’t seem like the
whole world is in God’s power. Not even close. Is God really in control? How will
this story end? Will Esther prevail—or wicked Haman?

It is true that we don’t get many answers to those big “why” questions in the
Scriptures. But what we do get are stories of people like Esther that help us
see God'’s guiding hand at work, bringing about the salvation of His people.
What we do get is Jesus, born in the fullness of time (at exactly the right time)
to redeem Esther and all mankind from their sins and remove the curse that
hangs over all creation. Even when it seems like the name of God goes unmen-
tioned, we rely on the providence of God, on the fullness of time, on the cross
of Christ. Even if God’s picture is a LOT bigger than ours and we can’t quite see
what comes next, the cross of Christ reminds us Who is in control. And we know
how the story ends.

“The whole world is in your power; O Lord, King Almighty, no one can gainsay
you. For you have made heaven and earth; you are Lord of all!”

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

What God ordains is always good: His will is just and holy. As He directs my life
for me, | follow meek and lowly. My God indeed in every need knows well how
He will shield me; To Him, then, | will yield me. (LSB 760:1)
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Twenty-First Sunday After Trinity
OCTOBER 25, 2026

Today’s Reading: John 4:46-54
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 27:1-26; Matthew 17:14-27

“Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” (John 4:48)
In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

The royal official comes to Jesus in desperation. His son is about to die back in
Capernaum, and he has traveled to Cana looking for the miracle worker. He needs
Jesus to come down and heal his boy before it's too late. But time is running out,
and death is closing in. When he finds Jesus, Jesus’ response seems harsh. “Unless
you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” It sounds like a rebuke, as though
Jesus is frustrated with people who need proof before they'll trust Him. But see
what happens next. Jesus doesn’t send the man away empty-handed. Instead, he
says, “Go, your son will live.” And here’s the amazing thing - the man believed the
word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. He didn't demand proof. He
didn't insist that Jesus come with him. He simply trusted the promise and went on
his way. This is the faith Christ creates in us. It isn't a faith that demands evidence
before it will trust. Instead, it's a faith that clings to the Word of Christ even when
circumstances scream otherwise. The official’s son was still sick when he left Je-
sus. The fever hadn’t even broken yet. In fact, nothing had changed! Yet he walked
away believing, because Jesus had spoken. We live in a world that demands signs
and wonders before it will believe. Show me the proof! Give me the evidence! Let
me see it with my own eyes! But Christ calls us to a different kind of faith - a faith
that trusts His Word even when we can’t see the outcome, even when the situa-
tion looks hopeless, even when death seems certain. The next day, while still on
the road, servants meet the official with news. His son lives! The fever left him yes-
terday at about the seventh hour - the very moment Jesus spoke the word. What
the father believed by faith, he now knows by sight. But notice: faith came first. He
believed before he saw. This is how Christ deals with us. He speaks His Word to us
in Scripture, in Absolution, in Baptism, in His Supper. He promises forgiveness, life,
and salvation. We don't always see the results right away. The struggle doesn't
always end. But His Word is still true. His promise still stands. Your sins are forgiv-
en. You are His beloved child. Death has been defeated. Christ is risen. The royal
official believed the word Jesus spoke to him. So do we. Not because we see signs
and wonders, but because Christ has spoken, and His Word never fails.

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that of Your great goodness and mercy
You have given us Your holy Word, through which You work in us to draw us from
all manner of sin, and preserve us from the devil and eternal death: We pray

You that You will impart to us Your grace, that we may from our hearts hear and
receive Your holy Word, and by Your grace bring forth fruit with patience, and that
we may never forsake Your Word either in prosperity or adversity; through Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect for the Twenty-First Sunday
After Trinity)
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Monday of the Twenty-First Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 26, 2026

Today’s Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:3
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 28:1-22; Matthew 18:1-20

“And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.”
(Genesis 1:31)

In the Name I« of Jesus. Amen.

In the beginning, God created. He didn’t have to. He wasn't lonely or bored. He
didn’t create the world because something was missing in His life. God is per-
fect and complete in Himself - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - eternally blessed
in the communion of the Holy Trinity. He created simply because He wanted

to. Creation is an act of pure love and generosity. Notice how He creates! He
creates by speaking. “God said, ‘Let there be light, and there was light.” He
doesn’t struggle or strain. He doesn’t experiment or make mistakes. He speaks,
and it happens. His Word is that powerful. When God speaks, things come into
existence. When God speaks, chaos becomes order. When God speaks, darkness
becomes light. This matters for you. The same God who spoke the universe

into existence has spoken to you in your Baptism. He has called you by name
and claimed you as His own child. The same creative power that brought forth
stars and galaxies, mountains and oceans, is the power that has made you a
new creation in Christ. You didn’t cooperate with God in your Baptism any more
than the light cooperated with God when He called it into being. God spoke,
and you became His. Six different times in Genesis 1, we read “And God saw that
it was good.” Then, after creating mankind in his image, male and female, God
looks at everything He has made and declares it “very good.” All of creation -
including you - came from God’s hand bearing His stamp of approval. Sin has
corrupted and twisted what God made; we know that. But it hasn’t destroyed
the fundamental goodness of creation. You are not an accident. You are not

a cosmic mistake. You were created by God, in His image, and He called you
very good. But there’s more. After sin entered the world and ruined what God
had made good, God didn’t abandon His creation. Instead, He spoke again. He
promised a Savior who would crush the serpent’s head, and in the fullness of
time, the Word through whom all things were made flesh and dwelt among us.
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, entered His own creation to redeem it and
restore it. On the seventh day, God rested from His work of creation. But after
sin, God took up a new work - the work of redemption. And that work was fin-
ished on a Friday afternoon when Jesus cried out from the cross, “It is finished.”
Now, in Christ, you are not only a creature made by God but a new creation
redeemed by God. The same Word that brought you into existence has brought
you back to life.

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, we praise you for bringing all
things into being by the power of your Word, and for speaking that same Word
to us in Christ Jesus. Grant that we may always remember we are Your beloved
creatures and Your redeemed children, now and forever. Amen.
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Tuesday of the Twenty-First Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 27, 2026

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 6:10-17
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 29:1-29; Matthew 18:21-35

“Put on the whole armor of god, that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil.” (Ephesians 6:11)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

There is someone who hates you. St Paul doesn’t want you to be naive about
this. “We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” The devil is real, and he
wants to destroy you. He wants to separate you from Christ, to convince you
that God’s promises aren't true, that you're not really forgiven, that you're

on your own. This isn’t a fair fight. You can’t defeat the devil on your own.
You're not strong enough, smart enough, or good enough. If it were up to your
willpower or determination, you'd lose every time. That's why Paul doesn't tell
you to muster up your own courage or try harder. Instead, he tells you to put
on armor - but not your armor. God’s armor. Notice what this armor is made

of. The belt of truth. The breastplate of righteousness. The shoes of the gospel
of peace. The shield of faith. The helmet of salvation. The sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God. None of this is yours by nature. You don’t generate
truth, righteousness, faith, or salvation from within yourself. These are all Gifts.
God gives them to you, and then He tells you to put them on. The truth is God’s
truth, revealed in His Word. The righteousness is Christ’s righteousness, given
to you in your Baptism. The gospel of peace is the good news that your sins
are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. The faith that shields you from the devil's attacks
is created and sustained by the Holy Spirit. The salvation that protects your
head is Christ's finished work on the cross. And the sword you wield is not your
opinions or feelings, but the Word of God itself. See what Paul is doing? He's
not giving you a list of things to do for spiritual self-improvement. He's pointing
you to Christ and His Gifts. When the devil accuses you, you don't defend
yourself with promises to do better. You point to your Baptism. You cling to
the Absolution spoken over you. You receive Christ’s Body and Blood. You open
your Bible and read God’s promises. This is how you stand firm, so that when
the Last Day comes, and the battle ends, you're still standing. You're still alive.
The Christian life is spiritual warfare, but it's not a war that you fight alone or in
your own strength. Christ has already won the victory over sin, death, and the
devil. He's given you His armor, and He stands with you in the battle. So when
the enemy comes - and he will - you stand firm. Not because you're strong, but
because Christ is, and He's made you His own.

In the Name I« of Jesus. Amen.

“A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; He helps us free
from every need that hath us now o’ertaken. The old evil foe now means deadly
woe; deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight; on earth is not his
equal.” (LSB 656:1)
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St. Simeon and St. Jude, Apostles
OCTOBER 28, 2026

Today’s Reading: John 15:(12-16) 17-21
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 30:1-20; Matthew 19:1-15

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.”
(John 15:18)

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

Simon the Zealot and Jude, son of James, are two of the Twelve apostles about
whom we know very little. They don’t have dramatic conversion stories like
Paul. They didn't walk on water like Peter or lean on Jesus’ chest like John. Jude
wrote one short letter, and Simon didn’t even get that. In many ways, they're
the forgotten apostles.

But Jesus didn't forget them. He chose them, called them by name, and sent
them out to preach the Gospel. And according to tradition, both were martyred
for that Gospel. The world hated them because the world first hated Jesus.

Jesus warns His disciples about this in today’s reading. “If you were of the
world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the
world, but | chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” This
isn't meant to discourage you. It's meant to prepare you for reality. Following
Jesus doesn’t guarantee popularity, success, or comfort.

The world hated Jesus because He exposed its sin and proclaimed a kingdom
not of this world. The world hates Christians for the same reason. When you
confess that Jesus is the only way to the Father, the world calls you intolerant.
When you hold to God’s Word, the world calls you backwards.

But here’s what matters: Jesus chose you out of the world. You didn’t choose
Him; He chose you. He called you by name in your Baptism and made you His
own. He's given you His World, His forgiveness, His Body and Blood. He's prom-
ised that nothing can separate you from His love.

Simon and Jude weren’t famous apostles, but they were faithful. They preached
Christ crucified and risen. They endured suffering for His name. And now they’re
with Him in Paradise, wearing the white robes of the martyrs.

You may never be famous for your faith. But if you're baptized into Christ,
you're just as much His chosen disciple as Simon and Jude were. And His prom-
ise to them is His promise to you: “In the world, you will have tribulation. But
take heart, | have overcome the world.”

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, You chose Your servants Simon the Zealot and Jude to be num-
bered among the glorious company of the apostles. Grant that Your Church
may always be taught and guided by faithful and true pastors; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one god, now
and forever. Amen.
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Thursday of the Twenty-First Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 29, 2026

Today’s Reading: Catechism: Table of duties: of citizens
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 31:1-29; Matthew 19:16-30

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God.” (Romans 13:1)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

Nobody likes being told what to do. We don't like speed limits, curfews, or
dress codes. We especially don't like it when the people making the rules
seem corrupt, incompetent, or just plain wrong. So when St. Paul tells us to be
subject to governing authorities, our first instinct is to push back. But notice
what Paul says: governing authorities exist because God instituted them. That
doesn’t mean every law is good or every ruler is righteous. It means God has
established government itself as a gift to restrain evil and maintain order in a
fallen world. Without government, we’'d have chaos - everyone doing what is
right in their own eyes, the strong oppressing the weak, no justice, no protec-
tion, no peace.

This is part of what it means to live in the world as a Christian. You have two
citizenships. You're a citizen of heaven, baptized into Christ, and your ultimate
allegiance belongs to Him. But you're also a citizen of whatever earthly coun-
try you live in, and God calls you to honor that citizenship, too. Pay your taxes.
Obey the law. Respect those in authority. Pray for your leaders, even the ones
you didn’t (or wouldn’t) vote for. But what if the government commands some-
thing that contradicts God’s Word? Then you obey God rather than men, as the
apostles did when authorities told them to stop preaching about Jesus. There
are times when civil disobedience is necessary. But those times are the excep-
tion, not the rule. Most of the time, being a good Christian means being a good
citizen - not because the government is perfect, but because God has placed
you under its authority for your good and the good of your neighbor.

Here's the thing: Jesus didn’t come to overthrow earthly governments. He came
to save sinners. His kingdom is not of this world. That means you don't put your
hope in elections, politicians, or policies. Earthly governments can’t save you.
Only Jesus can. So yes, be a good citizen. Vote, pay taxes, obey the law, serve
your community. But remember where your true citizenship lies: You belong to
Christ. He's the King who reigns forever, the Lord who will never fail you. Earthly
governments come and go, but his kingdom has no end.

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, You have established governing authorities for the good of Your
creation. Grant us wisdom to honor those in authority, courage to obey You
above all, and faith to trust that our true citizenship is in heaven; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Friday of the Twenty-First Week After Trinity
OCTOBER 30, 2026

Today's Reading: Introit for Trinity 22 - Psalm 130:1-2, 7-8; antiphon: Psalm
130:3-4
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 31:30-32:27; Matthew 20:1-16

“If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with
you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.” (Psalm 103:3-4)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!” That's how Psalm 130 begins. The
depths. Not the shallows, not the comfortable middle ground, but the depths

- the place where you're in over your head, where the water is closing in,

where you can’t save yourself. Maybe you know what that feels like. The guilt
of something you've done that you can’t undo. The shame of falling into the
same sin again. The fear that God is keeping score and you're losing badly. The
depths are where you go when you realize you can't fix yourself, when all your
excuses run out, when you're finally honest about how much you need help.
The psalmist asks the question we're all afraid to ask: “If you, O LORD, should
mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?” If God kept a record of our sins, if He
tallied up every wrong thought, every selfish word, every broken promise, every
moment of pride or lust or hatred - who could stand before Him? The answer is
obvious: nobody. Not one person. We'd all be condemned. But then comes the
word that changes everything: “But with you there is forgiveness.” Not because
we've earned it. Not because our good deeds outweigh our bad ones. Not
because we've finally gotten our act together. But because with God there is
forgiveness. It's who He is. It's what He does. And you know where we find this
forgiveness: at the cross. Jesus went into the depths for you - into the depths of
suffering, the depths of God’s wrath against sin, the depths of death itself. He
took your iniquities upon Himself so that God wouldn’t mark them against you.
He stood in your place so that you could stand before God forgiven, clean, and
righteous. That's why the psalm says, “that you may be feared.” The fear of the
LORD isn't terror; it's awe, reverence, and trust. When you realize that the God
who has every right to condemn you has instead forgiven you, when you under-
stand that the depths you deserved were suffered by Jesus in your place, you
can't help but fall to your knees in wonder. “O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with
the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.” That's
the promise. It's not just a little redemption, not barely enough to squeak by,
but plentiful redemption. It's more than enough. It's overflowing, abundant. It's
for you.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

“From depths of woe | cry to Thee, in trial and tribulation; Bend down Thy
gracious ear to me, Lord, hear my supplication. If Thou rememb’rest every sin,
who then could heaven ever win or stand before thy presence? Though great
our sins, yet greater still is God’s abundant favor; His hand of mercy never will
abandon us, nor waver. Our shepherd good and true is He, who will at last His
Israel free from all their sin and sorrow.” LSB 607:1, 5)
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Reformation Day
OCTOBER 31,2026

Today’s Reading: John 8:31-36 or Matthew 11:12-19
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 32:28-52; Deuteronomy 33:1-29; Matthew
20:17-34

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8:36)
In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

On October 31, 1517, a monk named Martin Luther nailed 95 theses to the church
door in Wittenberg. He wasn't trying to start a revolution. He was trying to have a
debate about indulgences - pieces of paper people could buy to reduce their time in
purgatory. The church taught that you could purchase forgiveness and that salvation
was something you could earn or buy your way into. Luther said, “Wait a minute,
that's not what the Bible says.” The more Luther studied Scripture, the clearer it
became: we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. We are
not saved by our works. We are not saved by our efforts. We are not saved by our
money. We are not saved by anything we do. Salvation is a Gift, given freely by God
because of what Jesus has done. This was revolutionary because it meant freedom.
Freedom from the burden of trying to earn God'’s favor. Freedom from the fear that
you haven’t done enough. Freedom from wondering if God really loves you. “If the
on sets you free, you will be free indeed.” That's what the Reformation recovered -
the truth that Jesus has already done everything necessary for your salvation. But
freedom doesn’t mean you can just do whatever you want. Jesus also says, “If you
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” Real freedom comes from knowing the truth and being set
free by it. The truth is that you're a sinner who deserves death. The truth is that
Jesus died in your place and rose again. The truth is that by faith in Him, you're
forgiven, declared righteous, and adopted as God'’s child. That truth sets you free.
The Reformation wasn’t about Martin Luther being some kind of hero. It was about
recovering the Gospel that had been buried under layers of human tradition and
false teaching. Luther didn't invent anything new - he simply pointed people back to
what Scripture had always said. Salvation is by grace alone. Faith is a Gift from God.
Jesus is the only mediator between God and man. The Bible is the final authority.
These truths are just as important today as they were 500 years ago. You still need
to hear that you're saved by grace, not by works. You still need to be pointed to
Jesus, not to yourself. You still need the freedom that comes from knowing your sins
are forgiven because of what Christ has done, not because of what you have done.
So today, we give thanks for the Reformation. But more than that, we give thanks for
the Gospel it recovered - the good news that the Son has set you free, and you are
free indeed.

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort them in all temptation,
defend them against all enemies of Your Word, and bestow on the Church Your sav-
ing peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one god, now and forever. Amen.
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