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Today’s Reading: Introit for Trinity 14 - Psalm 84:1-2a, 4, 10b, 11b; antiphon:
Psalm 84:9-10a
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:19-25; 4:1-7; Ephesians 4:25-5:14

“I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 84:10)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Fancy hotels and apartments have doormen. These are the guys who stand all
day outside, rain or shine, who open the doors for guests, who carry their bags
and supplies, and who keep out troublemakers. Doormen don'’t get to enjoy the
fancy dinners at those hotels put on for paying guests. Doormen are almost
never invited to stay for lunch with one of the apartment residents. They just
stand at the door. They just welcome those who are invited, and block the way
of those who would bring shame to the place.

It is better to be a doorman in the house of God than dwell in the tents of the
wicked. He who would be everything, makes himself nothing. For in the king-
dom of God, it is the last who are first and the first who are last. Everything is
backwards and flipped upside down. Therefore, the doorman at God’s house is
better than the owner of the wicked tent. The servant is better than the master.
The one who eats a scrap from God'’s kitchen is better than those who feast
apart from Him.

We see this with Jesus, who is the ultimate doorman of God’s Kingdom. He who
is God's Son and heir puts Himself at the door. He opens the way into God’s
house by His death for our sins. Thus, heaven is opened and hell is closed for
all who believe and continue in faith. The way to God’s house has been opened
for you, and all by Christ, heaven’s ultimate doorman. Simply believe this, and
you are God's guest, those who get to come into His house and feast at His
banquet.

Jesus also carries all your burdens. You can bring to God your burdens by
prayers. When you do, Jesus shoulders these burdens. He lifts you up when you
are weighed down. He knows your sorrows and hurts, bearing those as well. All
so that you might not be crushed under their heavy weights.

Finally, Jesus keeps out the riffraff. Those who will not believe in Jesus’ salva-
tion cannot enter heaven'’s gates. They cannot pass through the door into God’s
house of blessing. It's not that God doesn’t want unbelievers to be saved. God
wants all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. But it
depends on faith in Christ, and not by our works. To those who do not believe,
Jesus calls them to repent and believe in His Word and salvation. That way, they
might no longer be riffraff, but God’s children, thus able to come into God’s
house by faith, too.

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

By Your blood, the door is open, That which leads to heavenly bliss. Guard and
keep us, Lord, forever, In the faith that gives us this. (original poem)
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Friday of the Thirteenth Week After Trinity
SEPTEMBER 4, 2026

Today’s Reading: Eph. 4:1-24
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:1-18; Ephesians 4:1-24

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

These are some of the most misunderstood words in Holy Scripture. The ques-
tion is, who does the work of ministry? Is it the apostles, prophets, etc.? Or is it
all the saints? In recent years, many churches, pastors and even denominations
have said that it is the saints who do the work of ministry. That means all the
people are ministers, every believer a minister, every believer a missionary, and
so it goes. Pastors simply are CEOs to get the people to do ministry acts.

But this is not the original Lutheran teaching. The original Lutheran teaching is
that Ephesians 4:11-12 refers to apostles, prophets, etc., namely those men who
held the Office of the Holy Ministry as God’s pastors. And these men in the Of-
fice of the Holy Ministry alone do the work of the ministry. Not all Christians are
ministers (see also 1 Corinthians 12:29). This original Lutheran teaching is found
in one of the writings of the Lutheran Confessions of 1580. One place comments
on Ephesians 4:8-12, saying: “And [Paul] enumerates among the gifts specially
belonging to the Church pastors and teachers, and adds that such are given for
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” (Treatise 67, Triglot pg. 523).
Faithful Lutherans throughout the centuries have pledged to teach no other
teaching except that which comes from Scripture and is confessed by these
Confessions.

Why does it matter who does the works of the ministry? The answer involves
the doctrine on which the Church stands or falls, justification. We are right with
God not by our works, but on account of Jesus Christ, who was crucified for our
sins and is risen from the dead. Therefore, the highest worship of Jesus is faith
in Him. Faith receives. Faith is like the hand that holds onto the gift of forgive-
ness in the Word and the Sacraments. Therefore at worship, the most important
thing is that faith receives, not that faith gives. It is muddle-headed to offer up
our works—even religious works—as the highest worship. So faith is content to
receive, and shuns doing.

At the same time, it is not wrong to confess your Christian faith in your circle. It
is great for all Christians - lay people, youths, parents, and pastors, to confess
your faith to men as God gives opportunity. Technically this is not the ministry,
and you are not under any command of God that you must. It is a fruit of faith,
and you are free to do this in your calling, wherever and whenever God gives
you opportunity. May you confess boldly in such times.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

O Lord, grant us to know Your Word and not be misled. Amen.
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A Short Form for Daily Reflection
ADAPTED FROM LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK

Thursday of the Thirteenth Week After Trinity
SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

Make the sign of the Holy Cross and say:
In the name of the Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Read the Psalm for the Day (A table of daily psalms can be found in
Lutheran Service Book, page 304).

Read “Today’s Reading” if there is one listed.
Read the Daily Lectionary selections.

Read the Reflection for the Day.

Say the Apostles’ Creed.

Pray the Lord’s Prayer.

Pray one of these little prayers:
(In the Morning)

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger;
and | pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands
| commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.

In the morning go to your work with joy, singing a hymn, such as the
Ten Commandments, or what your devotion may suggest.

(In the Evening)

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that
You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands | commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

If it is evening, then go to sleep promptly and cheerfully.

Today’s Reading: Catechism: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 19:1-21; 1 Kings 20:1-22:53; Ephesians 3:1-21

“What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? These words, ‘Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,’ show us that in the Sacrament
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given us through these words. For
where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.” (Small
Catechism VI.2)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

God has a powerful Word. When there was nothing, God spoke, and a whole
world came into being. When God sent Word by His prophets, what they pre-
dicted came true. God brought about what seemed impossible at the time—the
most unlikely thing to happen—and yet God did it. When God commanded a fish
to both swallow Jonah and to be the first submarine in human history, carrying
Jonah to Nineveh, the fish did it. When God’s Son made man spoke, His Word
was also powerful. Storms were stilled. Lepers were cleansed. The deaf heard.
The blind saw. Dead people became living again.

So it is no surprise that the words “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins” also are powerful. In the Lord’s Supper, these words place God’s own
forgiveness in the body and blood of Jesus which is in and with the bread. All
who take the Sacrament eat the body and drink the blood of Jesus. But only
those who take it in faith in these words receive forgiveness there. God’s Word
puts this forgiving body and blood in the bread and wine. Faith receives for-
giveness from there.

And an even greater gift is that this forgiveness is not alone. It comes with
other gifts of God as well, brought by His powerful Word. For life and salvation
also are companions of forgiveness. It’s as if they were friends who cannot be
separated. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salva-
tion. What kind of life? Life before God. Renewed life by the forgiveness of sins
that Jesus’ death won and that the Sacrament seals to you. And eternal life too!
The Lord’s Supper is the medicine of immortality, the true fruit of the tree of
life, that all who eat of it and also have faith in these words find this life that
God gives. Here, salvation is received as well. Forgiveness is the word spoken
by God on the last day to His believers. And the Sacrament brings that end-time
forgiveness and salvation to His believers now as the first taste of heaven.

So come when your pastor offers the Sacrament, and come spiritually hun-
gry. You will be fed, because the powerful Word of God makes this food to be
equally as powerful.

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

“For Your consoling Supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages! Preserve it,
for in ev'ry place The world against it rages. Grant that this sacrament may be A
blessed comfort unto me When living and when dying.” (LSB 622:8)
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Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week After Trinity
SEPTEMBER 2, 2026

Today's Reading: 1 Kings 18:20-40
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:20-40; Ephesians 2:1-22

“Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering and the
wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the
trench.” (1Kings 40:38)

In the Name I of Jesus. Amen.

Take that, false prophets of Baal. You, who outnumbered Elijah 450 to 1, still
lost. What a wimpy god you cried out to to show his so-called power. It didn’t
matter how you cried out loudly for him to hear. It didnt matter how much
you limped (though it was funny for the faithful to see, we'll grant you). It
didn’t matter how much of your own blood you stupidly shed when you cut
yourselves. Wouldn’t you know, false gods always demand the blood of their
followers. But it didn’t work. Your sacrifice that looked oh-so-nice on that altar
that morning was untouched by any divine being. The meat just sat there and
stank, drawing who knows how many flies.

That's because the real God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The God
of the Israelites, who is also known as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—
this is the God of your downfall, O prophets of Baal. This is the God who hides
Himself so that no one by his earthly human wisdom will ever find him. You
guys sure couldn’t. God hid Himself so well that it seemed like Elijah was the
only believer left. Yet God's weakness is greater than all your power, all your
political influence, all your earthly advantages. So it is that God may hide Him-
self even now. Maybe He is making those who hate Him think He is weak and

powerless, yet He plans to overturn them when their strength is at its strongest.

The true God poured out His sacred fire on an offering drenched in water.
Here, He proves that what is impossible for man is no sweat to the God who
made all things from nothing. Oh, so no one can make a wet sacrifice burn?
Pour some more water on. God'’s got this. After all, this sacrifice is also like the
sacrifice that would save sinners: Jesus’ death on the cross! This is the ultimate
sacrifice of God, the one that fulfills all other sacrifices—even this sacrifice of
Elijah. Elijah’s sacrifice was drenched in water and yet still burned completely
when God sent the fire. And Jesus also was drenched in water—drenched at the
Jordan River when He was baptized. But this watered-down sacrifice still faced
the fire of God’s anger at the cross, that your sins would be atoned for and your
salvation secured. Your false god Baal can do nothing, O prophets. And at the
end, you tragically see what following a false god gives - that is, only death.
Meanwhile, the God of Elijah gives life.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word and faith until our end. Amen.

Ninth Sunday After Trinity
AUGCUST 2, 2026
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Today's Reading: Luke 16:1-9 (10-13)
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 17:20-47; Acts 26:24-27:8

“[Jesus said,] ‘The master commended the dishonest manager for his
shrewdness.” (Luke 16:8a)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

We want to make this parable about us— about us being the actor, about us
being the active player; we want the Law to be the lens through which we view
it. But, goodness, that is what we want to do with every parable. The problem is
that that is the worst way to go about reading the parables. And this one is no
exception... For when the Law is the lens, then we have an almost impossible
task of figuring out what to do in this parable. The man isn't very ethical; he
isn't very upright. Go ahead and live your life according to the rules that this
man was following, and | dare say that you would be left out on the street with
no friends in sight.

The strange thing is, after the manager found out that he was going to get
canned, he went out and started rewriting the ledgers. Now, some might
want to argue that this man was being magnanimous, but you can only be
magnanimous when you are giving away your own money. But that isn’t what
the dishonest manager was doing; he was giving away his boss’s money.

Well, the time for the books to be reviewed arrives, and wouldn’t you know

it, surprise of surprise, the rich man is happy! So much so that he commends
the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. This makes absolutely no sense at
all because it would appear as if at the beginning of the parable this man had
been cooking the books, and here at the end he was doing the same...

But what if we have that wrong? What if the man wasn’t cooking the books at
the beginning, but was playing fair, was making everyone pay exactly what they
owed by the letter of the Law? And what if the rich man hated that? Could it
be, could it maybe just be that the rich guy wanted to pay for the debts of his
debtors all along? Could it be that in this parable, as in all parables, the Gospel
must prevail, and where you find someone forgiving/canceling/rewriting
ledgers from red to black, then you have finally found Jesus?

Could it be that this whole strange and crazy parable and everything that Jesus
says surrounding it is said for the purpose of turning us to the Gospel and the
forgiveness of sins, no matter how strange and confusing it might be, so that
we can rest assured that at the end of the day, Jesus has turned our dead debts
to live ones once again? Yeah, let’s go with that...

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble servants;
and that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall
please You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Monday of the Ninth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 3, 2026

Tuesday of the Thirteenth Week After Trinity
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026

Today's Reading: 2 Samuel 22:26-34
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 17:48-18:9; Acts 27:9-26

“For you are my lamp, O Lord, and my God lightens my darkness. For by you
I can run against a troop, and by my God I can leap over a wall. This God-
his way is perfect; the word of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all
those who take refuge in him.” (2 Samuel 22:29-31)

In the Name of *}- Jesus. Amen.

David isn’'t a very good man... We think quite fondly of him, and
perhaps we should, but tell me, after reading through 2 Samuel, can
you really come to the conclusion that David was the type of guy you
would want your son to emulate? Sure, the first part of his life is pretty
commendable. Humble shepherd boy who trusts in God even when

all of Israel doesn’t. Grappling with Goliath and with Saul alike, just in
different ways. Never striving for the throne, even though it had been
promised to him. Just trusting in God to protect, provide, and fulfill all
that He had promised...

And then that whole Bathsheba and Uriah thing happened when David
was in his 40s, and the rest of his life was but double, double toil and
trouble. It's amazing the dominoes that can tumble in the aftermath of
adultery (and that is putting the best construction on 2 Samuel 11:1-

5) and murder. David’s sons go mad: they abuse their sister, kill each
other, and try to commit regicide.

For two long decades, David’s life had been in turmoil, and yet the Lord
had seen him through it for His sake alone. All that David did along the
way was believe the promises of God (and even that he had trouble
doing at times)... The Law would crush him, and the Gospel would revive
him, and all along David would know that his salvation had nothing to
do with him and everything to do with Yahweh.

And so near the end of his life, only five more trips around the sun to
go, David pens this song of deliverance. We find it in 2 Samuel, but it is
also in Psalm 18. It is a song and a Psalm about the work of God, who
He is, and who he is for David. It can and should be your song, too. For
you and | are no different than that Israelite king of old: Simul Justus et
Peccator, the whole lot of us. Christ is the lamp that lightens our dark
world of sin, death, and the devil; our Rock and our fortress; our strong
refuge, making us blameless for His sake alone!

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high; O truth unchanged,
unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: We praise You for the radiance
That from the hallowed page, A lantern to our footsteps, Shines on from
age to age. (LSB 523:1)

Today’s Reading: Galatians 3:15-22
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:1-19; Ephesians 1:1-23

“If the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but
God gave it to Abraham by a promise.” (Galatians 3:18)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

Abraham is perhaps more like a Christian than an Israelite. Technically, there
was no way Abraham could be an Israelite. Israelites were descendants of Ja-
cob, who was later named ‘Israel.” Jacob was Abraham’s grandson. So there was
no possible way Abraham could ever be Jacob’s descendant. Abraham could
never look back in his family history and find his grandson as his ancestor. So
technically, Abraham was not an Israelite at all.

He is called a patriarch, one of the founding fathers of the Scripture and its
teaching. In the New Testament, the Jewish teachers pointed to Abraham as

the father of their religion of following the Law. These Jewish teachers who did
not believe in Jesus as God’s Son, and therefore could not believe the Gospel,
pointed to Abraham as their theological founder. It's as if they said, “Look at
Abraham who obeyed God, and thus God loved him. Therefore, you also need to
obey God by following the Law completely, so that God might love you, too.”

Therefore, in many ways, Abraham stands as the father not of the Jewish
religion, but of the Christian religion! Abraham is not the founder of any
works-righteous religion, as Paul showed. Rather, Abraham stands as one of the
best Old Testament examples of faith in Christ. God gave Abraham an inheri-
tance —the land of Israel— by a promise. This land would belong to Abraham
and to his offspring. And Abraham believed this promise God made. Abraham
believed God when He promised that this old man would have a son through
Sarah, and that in this promised son, all nations of the world would be blessed.
And it was only by this faith that Abraham was right with God.

Who is this promised son of Abraham? It is not merely Isaac, though he was
one, too. The real promised son of Abraham is Jesus (see Matthew 1:1). Jesus

is the one Abraham believed in and was redeemed by. Trusting in Jesus makes
one right with God, apart from one’s works. Just as Abraham was right with God,
not because of what he had done or how he had obeyed, but rather, simply by
trusting God’s Word and promises. Now God’s promises of eternal life and sal-
vation are centered on Jesus. Now Christ, who died for sinners and rose again,
proclaims forgiveness for sinners. Be like Abraham. Believe those promises, and
you are right with God.

In the Name *} of Jesus. Amen.

Heavenly Father, reassure me that | am right with you, not based on my inabil-
ity to follow the Law, but simply because I trust your promises of forgiveness
and salvation in Your Son, Jesus. Amen.
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Monday of the Thirteenth Week After Trinity
AUCUST 31, 2026

Tuesday of the Ninth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 4, 2026

Today's Reading: 2 Chronicles 28:8-15
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 16:29-17:24; 2 Corinthians 10:1-13:14; 2 Corinthians 9:1-
15

“You shall not bring the captives in here, for you propose to bring upon us
guilt against the Lord in addition to our present sins and guilt. For our guilt
is already great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.” (2 Chronicles 28:13)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

After King Solomon, the Israelites split into two separate kingdoms

in a civil war. For centuries, two nations existed among God’s chosen
people. Israel in the north was often idolatrous and sinful. Judah in the
south began in the faith and ended up idolatrous. Because there were
two nations and the Word and teaching of God were not central all the
time, sadly, the people of God fought against each other.

Christians should see this time in Israel’s history as a warning. Through-
out the New Testament, we also hear God’s Word teaching us to be
long-suffering and patient with our brothers. We are taught not to

let the sun go down on our anger. Indeed, we must also be careful to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

It is sometimes hard, though. Like Judah in the Old Testament, some-
times we make a great effort at the beginning, but do not follow
through. We hold onto anger unjustly and are happy to see our ene-
mies fall. We are impatient, demanding, and will suffer little if we can
help it. As for the unity of the Spirit, sadly, this is sometimes the least
of our concerns.

Our Lord warns us against continuing in self-centered behavior. Let
us not add sins to sin, or guilt upon existing guilt. Rather, as our Lord
Jesus calls us to repent and believe in the Gospel, let us do so. If some
bitterness is lodged in your heart now, let it go. Call on God to take it
away. Trust in the Lord of life who does not call you to outrage, but
to faith in Him and reflecting His peace among others. Lean on Him
alone who loved you and gave Himself for you. And then, with the
same compassion Jesus has shown you, show that to your neighbors.
And especially those of the same household of the faith. Offer to rake
the leaves of homebound members of your congregation. Volunteer
to babysit your pastor’s kids. Be willing to sing in your church’s small
choir. In such ways, you show that you are the Lord’s, and His love
shows through you.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Hope of the world, who by Thy cross didst save us From death and dark
despair, from sin and guilt, We render back the love Thy mercy gave us;
Take Thou our lives and use them as Thou wilt. (LSB 690:4)

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:6-13
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 18:10-30; Acts 27:27-44

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with
the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Paul is presenting a typology. Fancy word, | know, but it just means that one
thing is a type of another, or one thing is an example. The Church at Corinth has
fallen into the same trap as the Israelites of old who wandered in the desert.
Each thought that because they were God’s chosen people, they could go about
and live however they desired, free from judgment or temporal punishment.
That is why the five examples that Paul gives in our Reading for today are each
specific sins that the Corinthians are struggling with.

This is a very specific warning about viewing the Gospel as a license to sin as
opposed to the grace to fight against temptation. Christ and His cross has ac-
complished everything of the Law, and He has done it for you, but that doesn’t
give you permission to indulge in the sinful things of the flesh like idolatry,
sexual immorality, and covetousness. ... In the most simple of ways: the cross
grants you forgiveness, not permission.

And so against any sort of haughtiness that is prevalent in our sinful flesh,
Paul urges us not to be so pompous as to think we cannot sin (v. 11). Instead,
he confronts us with the reality that the sinner within the Christian is just as
susceptible to temptation if he relies on his own reason or strength as the un-
believer. What is worse, the Christian has been given the Law so that he knows
what loving God and loving his neighbor actually looks like. The good works of
the Law are necessary for the Christian; they are just not necessary for salva-
tion.

Luther tells us, when commenting on verse 13, “But God is faithful, and He will
not let you be tempted beyond your strength’ ... however different it appears
to human reason and however much every temptation seems to be beyond
measure and intolerable.” Call out to the Lord in the day of trouble, and He will
answer you. Pray fervently to your Heavenly Father that He will stand firm in
His promise to you and trust Him fully that He will do what He says. But most
importantly, when you succumb to those temptations, do not despair as if you
have no hope. Be forgiven for the sake of Christ and be raised to new life in
your baptismal identity in Him.

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

With prayer the Father we implore: O Father, glorious evermore, We plead with
Thee for grace and pow’r To conquer in temptation’s hour, Alleluia! On Christ,
the true bread, let us feed; Let Him to us be drink indeed; And let us taste with
joyfulness The Holy Spirit’s plenteousness. Alleluia! ( LSB 874: 3, 5)
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Wednesday of the Ninth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 5, 2026

Today's Reading: Acts 28:1-15
Daily Lectionary: Acts 28:1-15

“After we were brought safely through...” (Acts 28:1a)
In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

It had been three long years since Paul had been arrested by a Jewish mob in
Jerusalem and thrown before the High Priest Ananias. The Jews had made a plot
to kill him, but that plot had been foiled, and he was skirted away to Caesarea
to be put under the authority of Felix, the governor. During the next 36 months,
Paul would appeal to be heard by Caesar, speak in front of rulers and author-
ities, sail for Rome, be caught at sea by a storm, and be shipwrecked on the
island of Malta.

Luke begins our Reading for today with the words, “After we were brought
safely through...” It was the providential will of God that Paul would not find his
end at the hands of a Jewish mob in Jerusalem, but instead that he would go on
proclaiming the Gospel all the way to the steps of Rome. Christ crucified would
be made known throughout the world despite his imprisonment. (Dare | say
even because of it?) Is it any wonder that Paul would be able to pen in Romans
that, “God works all things for good for those who are called according to his
purpose,” and, in 2 Corinthians, “For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am
weak, then | am strong.”

The Christian gives thanks to the Lord above for the faithful witness of His
apostles. It's no mere accident that these men suffered imprisonment, torture,
persecution, and martyrdom; for as Christ said, “A servant is not above his
master.” But these things took place so that you and | might know what Christ
is and who He is for us 2000 years after the Apostle Paul met his blessed end.
God had seen Paul through all of these hardships with you in mind, so that you
might “have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge.” (Ephesians 3:18-19a)

The doctrine handed down by the Apostles is the very doctrine that is preached
and proclaimed in your congregations. It is the foolishness of the cross, the
stumbling block of a crucified Savior risen from the dead for the forgiveness of
your sins. We confess these truths in the Creeds, and we receive these truths

in the Divine Service. We profess these promises to the lost and fallen world
around us. And we live in the grace and mercy of the Gospel until Christ comes
again in glory.

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.

I trust, O Lord, Your holy name; O let me not be put to shame Nor let me be con-
founded. My faith, O Lord, Be in Your Word Forever firmly grounded. (LSB 734:1)

Thirteenth Sunday After Trinity
AUGUST 30, 2026
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Today’s Reading: Luke 10:23-37
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 12:20-13:5, 33-34; 1 Kings 14:1-16:28; 2 Corinthians
8:1-24

“But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neigh-
bor?” (Luke 10:29)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

It shouldn’t take a man half-dead and lying beside the road to show someone
that he is self-righteous. Since self-righteousness does not fear, love, or trust
in God above all things, self-righteousness is clearly a sin against the First
Commandment. It doesn’t matter that self-righteousness is natural to fallen
mankind. It is still against God’s Law. Therefore, one only needs the Law like a
giant spotlight to show a self-righteous man this sin. It shouldn’t take a story.

Yet Jesus shows the teacher of the law his self-righteousness by the parable of
the Good Samaritan. Using a realistic example of a man in dire medical need
and the most unlikely of saviors, Jesus leads the teacher to admit that the
hated Samaritan was more of a neighbor than the respected Jewish religious
leaders. It would be normal for a Jewish teacher of the Law to also reject
Samaritans. But Jesus shows the teacher that such a despised man is more
merciful than the teacher of the Law was. Therefore, the teacher of the law has
nothing by which he can justify himself. His works are not good enough. And
yours are not, either.

The good news is that there is an even more unlikely savior for you. This unlike-
ly savior is a crucified man. A man who everyone thought had been a child out
of wedlock. A man whom people hated and wanted to kill. A man sentenced to
death. But Jesus was not just a mere man. He is true God in the flesh, and the
only Savior of sinners. Hence, He rose and is now on a mission to rescue fallen
sinners.

Like the Good Samaritan, Jesus shows mercy when the Jewish leaders could
not. And like the fallen dying man, Jesus helps you. You are dying by your sins,
dead in sin, and yet alive in body. So Jesus finds you by His grace. He binds
your spiritual wounds by His Word of forgiving Absolution. He pours in the oil
of the Holy Spirit, that anointed you at your Baptism. He pours in the wine of
His blood shed for you and given in Communion. He carries you and leads you
in His mercy. And He brings you to your church like the inn in the parable, en-
trusting your care to your pastor, who is like the innkeeper. All this He does out
of grace and love, without any merit or worthiness in you. God be praised.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and charity;
and that we may obtain what You have promised, make us love what You have
commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist
AUGUST 29, 2026

Today'’s Reading: Mark 6:14-29
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:42-12:19; 2 Corinthians 7:1-16

“King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said,
‘John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these mirac-
ulous powers are at work in him.’ But others said, ‘He is Elijah.” And others
said, ‘He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod
heard of it, he said, John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.” For it was
Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake
of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. For John
had been saying to Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s
wife. And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to
death. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was
greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.” (Mark 6:14-29)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

John the Baptist was the last of the prophets of old. He was the fore-
runner of Christ with the command of making straight the way of the
Lord. John was the new Elijah, and John was not afraid to speak truth
to power. John told Herod that it was unlawful for him to have his
brother’s wife, and this speaking of Law was what made Herod impris-
on him. But John was a righteous and holy man, which made Herod
fear him. Herod was perplexed by John, but still heard what he said
gladly. John continued preaching God’s word and preparing His way
until the day he died. His death shows that even the greatest born of
women (Matthew 11:11) is not enough to save himself. He died like ev-
ery other prophet who came before him. It was going to take someone
outside of himself to save him from his sins. John knew this, which is
why he proclaimed that he must decrease so that He may increase. He
knew his cousin was the Son of God who had been foretold from the
beginning. This horse-hair-covered, locust and honey-eating wilder-
ness man was the second greatest prophet. He is the second greatest,
behind our Lord, the one who lives and reigns for all eternity. John
knows that he is not the Christ, and the faith he carried to his death by
beheading is the same faith that we hold to this very day.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, You gave Your servant John the Baptist to be the fore-
runner of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in both his preaching of repentance
and his innocent death. Grant that we, who have died and risen with
Christ in Holy Baptism, may daily repent of our sins, patiently suffer for
the sake of the truth, and fearlessly bear witness to His victory over
death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Thursday of the Ninth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 6, 2026
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Today’s Reading: Catechism: The Sacrament of Holy Baptism - 4
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 20:1-23; Acts 28:16-31

“We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Fa-
ther, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4)

In the Name *} of Jesus. Amen.

Baptism isn't a one-time thing. | mean, it is.... After all, we do confess in
the Creed that we believe in one Baptism for the remission of sins. But
what | mean is that Baptism, your Baptism, isn't just the physical event
that happened however long ago. Grammatically speaking, then, we should
speak about it in the Perfect tense instead of the Past tense. Past tense
means that the event is done and over with no continual ramifications into
the present or future. Perfect tense, instead, is an accomplished act in the
past with continuous consequences into the future. ... That is why it is also
best to say, “I am baptized,” instead of, “I was baptized.”

And, of course, we get all of this from Scripture. Paul, in Romans, is one of
the prominent places. We continually, daily, go back to our Baptism. We do
this for reassurance against the crafts and assaults of the devil. But we also
do this so that Old Man Adam can be drowned again and again and again.
For although Old Adam was drowned on the day that you were baptized
and is still drowned each and every new day of your life, he is a terribly
strong swimmer. He is going to pop his head above the waves constantly,
and as the New Adam baptized into Christ, it is our duty to yank him down
into the depths again, holding him there until he stops struggling for the
service.

But this “Perfect” tense is also why we can so confidently, in the face of
struggles, strife, sin, Satan, and the cemetery, know for certain that our
identity is not found in our sin or in the fact that we will die because of it
one day. Our identity isn't in anything that Satan wishes us to identify with;
it isn't found in the fallen world or the fallen flesh. No, our identity is found
in Christ!

Why? Because we were buried with Him through Baptism into His death. We
have been made one with the One who has already paid the price for all of
our sin and has prepared his final resting place to be the final resting place
of our Old Adam. And then, so too, are we raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father. New Adam, today and every day. New Adam for eternity.

In the Name -} of Jesus. Amen.

| bind this day to me forever, By pow'r of faith, Christ’s incarnation, His
Baptism in the Jordan River, His cross of death for my salvation, His
bursting from the spiced tomb, His riding up the heav’nly way, His coming
at the day of doom, | bind unto myself today. (LSB 604:2
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Friday of the Ninth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 7, 2026

Friday of the Twelfth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 28, 2026

Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 21:1-9
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 21:1-9

“So the priest gave him the holy bread, for there was no bread there but the
bread of Presence...” (1 Samuel 21:6a)

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.
Holy things for unholy people. That's what happens in our text for today.

If you remember, David is on the run. Saul doesn’t like the man; he never has
since that whole Goliath thing when the crowds gave David the king’s welcome.
He already tried to pin David to the wall with his spear, then seemed to come
to his senses by giving one of his daughters in marriage to him, then went a
little crazy again and tried to devise a plot for Jonathan and his servants to
murder him.

David evades the assassins (with the help of Saul’s son and daughter) and
heads for the hills. Which brings him eventually to Nob, where the tabernacle
sits, and before the High Priest Ahimelech. There are a lot of moving pieces by
now, and I'm not too sure Ahimelech was all that keen on helping David out,
at least not initially. But by the end of it all, David receives five loaves of the
Bread of Presence.

This bread was only meant for the priests. Twelve loaves were made weekly and
laid before the Lord in the tabernacle. On the Sabbath, the holy priests (made
holy only by the designation of God) would consume the old bread and present
the new. ...David was no priest. He was not consecrated as holy, and yet Ahimel-
ech superseded the Levitical Law for the sake of David’s well-being.

Fast forward 1,000+ years, and Jesus uses this very example to help show that
man is not made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath is made for man. Meaning,
God desires to give His good Gifts to His people despite the fact that we are un-
worthy to receive them. And that’s the whole thing about God: He is always the
one at work, always the one making us worthy, always the one giving of Himself
for our good.

Receiving the Gifts of God is not about cleaning yourself up first in order to
make yourself worthy to receive His Gifts. If that were the case, they wouldn't
be Gifts, and they wouldn’t be given; they would be wages earned. But we can
never earn the things of God, can never make ourselves worthy enough or holy
enough. But Christ has already done that for us, for you. He, through His holy,
bitter suffering and precious death, has done it all, which is what makes you
worthy to receive His good Gifts of life and salvation through Word and Sacra-
ment.

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

My Lord, You here have led me To this most holy place And with Yourself have
fed me The treasures of Your grace; For You have freely given What earth could
never buy, The bread of life from heaven, That now I shall not die. (LSB 642:2)

Today’s Reading: Introit for Trinity 13 - Psalm 74:1-2, 19b, 21b; antiphon: Psalm
74:20a, 21a, 22a, 23a
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:1-26; 2 Corinthians 6:1-18

Have regard for the covenant, [0 Lord]; let not the downtrodden turn back
in shame. Arise, O God, defend your cause; do not forget the clamor of your
foes. (Psalm 74:20a, 21a, 22a, 23a)

0 God, why do you cast us off forever? Why does your anger smoke against
the sheep of your pasture? Remember your congregation, which you have
purchased of old, which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage!
Remember Mount Zion, where you have dwelt. Do not forget the life of your
poor forever. Let the poor and needy praise your name. (Psalm 74:1-2, 19b,
21b)

In the Name I of Jesus. Amen.

This Psalm entreats God to remember His promises to Israel. This was
a desperate cry because Israel had been taken into the Babylonian
captivity, where it seemed like God had forsaken them. They had been
forcefully taken out of their homeland and were made slaves. The
Psalmist draws us back to the Exodus, where God originally redeemed
the Israelites to be the tribe of God’s heritage. The Psalm calls back to
how God made a covenant with the Israelites and how He continued to
forgive them and had defended them. This Psalm we still pray today.
We hold God to His promises that He made to our ancestral heritage,
to Israel, which we are grafted into. But the congregation that God
purchased of old, He has bought back through the holy, precious blood
of the Son of God. The innocent sufferings and death of Jesus make
it so that we can be His own and live under him in his kingdom with
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Christ has re-
deemed the tribe of His heritage and, through Baptism, has made that
heritage ours. Through Baptism, we are brought into the family of God,
not as slaves, but as inheriting heirs. Through Baptism, we receive the
ﬁooccli Gifts of God and are washed clean to be in the pasture of God’s
and.

In the Name I+ of Jesus. Amen.

God the Good Shepherd, you have always gathered your people to
yourself. Continue to search for the lost sheep of the world and keep
those in your pasture from wandering. Guard your flock from the wolves
that seek to snatch us away and bring us safely to eat by still waters.
Through Jesus Christ, your son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.
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Thursday of the Twelfth Week After Trinity
AUGCUST 27, 2026

Saturday of the Ninth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 8, 2026

Today’s Reading: Catechism: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 9:1-9; 10:1-13; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and
wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. (Lu-
ther’s Small Catechism- Sacrament of the Altar)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? As Luther wrote, it is the true Body
and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. This confesses

a multitude of things in a concise sentence. It says what it is, why it is,
and who it is for. Firstly, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We confess that Jesus was true man and true God. True man
because God does not have blood, and true God because otherwise
the Body and Blood can not be present at every altar. We still confess
that the Body and Blood are under the bread and wine. This retains
that the bread and wine are still present and are not removed at any
point. It also confesses that the Body and Blood are truly present. This
meal does what it says because it was instituted by Christ Himself. The
Word of God is where the promises come from, and the words of Christ
are efficacious; they do what they say. Therefore, we hold to the prom-
ises of God that when Christ says that “This is my body and this is my
blood,” we believe that it is truly his Body and Blood. Finally, it is for
us Christians to eat and to drink. We do this for the forgiveness of sins.
But we do not do it alone; it is in community that we go to Communion.
We partake in the only flesh and blood that can save us from our sins
bec(:jause it is only through Christ’s sacrifice that we are justified before
God.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Not all the blood of beasts On Jewish altars slain Could give the guilty
conscience peace Or wash away the stain. But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away; A sacrifice of nobler name And richer blood
than they. My faith would lay its hand On that dear head of Thine, While
as a penitent | stand, And there confess my sin. My soul looks back to
see The burden Thou didst bear When hanging on the cursed tree; |
know my guilt was there. Believing, we rejoice To see the curse remove;
We blefs the Lamb with cheerful voice And sing His bleeding love. (LSB
431:1-5,

Today’s Reading: Introit for Trinity 10 - Psalm 55:1, 4-5, 16; antiphon: Psalm
55:16a, 17b, 183, 22a
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 24:1-22; 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:16

“Give ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not yourself from my plea for
mercy!” (Psalm 55:1)

In the Name I of Jesus. Amen.

The Lord desires that we call upon Him in the day of trouble. That is what we
learn in the opening to the Lord’s Prayer. We pray not to some big, scary God
up there in the heavens who has not revealed Himself to us. If that were the
case, we would not begin our prayer, “Our Father..."

God is our Father, which means, of course, that we are His children. And as His
children, He, as our heavenly Father, desires only what is good and beneficial to
us. Sometimes what is good for us is chastisement and correction, which, while
in the midst of it, never feels good, but in truth always is.

Other times, what is for our good is protection and release from every form of
evil that would do us temporal and eternal harm. This is what we pray for in the
final Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. It is pretty amazing that Jesus summarizes so
succinctly what we find all over the place in the Psalms!

Pray to your dear Father all that which troubles your conscience and your mind.
Cast your burdens upon the stripped and beaten shoulders of Christ your Lord,
who has already taken them all to the cross and bore them unto His death—
knowing that in the hollowness of the empty tomb, He has the victory over all
of these things and has placed them inside His own grave to be buried forever!

The fallenness of this broken world will not cease to assail you. Your own sinful
flesh will lead you down paths not helpful, but hurtful. Satan will fight tooth
and nail to rob away the proclamation of the Gospel and the forgiveness of sins
that Christ has already won for you. ... That is why your Lord has granted to you
the Gift of prayer, that you might seek refuge under the shadow of His wing,
knowing that nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, your Heavenly Father, hears your pleas for mercy and redeems your soul
in safety. The verdict has already been declared as Christ called out from the
cross, “It is finished!” And so know for certain that in the midst of sin and strife
and death and temptation, He will sustain you through the Gifts of the cross
given you in His Church!

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

0 God, forsake me not! Your gracious presence lend me; Lord, lead Your help-
less child; Your Holy Spirit send me That | my course may run. O be my light, my
lot, My stajff, my rock, my shield- O God forsake me not! (LSB 731:1)
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Tenth Sunday After Trinity
AUGUST 9, 2026

Today's Reading: Luke 19:41-48
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 25:1-22; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23
o

“Would that you... had known on this day the things that make for peace!
(Luke 19:42)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Jesus sees His beloved city and her people carrying on in great busy-
ness and happiness in preparation for the Passover celebration... so
why does Jesus weep? Why the turning over of the money changers’
tables? Because the people thought that maintaining longstanding tra-
ditions since the first Passover and making money was what made for
peace. Was Jesus there just to kill the vibe of Passover, or to dampen
the mood of the millions gathered in Jerusalem? Not in the least... al-
though it kinda sounds like it when he drops the hammer of foretelling
them that in 70 AD, His whole city would be leveled.

Jesus is fully God, He is fully man; This God/man shows sorrow (His
Weepmg) and He exhibits controlled wrath (casting the merchants

out by His word), but it is His mercy that should not be overlooked.
Martin Luther writes: “He who is true God weeps with true tears. He
laments not for Himself but for those who would not have Him.” (AE
75:417) Jesus weeps for His people... His beloved... because of their
unbelief, hardness of heart, and their spiritual blindness. They, and

all sinners, believed that their riches, their busy lives, and their works
made for peace. Jesus, in great love and mercy, enters the temple,
made with hands, and kicks the ones who bought and sold out with His
word, showing us that He'd come to us... how the strong man would

be bound and cast out. Jesus is the thlng that makes for peace... the
time for peace was then, and peace would be won in the most terri-
ble and wonderful manner, and still He came to dwell with His people
through His Word. Even as He weeps, His cross is fully in view where He
will be the true temple that will be torn down and built up again after
three days... and that cleansing He provides will involve more than the
turning over of tables and the casting out of merchants... it will be the
event that overturns the world and casts out the enemies of sin, death
and the Devil forever; the ‘thing’ that makes for peace with God and our
neighbor right here on earth. Jesus laments over unbelief and dies for
unbelievers, making His dwelling among us in the Church, the bride, He
died to save.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

O Christ, cleanse the temple of our hearts. Let Your Word dwell richly
within us. And grant that we may know, even now, the things that make
for our peace — You, our Savior and our God. Amen.

Wednesday of the Twelfth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 26, 2026
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Today’s Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 or Romans 10:9-17
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 8:22-30, 46-63; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18

“because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses
and is saved. For the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes in him will not
be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for
the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.
For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then
will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they

to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they
are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach
the good news!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says,
‘Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?’ So faith comes from
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:9-17)

In the Name I of Jesus. Amen.

This is the sweet Gospel proclamation. Saint Paul’s writing to the Ro-
mans is a comfort to them that these are the promises made to God’s
people. The first half is all comfort and teaches all the Good Gifts that
God has given to his people. There is no difference between Jew and
Greek, it does not matter if you became a Christian early or late, for the
same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his riches on all who call on Him.
God gives lavishly to all his children because he loves them. He loves
you because you are His child, not from what you have done, but from
what He has done for you. He has called you by the Gospel, enlight-
ening you with His Gifts, and sanctified the whole church on earth.
Your conversion was through means; God works through His creation
to bring people to faith. That is the reason for the second half of this
reading. Now that we know how good God is, we share it with others.
God’s infinite goodness is enough to share. So we proclaim the Gospel
and what God has done for us, so that the kingdom would be expand-
ed and all may be saved. We are saved through faith, which is a Gift of
God, and that is the faith we share.

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.

Salvation unto us has come By God'’s free grace and favor; Good works
cannot avert our doom, They help and save us never. Faith looks to Je-
sus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; He is our one Redeem-
er. (LSB 555:1)
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Tuesday of the Twelfth Week After Trinity
AUCUST 25, 2026

Monday of the Tenth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 10, 2026

Today's Reading: Isaiah 29:17-24
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 7:51-8:21; 2 Corinthians 3:1-18

“Is it not yet a very little while until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful
field, and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? In that day the
deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and dark-
ness the eyes of the blind shall see. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in

the LORD, and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of
Israel. For the ruthless shall come to nothing and the scoffer cease, and
all who watch to do evil shall be cut off, who by a word make a man out
to be an offender, and lay a snare for him who reproves in the gate, and
with an empty plea turn aside him who is in the right. Therefore thus says
the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: ‘Jacob
shall no more be ashamed, no more shall his face grow pale. For when he
sees his children, the work of my hands, in his midst, they will sanctify my
name; they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob and will stand in awe of the
God of Israel. And those who go astray in spirit will come to understand-
ing, and those who murmur will accept instruction.”” (Isaiah 29:17-24)

In the Name *I~ of Jesus. Amen.

We live in the midst of a fruitful Lebanon. The First day of the Lord

has come, and the prophet Isaiah spoke the words of God that would
come to pass. The Gospel for this week was opening the ears of the
deaf man. That man was healed, and he heard the words of Christ;

he heard the Word of God speaking to him. We can also look at other
places in Jesus’ ministry and see him fulfilling this prophecy. Between
putting down scoffers to the meek obtaining fresh joy, Jesus does it all.
However, all of those miracles pale in comparison to the fulfillment

of verses 22-24. This is where the effects of Jesus’ mission on earth
come to pass. Christ comes and sanctifies Jacob. Jesus’ unblemished
life, death, and resurrection take the shame of Jacob away. When
Jacob sees his children, the work of God’s hands, in his midst, they will
sanctify God’s name. Because of Jesus’s work of salvation, not only are
we made righteous before God, but God’s name is sanctified as well.
Yahweh dwells with his people and brings his people back to Himself.
The relationship has been restored between God and man. Christ is the
fulfillment of the prophets and is the fulfillment of the first prophecy
made to Eve in the Garden. Jesus is the one to crush the head of the
serpent forever. We live in the victory of Christ until he comes again to
bring us to be with him for all eternity.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Anoint them prophets, men who are intent. To be Your witnesses in
word and deed, their hearts aflame, their lips made eloquent. Their eyes
awake to every human need. (LSB 682:2)

Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 8:4-12 or Jeremiah 7:1-11
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 25:23-44; 1 Corinthians 4:1-21

“I have paid attention and listened...” (Jeremiah 8:6a)
In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

When | was little, | learned to hammer nails into boards. Part of that process,
unfortunately, included smashing my thumb with the hammer. The wise coun-
sel of adults was to: “Stop hitting your thumb with the hammer, and it won’t
hurt.” It was true! | hit my thumb less nowadays, but there’s more to the story.
Admitting that | needed help, taking direction, following direction, and being
comforted WHEN | hit my thumb was the path of greatest comfort.

It was the same in Jeremiah’s day. God asks, “When men fall, do they not rise
again?” (Jeremiah 8:4). We expect people to get up when they fall. Judah didn’t.
They fell into great sin. They tried to hide their sin and struggle until eventually,
it was easier to pretend everything was fine. They convinced themselves that
piety and positive feelings covered their sin. People around them kept saying,
“Peace, peace,” when there was no peace (v. 11). They spoke lies until they be-
lieved them. Even worse, the prophets and priests — those who were supposed
to speak God's truth — twisted His Word to excuse sin rather than lead people
to repentance. They followed the wisdom of the world, believing it would heal
the wounds their sin had caused. It didn’t heal anything; it never does... it only
kept them trapped in their deception and misery.

Yahweh sent Jeremiah to assure the people that God wasn’t angry because they
were sinners: “I have paid attention and listened...”— Yahweh knew what they
were up to, AND He was heartbroken because they believed their sin wasn't
that bad, that “God doesn’t really mean what He said.” Like Judah — we pretend
we're healthy when we're actually dead. God pays attention and listens. His
word, through Jeremiah, crushed them, roused them; the word was sent to wake
the dead in sin from their sleep. We're all fallen; we cannot rise by our own
strength. Jeremiah points them to the promise of Christ — Who, for our sake,
willingly took our sin and death and rose again. Christ bore our shame, took
our judgment, and still reaches out His nail-pierced hands to forgive and re-
store you. Being a Christian isn’t about keeping the stiff upper lip or exercising
stoicism; Adam and Eve tried this with fig leaves, and it didn’t work. We rest as-
sured that God knows everything about us, He pays attention and listens — and
still wants you, seeks you, and loves you. He clothes you in Christ’s righteous-
ness that covers every sin in Baptism, He gives you what you've neither earned
nor deserved, and He's overjoyed to do so.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, we have sinned against You in what we know and what we do not
know. For the sake of Your Son, forgive us all our sin and grant us to serve You
and our neighbor. Amen.
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Tuesday of the Tenth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 11,2026

Today’s Reading: Romans 9:30-10:4 or 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 26:1-25; 1 Samuel 27:1-28:2; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13

“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who be-
lieves.” (Romans 10:4)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

When | converted to Lutheranism in 2005, | was amazed by the clarity of con-
fession and the certainty of the Lutherans | met. Though | had grown up in and
around the church, | didn’t understand much of what was being said; howev-
er, every time my pastor preached the stern law which crushed me and the
sweetest gospel to comfort me, it overwhelmed me with joy. | understood for
the first time that because Christ forgives me, | lack nothing. Tough theological
questions and discussions eventually came, but one thing remained steadfastly
true through it all: Christ kept me in His Divine service to receive His Gifts with
exceeding joy. Justification rests in Christ alone, who gives it freely by His work,
His merit. Try telling that to the people of Paul’s day... try telling many in our
own day, try convincing yourself of this when you're drowning in sin. Paul wres-
tled with a profound mystery... righteousness... justification... just what is it?
Where can it be found? Paul narrows it down to just two places. People either
believe it comes by what a person does, thinks, acts, and says, OR it comes by
faith in the only One, Jesus, Who actually did, thought, acted, and said EVERY-
THING perfectly for us.

Paul knew that the law wasn’t the problem; the law is good, just, and holy. The
problem was that many misused it for self-justification instead of its proper
use of exposing sin and killing the sinner. Article 4 of the Apology clearly states:
“The Law always accuses. Therefore it does not justify, because the conscience
terrified by the Law flees from the judgment of God. Faith, however, comforts
and saves.” (Apology IV) The law... drives us to Christ. St. Paul taught that the
Gentiles had received the righteousness of God through the preaching of the
Gospel, which meant that righteousness is received and imputed to us through
faith in Christ. That is a great offense to the self-righteous. The stumbling block
is Christ — because He overturns all self-reliance. He fulfills the law for us. The
Gospel is offensive because it freely gives what we cannot produce: forgiveness,
peace with God and neighbor. Jesus alone bears the curse the Law pronounces.
(Gal. 3:13) The Law is not a sentence of death, but God lovingly revealing our
desperate need for Jesus. Luther writes: “The Law says, ‘Do this,” and it is never
done. The Gospel says, ‘Believe this,’ and everything is done already.” (Luther's
Works, Vol. 26, p. 5.)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Seek Him alone, Who did atone, Who did your souls deliver. O seek Him first, all
you who thirst for grace that fails you never. In every need seek Him indeed; to
every heart he will impart His blessings without measure. (LSB 557:3)

St. Bartholomew, Apostle
AUGUST 24, 2026
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Today'’s Reading: Luke 22:24-30 or John 1:43-51
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 5:1-18; 1 Kings 6:1-7:50; 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17

“A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded
as the greatest. And he said to them, ‘The Rings of the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefac-
tors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as
the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one
who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at
table? But | am among you as the one who serves.” (Luke 22:24-28)

In the Name I of Jesus. Amen.

Is it greater to serve or to be served? Throughout the world, the an-
swer is obvious: it is better to be served. Kings exercise lordship, and
it's good to be the king. But the King of Kings has a different answer.
He is the King who says, “the first shall be last” and “Blessed are the
Poor.” He is the one who came down from the heavens to serve. The
eternal Son took on flesh and dwelt among us, not as a conqueror but
as a servant. This continues to be a comfort to us because our God is
the one who gave his life on the cross to cleanse us from our sins and
did not stop there. Our God continues to sanctify his people, and He
has created Good Works for us to do as fellow servants and Children of
God. However, God has not stopped serving us. He continues to serve
us every Sunday when the saints on earth gather together to receive
the Word and Sacrament from our pastors. God’s work began for us and
continues to be for us as our generous King gives freely to his people
for all eternity. Jesus shows that the greater one is the one who serves.
If God Himself serves us, we, as His people, continue to serve our
neighbor.

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, chose Bartholomew to be an
apostle to preach the blessed Gospel. Grant that Your Church may love
what he believed and preach what he taught; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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Twelfth Sunday After Trinity
AUCUST 23, 2026

Wednesday of the Tenth Week After Trinity
AUCUST 12, 2026

Today’s Reading: Mark 7:31-37
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 3:1-15; 1 Kings 3:16-4:34; 2 Corinthians 1:1-22

“And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his
ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven,

he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that is, ‘Be opened.’ And his ears
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. And Jesus
charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it.” (Mark 7:33-36)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Our God works through means. Jesus could have only said “Ephphatha,”
and the blind and deaf man would have been healed. But our God puts
His holy spit into the mouth of the man before He commands him to be
opened. God is not afraid to get down and dirty with His creation. He
not only commands this man’s ears to be opened and his tongue to be
released, but this man was spiritually opened and released. While only
his ears were opened and his tongue was loosed, Jesus also opened
this man’s eyes to see his savior. On his own, he was spiritually blind,
but through God’s working, he confesses the goodness of Jesus. In a
similar way, we too were spiritually deaf and mute. We could not hear
the Word or confess our Lord until the Holy Spirit opened our ears to
the Word of God and loosed our tongues to confess with saints all over
the world. We can join the proclamation of the healed man and zeal-
ously proclaim what God has done for us. We are opened by Christ’s
salvific work to proclaim His life, death, and resurrection. God puts His
words into our mouths when we proclaim the truths of the Bible. Just as
the healed man spreads the Word, God uses you as one of His means to
bring more people into His kingdom.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty and merciful God, by Your Gift alone, Your faithful people
render true and laudable service. Help us steadfastly to live in this life
according to Your promises and finally attain Your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 28:3-25
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 28:3-25; 1 Samuel 29:1-30:31; 1 Corinthians 6:1-20

“The Lord has done to you as He spoke by me, for the Lord has torn the
kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David.” (1 Samuel
28:17)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

In 16 years of shepherding God’s kids, I've heard and seen almost everything.
The most disheartening thing, though, are the people who are... “doing fine.”
The people who see the Divine Service, the preaching of the Word, and the
faithful reception of The Sacraments as just one of the many things they ‘do’ to
have a fine life. As difficulties come up, as they often do, in a fallen world, these
dear souls consult Siri, ChatGPT, Google, or WebMD for answers. Some check
horoscopes, tarot cards, or ask the Magic 8 Ball for guidance. By the time | see
them again, they've usually exhausted all other avenues for comfort and are
beaten down with anxiety, fear, and depression. There was a king named Saul,
who lived before the internet, newspapers, and apps... who looked for answers
to the problems of this fallen world in acts of violence, power, and self-reli-
ance. Saul had witnessed the death of the prophet Samuel, whom God had sent
to guide him. David was in exile on account of fear for his life, and war loomed.
Feeling isolated and alone, Saul sought advice from a witch.

How'd Saul get to this point? He spent his time looking for answers in every
place but where God promised they'd be... then, when Saul inquired of the Lord,
“the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets” (v.6).
God had given Saul over to his hardened heart, to the schemes of the fallen
world. So Saul disguised himself, visited the witch by night to conjure Samuel
for advice. The witch feared for her life because Saul, under Samuel’s guidance,
had banned witchcraft. She cries out in terror and recognizes Saul’s deceit.
Luther wrote: “Whatever you set your heart on and put your trust in is truly
your god.” (Large Catechism, I: First Commandment.) Saul trusted every earthly
thing, and when these false gods failed, Saul cried out— hearing only God's
silence and Samuel’s judgment. The Apology IV.45 explains, “Faith receives the
mercy promised for Christ’'s sake.” Though we are often unfaithful, trusting in
temporal wisdom, strength, and power, our Eternal Lord—the Son of David and
David's Lord—stoops low to find us, takes the form of a servant to bear our sins
to death. Thanks be to God who bestows the Holy Spirit, calls us by the Gospel,
enlightens us with His Gifts, sanctifies and keeps us in the true faith.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

When darkness veils His lovely face, | rest on His unchanging grace; in every
high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. On Christ the Solid RocR |
stand; all other ground is sinking sand. (LSB 575:2)
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Thursday of the Tenth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 13,2026

Today’s Reading: Catechism: What is Confession?
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 31:1-13; 1 Corinthians 7:1-24

“..0ur sins are forgiven before God in heaven.” (Small Catechism- Confes-
sion)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

The Lutheran Service Book says on page 292 (in red ink): “If you are not bur-
dened with particular sins, do not trouble yourself or search for or invent other
sins, thereby turning confession into a torture. Instead, mention one or two sins
that you know and let that be enough.”

We're big fans of the healing Jesus, the feeding Jesus—and these are super neat
things, for sure—but this same Jesus is the dying Jesus, the blood-shedding
Jesus, the merciful, forgiving, life-bringing Jesus. When it comes to this Jesus,
the forgiveness of sin... well... that's a little harder. If you're blind, everyone
knows it; you don’t have to level your pride or have your ego crushed. Sinners
are prone to hide stuff... to cover it up. And it's that covering up that prevents
us from hearing the Word of God: “But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins”"—He then said to the paralytic, “Rise, pick
up your bed and go home.” (Matthew 9:6)

We love the Jesus who feeds and heals, but when our Lord says that forgive-
ness is bestowed to us on account of Jesus through the pastor who gives the
medicine of immortality—the forgiveness of sins that makes us alive again—
that would mean admitting to another person that we're not doing well, and it
would mean that only Jesus can do something about what'’s killing us.

We're not perfect; we say THAT all the time. We haven't kept the Ten Command-
ments, but it's hard to say with St. Paul, “Wretched man that | am, who will save
me from this body of death?” (Rom. 7:24) We can confess sin—it’s that body-
of-death part that’s true—but it's the second part, receiving forgiveness, that’s
so hard. Dead bodies must be given to; only God can do that. So we must ask:
“What kind of God are we dealing with?” The God who'll squash us like a bug?
Or... is He the slow-to-anger and abounding-in-steadfast-love God? The God
Who comes and dwells in the stinky mire of this fallen world to give us the cure
for the sin that makes us blind, deaf, lame, and dead?” He's exactly that God, as
Luther writes: “Absolution is the Word of God spoken by the mouth of man. It is
not the word of man, but of God Himself.” (AE 35:14)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Grant us, O Lord, we pray, to trust in Thee with all our heart; seeing that, as
Thou dost always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so Thou
dost not forsake those who make their boast in Thy mercy made known chiefly
in the forgiveness of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Saturday of the Eleventh Week After Trinity
AUCUST 22, 2026
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Today’s Reading: Introit for Trinity 12 - Psalm 70:2b, 4a, 5b; antiphon: Psalm
70:1-2a
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 2:1-27; 1 Corinthians 14:1-16:24; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

“You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay!” (Psalm 70:5)
In the Name -} of Jesus. Amen.

"

Psalm 70 expresses a prayer that every believer in God has prayed: “Help
“Make haste, O God, to deliver me! O Lord, make haste to help me!” (v. 1). It is
the most basic and sincerest prayer.

What the exact situation of David, the author of the Psalm, was, we do not
know. David had his sworn enemies. He had conquered rivals within Israel and
many from other nations as well. The number of men slain by him was in the
thousands. As a result, many people were out to get him. People who, as he put
it, “delighted in my hurt.” (vs. 2)

Some might think that a man like King David wouldn’t need any help taking
care of his enemies. Remember how quickly he dispatched Goliath? David could
handle himself. Who would David have been afraid of? But David knew that his
successes in battle were only a gift from God.

For example, when they tried talking him out of fighting Goliath, he told them,
“The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the
bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And during the pre-battle
trash-talking, David told Goliath, “You come to me with a sword ... but | come to
you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you
have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and | will strike
you down...” (1st Samuel 17:45-46). David didn’t trust in his own strength, but he
relied on God, his help and deliverer.

You probably haven’t had anyone plot to kill you (and hopefully, you never
will!) Yet, you can still relate to the need to be rescued from your enemies.
Have you had kids put you down to build themselves up? Have they said unkind
things? Made fun of you in front of others? Mocked you behind your back?
Teenagers can be cruel. While going through these situations is no fun, take
heart, cry out to God for help, and the Lord will deliver you, too.

In fact, the Lord God Almighty has already delivered you from your greatest
enemies: sin and death. Jesus, the Son of David, fought Satan and defeated him.
He gave Himself up for you on the cross, and His victory over the grave in His
resurrection is complete and final. Now all who are in Him are delivered and
will be forever. Therefore, rejoice and be glad in Him and say evermore: “God is
great!” (vs. &)

In the Name *} of Jesus. Amen.

Seek Him alone Who did atone, Who did your souls deliver. O seek Him first, All
you who thirst For grace that fails you never. In ev'ry need Seek Him indeed; To
every heart He will impart His blessings without measure. (LSB 557:3)
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Friday of the Eleventh Week After Trinity
AUGCUST 21, 2026

Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35; 1 Corinthians 12:14-31

“The Young woman was very beautiful, and she was of service to the Ring...”
(1Kings 4:4)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

We read some very weird things in the Bible; the story of Abishag is one of
them. At this time, King David was old and advanced in years. He is described as
bedridden and in need of constant attention. This is a far cry from the warrior
king who, as a young man, killed Philistines by the thousands. So, his servants
decide to find a young, beautiful woman to “...wait on the king and be in his
service. Let her lie in your arms, that my lord the king may be warm.” (3)

This was long before modern medicine, and some have supposed that the ser-
vants believed that by lying in David’s arms, some of Abishag’s youth and vigor
would get passed on to him. Others suppose that, given David’s lust for women,
they thought a young, beautiful virgin might get the old king excited and acting
like a young man again. Maybe he would even take her on as another wife or
concubine. In antiquity, polygamy was widely practiced. Their logic was: married
women are provided for by their husbands; rich men can afford to provide for
many women; therefore, rich men can have multiple wives. Further, there were
concubines. These were not illicit mistresses, but more like “lesser wives.” All
of this is logical, perhaps, but not good because it goes against God's design

of one woman for one man. Whatever their thinking, it was disrespectful of
Abishag, who got treated like a blanket in all of this! “[Abishag] was very beauti-
ful, and she was of service to the king and attended him, but the king knew her
not.” (4) -That last part, about “knowing her not,” is a euphemism meaning they
did not have a sexual relationship.

What is the point of this story? Some speculate that the story highlights David’s
change and repentance; now, even with a beautiful woman in his arms, he is so
pious that he will not take advantage of her, having truly learned from his sins
with Bathsheba. Others think the story is told to describe how sickly, frail, and
weak King David was and why an heir needed to take his place.

What else can we learn from this? Some men have always viewed women as
merely objects existing to serve them. We've come a long way, but sadly, this
view still exists. If you found this story disturbing, remember that our true
worth is not found in how useful we are to someone who wants to use us for
selfish reasons; rather, our true value lies in being a child of God for whom
Christ died. Incredibly, Jesus, the Son of David, came not to use people and
have them serve Him, but rather to serve us and to give His life as a ransom for
all.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Thank you, Lord, for serving us with your death on the cross and opening the
kingdom of heaven. Amen.

Friday of the Tenth Week After Trinity
AUGUST 14, 2026
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Today’s Reading: Introit for Trinity 11 - Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19; antiphon:
Psalm 68:5b, 6a, 35b
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 1:1-27; 1 Corinthians 7:25-40

“The righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before God; they shall be jubi-
lant with joy.” (Introit for Trinity 11)

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

In A.D. 390, the Emperor of the Eastern Empire of Rome, Theodosius, ordered
soldiers to massacre thousands in Thessalonica after a riot. The church histori-
an Rufinus reports: “When Theodosius came to the church, Bishop Ambrose of
Milan met him and said: ‘A man such as you, stained with blood, must not come
to the Lord’s table.” Theodosius wept and repented.” (Rufinus, Church History
11.18) Our Introit comes during the long “green season” of the Church Year,
where the Lord focuses us on the perpetual reality that the church is always
alive... always growing. Ironic, especially when you consider this coming Sun-
day’s Gospel reading: the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke
18:9-14). The church is alive, always growing because God lifts up the humble
and brings down the proud. “God defends the lowly, gives strength to the weak,
and provides for those who cannot provide for themselves.” Our brothers and
sisters in the faith have heard for centuries: “Let God arise, let His enemies be
scattered,” and in the early days of the church, they saw Jesus’ resurrection.
They saw His enemies of sin, death, and the Devil defeated. Those who trusted
in and boasted of themselves, like the Pharisee in the temple, are scattered

by, crushed by God’s holiness. Those who cannot hide, like the tax collector,
stand, head bowed in reverent fear and shame, with no good thing in and of
themselves; dead... crying out for mercy, and are given life. “Let the righteous
be glad.” Yes! And why shouldn’t we be overjoyed? Not only are we righteous
on account of Jesus, but life is found only in Him. The tax collector was sent
home “justified” precisely because He trusted that God alone who judged was
the only One Who could save. Theodosius, the most powerful man in the world,
was humbled before God by the word of God spoken by a measly little Pastor,
Ambrose of Milan, with stunning and miraculous results. God made Ambrose
bold... God gave the good confession that God “went before His people.” He's
with us, even as He is ahead of us. He comes to us, in His Word, in the promises
of Baptism; He dwells in us by the Lord’s Supper, and God gives us pastors to
preach the word, and God gives faith to follow where Christ our leader has trod.
Finally, “Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up.” God doesn't just bless

us once and leave us to fend for ourselves. His mercies are new each morn-
ing (Lamentations 3:22-23). He bestows forgiveness, comfort, His word, and
strength for each new day.

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

In God my heart trusts and | am helped; my heart exults, and with my song |
give thanks to Him. Amen.
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St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord
AUGUST 15, 2026

Today’s Reading: Luke 1:(39-45) 46-55
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 5:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her from the Lord.” (Luke 1:45)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Lutherans honor Mary—not because she rules in heaven or manages our
prayers—but because of what God did through her. Jesus’ humanity is real—He
took flesh from Mary. Second, all but two recorded humans die. If Mary had
been taken bodily, assumed into heaven, Scripture would clearly say that — as
it does about Enoch in Genesis 5:24 and Elijah in 2 Kings 2:11. Scripture is silent
on what happened with Mary later in her life; what we do know is that the Bible
never implies that Mary was sinless or deserving of our worship. Instead, Holy
Scripture presents her as a faithful servant, uniquely chosen, and consistently
points to God's saving work in Christ.

We honor Mary because she herself said, and Scripture records, “All gen-
erations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:48). She’s the Mother of our Lord, the

one who heard the word of God from Gabriel and believed it. We honor Mary
because God honored her—but we do so in the way she teaches us: not by mag-
nifying her, but by magnifying the Lord.

God chose an ordinary, humble woman to bear His Son. Jesus grew like we do,
lived in the world we live in, suffered in all the ways we do, was tempted as
we are, yet without sin, and He did so as a man. This perfect and sinless body
He offered on the cross for our salvation. This is the “great thing” God did to
Mary—and the great thing He did to and for us. Mary’s greatness is not in or
of herself. Her greatness is that she received everything from her Savior. She
says she’s “lowly,” not special or powerful, and so, her humility is part of the
miracle. (Luke 1:29)

This is our story. God has done great things to and for us. In Baptism, He
claimed us as His children. In the Lord’s Supper, He feeds us with His Body and
Blood, giving forgiveness, life, and salvation. He puts Himself into us—just as
He once put Himself into Mary (Luke 1:35). Our response, like Mary's, is awe: “He
has done great things to me.” (v.49)

We rejoice with Mary—not in Mary. We rejoice in the Lord who became flesh for
us, who poured out His blood to forgive us, who keeps His promises, and who
loves us by His death that gives us life.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Almighty God, You chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother of Your only Son.
Grant that we, who are redeemed by His blood, may share with her in the glory
of Your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thursday of the Eleventh Week After Trinity
AUGUST 20, 2026
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Today’s Reading: Catechism: What sins should we confess?
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 12:1-25; 2 Samuel 13:1-19:43; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13

“Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man!” (2 Samuel 12:7a)
In the Name *}+ of Jesus. Amen.

Put yourself in Nathan's shoes. How'd you like it if God sent you to confront the
most powerful man in the nation to call him out for a sin —a man who was a
warrior who killed thousands of his enemies and had recently been involved in
a murder? Nathan had tremendous courage, but also wisdom from on high.

Nathan’s approach to David offers a master class in how to rebuke sinners. He
tells David a story about a rich man and a poor man and gets David angry to
the point he exclaims that the rich man is guilty and deserves to die for steal-
ing the poor man’s beloved little lamb. Nathan has him right where he wants
him, then he springs the trap: “You are the man!” and he unloads on David for
his great sins.

Nathan not only reveals all the evil David tried to cover up, he also begins to
pronounce the punishment that God told him would ensue. Because he used
the Ammonites to kill Uriah, they would never cease attacking him. The Lord
would also raise up discord in David’s own house, and his wives would cheat on
him, and it would be widely known.

As far as we know, this is the first time anyone tried to confront David for his
sin. What would David do? Would he respond in rage and lash out at Nathan?
David is an exceptional man in that, even though he had been deluded and
engaged in so much evil, he also can now clearly see his sin and is ready to

be done with it. Many people will double down and deny and retaliate when
confronted, but to his credit, David humbles himself and confesses. And Nathan
responds right away: “The Lord has put away your sin; you shall not die.”

God sent Nathan to David, not to put him down, but to save him. David was
stuck in sin and living in unrepentance. That is the way that leads to death
and damnation. God used Nathan to humble David and lead him to confess.
Confession and humility is the way that leads to life. “But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

Sinners who turn from their sins and seek help from God will receive forgive-
ness, and because of Jesus, we will live even though we die. But take note:
forgiveness and eternal salvation does not mean we suffer no consequences
for our actions in this life. God punished David severely for his actions. We, too,
must face the consequences of our sins in this life, but Christ promises a day
when we will be free from even this, when we will be like the angels in their
innocence, and He will wipe every tear from our eyes.

In the Name *} of Jesus. Amen.

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. Amen.
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Wednesday of the Eleventh Week After Trinity
AUGUST 19, 2026

Today’s Reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-27
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 11:1-27; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

“But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.” (2 Samuel 11:27b)
In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

How could this happen? God said that David was a man after His own heart:
David trusted God and was a model of faithfulness, honoring God in both word
and deed. But in our passage today, we read how this same great king slept
with the wife of one of his trusted warriors, impregnated her, and tried to cover
it up with lies. Then, when deception wouldn’t work, he turned to murder. So,
again: How could this happen?

The same way it almost always does. “But each person is tempted when he is
lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” (James 1:14-15)

It started with just one look. He saw a beautiful woman naked, and instead of
looking away, he kept looking and started thinking. He started to wonder about
and delight in the idea of something wicked. At some point, he also came up
with a justification for himself. | imagine it went like this: I am the king. I should
get to have any woman | want. | deserve this! And at that point, he said to his
servant, Bring her to me.

David had several wives and concubines. He wasn’t starved for sexual attention.
Though it may have started as lust, the real sin is greed (failing to be content
with what you have been given). If he justified his actions the way I think he did,
then it was ultimately driven by pride, accompanied by a sense of entitlement.

As we will see tomorrow, the consequences of David’s sins were enormous. So
learn from his downfall. Don’t excuse small sins. Look away from those images
on the screen. Do not delight in wicked things. Be content with what you have

and do not think you are entitled to more. You, too, are capable of great evil if
you let sin go unchecked. For King David, what started with one look later grew
into murder. So, take heed lest you stumble. (1 Cor. 10:12)

The story of David’s fall is an important warning, but here’s something much
more comforting: Christ Himself was tempted in every way as we are, yet was
without sin. (Heb. 4:15) Where we and so many others have failed and given in
to desire, Christ stood strong. He kept Himself holy and pure so He could offer
Himself up as the perfect sacrifice for our sins. And that perfect sacrifice on the
cross covers all sins -big and small- for those who trust in Him.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

Should some lust or sharp temptation Fascinate my sinful mind, Draw me to
Your cross and passion, And new courage | shall find. Or should Satan press me
hard, Let me then be on my guard, ‘Saying Christ for me was wounded,’ That the
tempter flee confounded. (LSB 421:2)

Eleventh Sunday After Trinity
AUGUST 16, 2026
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Today’s Reading: Luke 18:9-14
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 6:1-19; 1 Corinthians 9:1-23

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Luke 18:13)
In the Name *}+ of Jesus. Amen.

One of the many problems with being a sinner is that we are turned in on
ourselves, or self-centered. We tend to talk too much about ourselves and only
think of our own problems and desires. As religiously serious people, we may
even become impressed with ourselves and compare ourselves to others. The
Pharisee in our text is an example of this.

Even when he “prays” in the temple, all he really does is talk about himself to
God. If you can believe it, he lets the Almighty know how great he is! And if you
are honest, | bet you can believe it because you've probably done the same
thing. We all have. If we aren’t careful, our prayers can also become self-cen-
tered attempts to justify ourselves, rather than humbly thanking and praising
our Maker and our Savior. The main underlying problem with the Pharisee is
the sin of pride. He is so proud that he cannot do anything but brag about how
great he is and condemn those whom he thinks are beneath him. He thanks
God that he is not like them!

Contrast this with the tax collector. That man cannot even raise his head. He
has sinned terribly, and he knows it. When praying to God, he is full of anguish
and shame. He beats his chest. He doesn’t brag about how good he is. Instead,
he goes before the Lord and barely spits out the only prayer appropriate: “God,
be merciful to me, a sinner!”

What a contrast: a pious, upstanding religious Pharisee, and a filthy, broken

tax collector. If we had seen them that day, we would have certainly thought
the one who had it all together, the polished, conservative religious man,

was the kind of man God would approve of. But Jesus tells us otherwise. That
man was too proud to receive God’s grace or mercy. He thought those things
unnecessary since he was so convinced of his own goodness. But not so the Tax
Collector.

Although his sin was great, Jesus tells us that the one who is truly humble, bro-
ken, and relies on God was the one who went home justified. Learn from this
man whom our Lord praises and learn from him to look to God to have mercy
on you and forgive you all your sins for Jesus’ sake. Further, ask yourself: How
do | pray? With humility or pride? In your conversations with others, how often
do you talk about yourself versus listening and learning from others? How
might you, as a fellow broken and humble sinner, let others know about the
mercy of God in Jesus?

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.

I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; He bears them all and frees
us From the accursed load. | bring my guilt to Jesus, To wash my crimson stains
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains. (LSB 606:1)
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Monday of the Eleventh Week After Trinity
AUGCUST 17, 2026

Tuesday of the Eleventh Week After Trinity
AUGUST 18, 2026

Today’s Reading: Genesis 4:1-15
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:1-17; 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:22

“sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, and you must rule over it.
(Genesis 4:7b)

In the Name *I- of Jesus. Amen.

Cain and Abel both presented offerings to the LORD. Abel brought his best;
Cain did not. The LORD regarded Abel’s offering, but not Cain’s. Cain was shown
up by his little brother! “So Cain was very angry...” It's not wrong to get angry.
Even Jesus got angry with moneychangers. But when Jesus was angry, He never
acted inappropriately. That wasn't the case for Cain, and it often isn’t the case
with us. When someone else gets the recognition we wanted or thought we
deserved, envy and anger are stirred up in us like they were with Cain. Pay
attention, therefore, to what God says to him: “Why are you angry? If you do
well, will you not be accepted?” The LORD encourages Cain by saying he can
improve his situation. It isn't over for him; he can do better next time. So can
we. When things don’t go our way, we don’t have to get angry; often, there's a
way to fix the problem. Unfortunately, rage clouds our judgment, and we can’t
see it. Neither could Cain. The LORD explains that Cain is in a dangerous posi-
tion: “If you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary
to you, but you must rule over it.” Like a predator waiting to pounce, sin wants
to devour him. The LORD commands him to rule over it. Sadly, that command
was ignored, and Cain murdered his brother. “What have you done?” said the
LORD, “The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground.” And
from there, he cursed Cain and condemned him to be a fugitive. God could have
killed Cain. Instead, He exiled him. But Cain thought it was a trap: that he was
being set up, “Whoever finds me will kill me!” he cried. But it wasn't a trap. God
is really that forgiving. He proved it by putting a mark of protection on Cain to
spare his life.

”

I hope your anger never causes you to sin like Cain, and that the Holy Spirit will
instead work in you the strength to overcome it. But when you do sin, know
this: you also have a mark of protection on you. In Holy Baptism, you have
been marked as God’s own child. He will not abandon you or forsake you, even
if the consequences of your sin cause you to suffer for a while. There’s no sin
you have committed that will cut you off from God. In the book of Hebrews, the
author reminds us that in coming to Christ, we come, “to Jesus, the mediator of
a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel.” (12:24) Abel’s blood cried out for vengeance. But the precious
blood of Jesus declares grace and full forgiveness to all who trust in Him.

In the Name - of Jesus. Amen.

Abel’s blood for vengeance Pleaded to the skies; But the blood of Jesus For our
pardon cries. (LSB 433:4)

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 or 1 Corinthians 15:1-10
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:18-29; 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:16

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God...” (Ephesians 2:8)

In the Name *}- of Jesus. Amen.

Lutherans love to say we are saved by grace through faith. But, as Luther would
ask in his catechism, What does this mean? No text explains this better than
Ephesians 2. Paul explains to his readers that before coming to Christ, spiri-
tually, they were dead. Not neutral or pretty good, or able to help themselves
if they tried harder or anything like that. No. Spiritually, they were dead, and
they were damned. Like the rest of mankind, they were following the course of
this world, following the prince of the power of the air- that spirit now at work
in the sons of disobedience, and carrying out the desires of the flesh. (v. 2-3)
These are the three great enemies of God: the world, the flesh, and the devil.
The world is the pressure we feel from outside of ourselves, coming from our
friends or what is advertised to us as a good time. We want to fit in and be
accepted, so we listen to these voices instead of listening to God. The flesh is
our own personal weaknesses. We all have temptations to which we are prone,
but they aren’t all the same. Some people are particularly tempted by pride,
while others are driven by envy, and still others by lust, and so on. Lastly, there
is “the prince of the power of the air,” or as he is better known, the devil. He

is real, and as Luther said somewhere, he never takes a vacation. He's like a
roaring lion prowling around, waiting to devour you. (1 Peter 5:8) He suggests
evil thoughts to you, like he did to Adam and Eve, and like he did to Jesus. And
except for Jesus, he has a perfect record of getting people to sin! The world,
the flesh, and the devil have made us, along with the rest of mankind, objects
of God’s wrath. With these things stacked against us, constantly leading us to
sin, we are dead. What chance does anyone have given this situation?

“But God being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved

us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ-by grace you have been saved...” (4-5) Why are some going to make it to
heaven? Not because they were good enough. Not because they didn't sin, but
because God is merciful and Christ our substitute was good enough. Amazingly,
God loves sinners in spite of their sins. What's more, even though sinners are
dead in their trespasses, He made some alive in Christ. That's what the Bible
calls grace -God's undeserved kindness, His Gift of new life given to people
who deserve to be dead.

In the Name I~ of Jesus. Amen.

By grace! On this I'll rest when dying; In Jesus’ promise | rejoice; For though |
know my heart’s condition, | also know my Savior’s voice. My heart is glad, all
grief has flown Since | am saved by grace alone. (LSB 566:2)
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