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CONTACT US 
Mailing Address 
Higher Things Conferences 
P.O. Box 175  
Lisbon, IA 52253 
 
Phone Number 
1-888-482-6630 
 
Higher Things Exhibitor Staff 
exhibitors@higherthings.org 
 
Patrick Sturdivant  
Development Executive 
 
Elizabeth McClain 
Development Coordinator 
 
Deac. Emma Heinz 
Higher Things Registrar 
 
 
SO YOU ALSO MUST CONSIDER YOURSELVES DEAD 
TO SIN AND ALIVE TO GOD IN CHRIST JESUS.  
(ROMANS 6:11) 
 

The Church is dying. It’s a constant refrain sung by 
both a culture departed from virtue and those who 
whisper “remember when” to each other amidst  

 

 

crumbling spires, dwindling numbers, and struggling 
institutions. It’s hard not to feel alone. Frustrated at 
the hypocrisy. Scared of the future. It’s a trick of the 
devil.  

Satan paints a picture of an ideal church. Full to 
capacity. Free from the sinners who actually need 
what’s offered there, doing terrible things while 
pointing fingers elsewhere to hide their dark deeds. 
Leading a culture that counts us as wise and follows 
along. In short, a church that needs no cross. 

You’ll catch sight of it when you realize that every 
whispered “remember when” is about attendance, 
culture, and the trappings of power and safety instead 
of the day the faithful were scattered, the crowds 
yelled “crucify”, and the sun was darkened as Christ 
cried out it is finished. Remember when Jesus saved 
you?  

Christ builds His church at the gates of hell, and hell 
will not prevail against it, even if hell is really hot. We 
focus more on the gates than the God of Jacob, who is 
our fortress. Repent. Rejoice. Rest. Be still. Know who 
your God is. Know that the church is marked by being 
near to Jesus, not far from your fears. 

Then realize that some of this stuff is supposed to die. 
Pride should die. Idolatry should die. Lust for power 
should die. Every trapping of a theology of glory 
should die. And so should you, united with Christ in 
your baptism. “For if we have been united with him in a 
death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his.” Good. So also you must 
consider yourself dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. Look around. The word is preached faithfully. 
The sacraments are administered rightly. This is how 
it’s supposed to be. 

Dying church…. Rising hope. 
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Site Information 

St. Louis 
Dates: June 23-26, 2026 // June 30-July 3, 2026 
Conference location: Washington University- St. Louis, MO 
Table size: 6’ 
Attendee capacity: 750 each week 
 
 

Colorado 
Dates: July 14-17, 2026 
Conference location: Colorado State University - Fort Collins, CO 
Table size: 8’ 
Attendee capacity: 1000 
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Exhibitor FAQ 

How do I register to be an exhibitor? 
You can register by visiting our website at https://higherthings.org/dcrh/ and navigating to the Exhibitor Page. Email 
exhibitors@higherthings.org if you need help or have registration questions. 
 
What is included with Exhibitor Registration?​
Exhibitor registration includes one table. 

Your exhibitor table is your key to hundreds of potential interactions with our attendees. Youth, young adults, parents, 
pastors, and other church workers all attend our conferences. It is an excellent opportunity to network and build 
relationships that will serve your organization for years to come. 

When should I plan to set up? 
You’re welcome to set up any time after 9:00 AM on Tuesday of the conference week. Each conference begins with the 
Opening Divine Service at 2:00 PM on the first day. 
 
When should I plan to tear down?​
The conference ends with the Closing Divine Service on Friday, which concludes by 3:00 PM. Please plan to tear down 
and have all materials removed from the exhibitor space no later than 5:00 PM on Friday. 

We encourage exhibitors to remain for the full conference. Many attendees visit the booths one last time before the 
closing service, and this is a valuable opportunity to build a few final connections. 

Are there set exhibitor hours? 
Exhibitor hours will be established for each day and publicized to attendees. Exhibitors may remain at their tables 
throughout the day if they wish. 
 
Can I follow the conference schedule with the attendees?​
Absolutely! We encourage your representative to follow the conference schedule—attend worship and breakaways, 
share meals, and spend free time with the attendees. These youth aren’t just coming for Higher Things; they are your 
future students, volunteers, donors, and supporters. 

Participate as much or as little of the schedule as you’d like. 

What makes a successful HT exhibition?​
Our most successful exhibitors are those who actively engage with attendees. Step out of your comfort zone, show the 
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love you have for your university or organization, and let that joy be seen. Your enthusiasm is contagious. The more 
attendees see you participating—sharing meals, attending worship, and being present—the more they are drawn to 
your table. These interactions plant seeds that lead to long-term recognition of your mission.​
 
Do you allow give-aways?​
Yes! Giveaways are a great way to spark conversations. Consider a raffle, candy, branded flip-flops, stress balls, or even 
a handy multi-tool. Giveaways are typically successful. 

Please consult with us before purchasing items so we can help ensure no two exhibitors bring identical giveaways. 
Some conference sites do not allow stickers or certain items, so planning is important. 

How is the exhibitor table location determined?​
Location varies based on the layout and limitations of each conference site. We work to place exhibitors in high-traffic 
areas whenever possible. 

LCMS offices, seminaries, and universities will be grouped. If your organization has a preference for nearby exhibitors, 
please let us know. 

Is transportation provided to/from conference sites? 
No. Exhibitors are responsible for their own transportation. Information about parking passes (if required) will be 
provided closer to the conferences. 
 
Will I be walking a lot? 
Most likely. College campuses are often spread out, so be prepared to walk between parking, exhibit areas, housing, 
and activities. 
 
Is my registration refundable? 
Refunds are considered on a case-by-case basis. If you cancel after May 1, you will still be responsible for your full 
registration balance. 
 
Can I teach a breakaway session?​
Possibly. Breakaway teachers are chosen from LCMS pastors, deaconesses, DCEs, and lay members of LCMS 
congregations in good standing who are already registered for a conference.​
To be considered:​
• You must be registered for a conference.​
• Submissions open February 1, 2026.​
• If you register before March 31, 2026, you will automatically receive an invitation to submit on February 1.​
• If you register after February 1, email exhibitors@higherthings.org to request an invitation.​
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• Deadline to apply: April 15, 2026.​
​
Exhibitors are encouraged to teach! 
 
Why should I exhibit? 
Higher Things conferences provide unmatched opportunities to form genuine connections. Youth often return to a 
booth repeatedly over the week or reconnect with exhibitors they met in previous years. These relationships 
matter—they help shape tomorrow’s Concordia students, RSO donors and volunteers, and future church workers.  
 
 

Housing and Meals 
 

Do I have to stay on campus? 
Exhibitors may stay on campus or arrange off-site accommodations. If staying on campus, please register for 
on-campus housing by April 30, 2026. 
 
What kind of on-campus housing can we expect? 
Conferences are held on college campuses, so housing is in residence halls. Rooms are single occupancy and may 
include community restrooms. 
 
What is the advantage of staying on campus? 
Staying on campus keeps you close to the action and helps you integrate more fully with attendees. On-campus 
housing is also typically more affordable. 
 
Are background checks required to stay on campus? 
Yes. All registrants aged 21+ must pass a national criminal background check by May 1, 2026. Some sites may require 
additional measures to ensure youth safety. 
 

Can I stay on campus before/after the conference? 
Yes. You may stay one additional night before and/or after the conference (Monday and/or Friday). The fee is 
$75/person per extra night. Please make arrangements when you register or contact exhibitors@higherthings.org if 
you are already registered. 
 
What meals are covered in the optional meal plan? 
The meal plan includes all nine meals during the conference: Tuesday dinner through Friday lunch. 
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Event Sponsorship 
What opportunities do you have for sponsorship at the conferences?​
Higher Things offers a wide variety of sponsorship opportunities. If you’re interested in multiple items, we are happy to build a 
custom sponsorship package. 
 

Gold Sponsor  (TWO AVAILABLE): 
$15,000 - (Over $20,000 in value) 

●​ Exhibitor Table at Each Higher Things Conference  
●​ Pre-plenary ad at each HT conference 
●​ On-Campus Housing for one volunteer at each HT Conference 
●​ On-Campus Meal Plan for one volunteer at each HT Conference 
●​ Entertainment Sponsorship at Each Conference 
●​ Name Tag Sponsorship 
●​ One Adult Reception Sponsorship 
●​ Cover Conference Book Ad 
●​ Welcome Message Delivered by a representative to the Assembly 
●​ Sponsorship Recognition in Conference Book and Pre-Plenary Slideshow 
●​ Resource Sponsorship throughout the year 

 

Silver Sponsor (No Limit) 
$3,000 

●​ Exhibitor Table at Each Higher Things Conference 
●​ Pre-Plenary Ad at each HT conference 
●​ On-Campus Housing for 1 volunteer at each HT Conference- 
●​ On-Campus Meal Plan for 1 volunteer at each HT Conference 
●​ 1 Conference Book Ad 
●​ Sponsorship Recognition in Conference Book and Pre-Plenary Slideshow 

 

The 2026 Higher Things Entertainment Competition Sponsor: 

Just over ten years ago, Higher Things introduced the Tetramorph Competition as a way to bring excitement, energy, 
and friendly rivalry to the conference week. Since then, thousands of youth have created unforgettable Tetramorph 
memories: cheering on their teams, tackling challenges, and forming new friendships along the way. 

To honor that tradition, and to breathe new life into it, we are expanding the competition in a bold new direction. 
Without giving away our top-secret plans, we can say this: the 2026 conference season will feature a three-day, 
cross-campus race during free time that turns the classic Tetramorph model upside down. Instead of competing within 

www.higherthings.org​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 6 



Exhibitor Information 
Dying Church Rising Hope 2026 

 
 

their houses, youth will need to work together across Tetramorph lines to solve challenges, navigate campus, and 
complete tasks that call for teamwork, creativity, and problem-solving. 

We are currently seeking a $10,000 lead sponsor (or partner sponsors) to serve as the official host of this new Amazing 
Race–style experience. This is a high-visibility opportunity to support thousands of youth participants, celebrate a 
beloved HT tradition, and be prominently recognized throughout the week for making this expanded competition 
possible. 

 

Individual Opportunities 
 
Conference Handbook Ad: 
Our longest-running sponsorship opportunity. Your organization will appear directly in front of every attendee 
through a single-page or two-page spread. Many attendees keep their books as souvenirs, extending your reach well 
beyond the conference week. 
 
T-Shirt Sponsorship: 
Our iconic conference shirts are a beloved staple. Imagine 2,000+ attendees going home with your logo on their 
sleeves. If your organization is interested in this opportunity, act fast as there is only one opportunity per conference 
season.  
 
Adult Thank You Reception:​
Our group leaders and chaperones dedicate countless hours throughout the year to bring their youth to Higher Things 
Conferences. They fundraise, encourage, and support their teens so they can attend, receive Christ’s Gifts, and hear the 
Gospel. These receptions allow us to thank them for their commitment to their youth’s faith and to Higher Things. 
Depending on the conference, these gatherings are typically attended by 100–300 adults. 

As a sponsor, your organization will have the opportunity to address a focused, attentive audience of adult attendees 
and provide food for the reception. You will also be able to connect with group leaders and chaperones in meaningful, 
one-on-one conversations without the busyness of the exhibitor hall. The event will be listed in the official conference 
book as sponsored by your organization. 

Young Adult Beyond  Reception: 
A new Sponsorship opportunity for 2026​
Higher Things Conferences draw young adults and college students from across the country who are eager to stay 
connected to the Church, deepen their faith, and build lasting friendships. To support them, we are introducing a 
special young adult mixer at each conference. Unlike our formal group-leader reception, this event is a relaxed, social 
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gathering, often featuring entertainment, a food truck, or another fun activity designed to help young adults meet, 
talk, and enjoy time together. 

As a sponsor of this event, your organization will receive prominent visibility and the opportunity to welcome and 
speak briefly to the young adults in attendance. You will also be able to interact with them throughout the evening in 
a natural, conversational setting that avoids the pace and noise of the exhibitor hall. The mixer will be listed in the 
official conference book and identified as sponsored by your organization. 

​
Entertainment Sponsorship:​
Like our T-shirts, our entertainment events are among the most talked-about moments outside worship and 
catechesis. Ever wondered what a chant-off, hymn rap-battle, or talent show looks like? Sponsor one and have your 
name attached to the event attendees talk about for years. Includes a 2' × 5' banner with your organization’s logo. 
 

The Specifics 
 
When are conference handbook ads, complimentary ads, and other logos due? 
Please submit all ads by April 15, 2026, so we can finalize and print the conference handbook. 
 
How do I reserve an ad? 
When registering, select your sponsorship opportunities on the form. If you need assistance, email 
exhibitors@higherthings.org. 
 
What are the specifications for the various ads? 
Pre-Plenary Slide: PDF, PNG, JPG, embedded PowerPoint slide; 300 DPI; 1920×1080 
Pre-Plenary Welcome Video: 1080p; MOV or MP4; under 45 seconds 
Conference Handbook Ad: 
• 5.5” W × 8.5” H 
• PDF, PNG, JPG, AI, or INDD 
• Must include bleed 
• 300 DPI minimum 
• All images and fonts must be embedded in Adobe files 
Organization Logos: 
• PDF, PNG, JPG 
• Transparent backgrounds or full vector preferred 
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How do I submit my ads and videos? 
Please email them directly to exhibitors@higherthings.org.  
 
 
Check out our sponsorship opportunities on the 2026  rates sheet, and contact exhibitors@higherthings.org for more information.  
 
 

Sponsorship opportunities are subject to availability and approval by Higher Things.  
To reserve ad space or to submit your web-ready PDF, PNG, or JPG file (with bleeds), please email exhibitors@higherthings.org. 

Questions? Email us at exhibitors@higherthings.org or call Patrick Sturdivant at (936) 524-1940. 
 

Important Dates 
​  

Date Registration Event 

December  1, 2025 ●​ All Things New  Exhibitor Registration Opens 

April 15, 2026 ●​ Breakaway Submissions Due 
●​ Conference Book Ads Due 

May 15, 2026 ●​ Pre-Plenary Ads and Welcome Videos Due 
●​ Sponsorship Logos Due 

June 1, 2026 ●​ All Payments Due. 
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Sample Conference Schedule 
 
Day 1 

2:00 pm ​ ​ Opening Divine Service 
3:45 pm​ ​ Announcements 
4:15 pm​ ​ Plenary Session 1 
5:00 pm​ ​ Dinner 
7:00 pm ​ ​ Evening Prayer 
7:30 pm​ ​ Indiv. Confession & Absolution 
8:00 pm​ ​ Breakaway Session A  
9:00 pm​ ​ Free Time/Entertainment 
11:00 pm​ ​ Compline 
12:00 am​ ​ Lights Out 
 

Day 2 

7:00 am​ ​ Breakfast 
8:00 am​ ​ Leaders’ Meeting 
8:00 am​ ​ Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 am​ ​ Matins 
9:45 am​ ​ Announcements 
10:15 am​ ​ Plenary Session 2 
11:00 am​ ​ Lunch 
1:00 pm​ ​ Vespers 
1:45 pm​ ​ Breakaway Session B 
2:45 pm​ ​ Panel Discussion 
4:00 pm​ ​ Breakaway Session C 
5:00 pm​ ​ Dinner 
7:00 pm​ ​ Evening Prayer 
7:30 pm​ ​ Indiv. Confession & Absolution 
8:00 pm ​ ​ Breakaway Session D 
9:00 pm​ ​ Free Time/Entertainment 
11:00 pm​ ​ Compline 
12:00 am​ ​ Lights Out 

 

Day 3 

7:00 am​ ​ Breakfast 
8:00 am​ ​ Leaders’ Meeting 
8:00 am​ ​ Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 am​ ​ Matins 
9:45 am​ ​ Announcements 
10:15 am​ ​ Plenary Session 3 
11:00 am​ ​ Lunch 
1:00 pm​ ​ Vespers 
1:45 pm​ ​ Breakaway Session E 
2:30 pm​ ​ Adult Thank You Reception 
4:00 pm​ ​ Breakaway Session F 
5:00 pm​ ​ Dinner 
7:00 pm​ ​ Evening Prayer 
7:30 pm​ ​ Indiv. Confession & Absolution 
8:00 pm ​ ​ Fireside Chats 
8:00 pm​ ​ Free Time/Entertainment 
11:00 pm​ ​ Compline 
12:00 am​ ​ Lights Out 

 
Day 4 

7:00 am​ ​ Breakfast 
8:00 am​ ​ Leaders’ Meeting 
8:00 am​ ​ Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 am​ ​ Announcements 
9:45 am​ ​ Plenary Session 4 
10:45 am​ ​ Closing Divine Service 
12:30 pm​ ​ Check Out and Lunch 
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2026 Conference Exhibitor Rates 
Description Price 

Exhibitor Table $350 (Each additional $50) 

On-Campus Housing $270/person 

On-Campus Meal Plan $150/person 

Pre-Plenary Slide/Video $50 (played for the entire conference season) 

Conference Book Ad - Full-page (5.5” W x 8.5” H) $600 

Conference Book Ad - Full page, inside front cover or inside  
back cover (Two of Each Available) 

$950 

  

Gold Sponsor Package ( Two Available )  $15,000 

Silver Sponsor Package $3,000 

2026 Higher Things Conference Competition Sponsor $10,000 

Higher Things - Beyond Young Adult Reception Sponsorship 
(Three Available) 

$2,000 
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