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Dying Church Rising Hope 2026

General

Why does Higher Things host conferences?

The mission of Higher Things is to make the Gifts of Christ Jesus known to youth and young adults.
Since 2000, Higher Things has held a total of 58 Lutheran youth conferences! In 2026, we are excited to
add three more to that list.

We host these events because youth need solid teaching and experiences that will nurture a lasting
Christian faith. Higher Things believes in challenging youth to learn the pure doctrine of the Christian
faith. By teaching them the same message that they already hear at home and at church, youth grow in
the fullness of the Christian faith as they come to appreciate historic liturgical practice and its unique
focus on God'’s Gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation for us delivered in Word and Sacrament.

What does the 2026 conference theme, “Dying Church Rising Hope,” mean?

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:11)

The Church is dying. It's a constant refrain sung by both a culture departed from virtue and those who
whisper “remember when” to each other amidst crumbling spires, dwindling numbers, and struggling
institutions. It's hard not to feel alone. Frustrated at the hypocrisy. Scared of the future. It's a trick of
the devil.

Satan paints a picture of an ideal church. Full to capacity. Free from the sinners who actually need
what's offered there, doing terrible things while pointing fingers elsewhere to hide their dark deeds.
Leading a culture that counts us as wise and follows along. In short, a church that needs no cross.

You'll catch sight of it when you realize that every whispered “remember when” is about attendance,
culture, and the trappings of power and safety instead of the day the faithful were scattered, the
crowds yelled “crucify”, and the sun was darkened as the Christ cried out it is finished. Remember
when Jesus saved you?

Christ builds His church at the gates of hell, and hell will not prevail against it, even if hell is really hot.
We focus more on the gates than the God of Jacob, who is our fortress. Repent. Rejoice. Rest. Be still.
Know who your God is. Know that the church is marked by being near to Jesus, not far from your fears.

Then realize that some of this stuff is supposed to die. Pride should die. Idolatry should die. Lust for
power should die. Every trapping of a theology of glory should die. And so should you, united with
Christ in your baptism. “For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his.” Good. So also you must consider yourself dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus. Look around. The word is preached faithfully. The sacraments are
administered rightly. This is how it's supposed to be.

Dying church.... Rising hope.
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What can | expect at a Higher Things conference?

You and your youth should expect to spend four days immersed in the Gospel. You'll hear about the
salvific work of Christ Jesus for you. You'll learn about the Christian faith, not just what we believe but
why we believe it and why it's essential. All this will equip your youth to talk about their faith to others.
You'll participate in worship services during which we join our voices with those of the historic
Christian Church through liturgy and hymns and hear the Gospel preached in its purity.

You and your youth will get to know hundreds of other youth just like you throughout the worship
services, the breakaways, and especially during the free time activities each evening. Higher Things
conferences are held every summer, so your youth will have an opportunity to build life-long
friendships as they worship, learn, and have fun together year after year!

Who may attend?

Higher Things conferences are intended for high school-aged youth and their adult leaders. Our
teaching is geared toward those already confirmed, but we gladly welcome middle school aged youth
and college aged adults at our conferences. Higher Things does not permit adults to attend on their
own without accompanying youth. Refer to our Events Policies for further details.

May | bring a non-Lutheran friend?

Yes! We love when there are non-Lutheran attendees to the Higher Things conferences! We ask that
these attendees be properly instructed regarding their exclusion from receiving the Sacrament of the
Altar.

What if | have special needs?

Higher Things works to best accommodate individuals with disabilities as needed. Additional fees may
need to be assessed for equipment rental, interpretive staff, on-campus transportation assistance,
parking, etc.

We also provide a sensory-friendly room at all conferences for attendees with various sensory needs,
anxiety, or those in need of a quiet place to rest and regroup.

Registration

When does registration open?

Registration for all conferences opens on November 1st, 2025. Registration for each site does not close
until the conference begins, unless a waitlist for that site is reached and our waitlist policy is
implemented. Note below that the registration rates increase the closer to the conference start date a
group registers.
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Where do | register?

All attendees will register online, via the registration portal found on the conference website

( ).

What are the registration costs?

We work diligently to keep costs as low as possible while providing the best conferences possible each
summer.

Early Bird Rate Regular Rate Late Registration
November 1, 2025 - February 1 - On or after
January 31, 2026 April 30, 2026 May 1, 2026

Washington University Week 1

St. Louis, MO $580.00 $605.00 $655.00
June 23-26, 2026

Washington University Week 2

St. Louis, MO $580.00 $605.00 $655.00
June 30 - July 3, 2026

Colorado State University

Fort Collins, CO $600.00 $625.00 $675.00
July 14-17, 2026

A non-refundable deposit of $150 is required to secure every attendee’s spot at their desired
conference, especially if said site reaches capacity and the waitlist policy is implemented. Payment of
the non-refundable deposit does not lock-in a group's registration rate.

Deposits will only be refunded for a cancellation if there is a waitlist for that conference at the time of
the cancellation, and someone from the waitlist can fill the spot forfeited by the cancellation. A
deposit may not be transferred out of the space that it saves. In other words, it MAY NOT be transferred
toward a group’s remaining balance if a cancellation occurs and there is no substitution to fill the
space.

Non-refundable deposit policies do not apply to infant, toddler, and child registrations.
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What does the registration fee include?

Your registration fee covers:
e Conference programming
e Planning and preparations
e Teaching (4 plenary sessions; 5 breakaway sessions; panel; fireside chats)
e Worship (2 Divine Services, 10 Prayer Offices)
e Entertainment activities
Three nights of on-campus housing, typically including linens
Nine meals (Tuesday dinner through Friday lunch)
Printed conference handbook
Printed worship booklet
Conference T-shirt
Access to weekly High School Bible Studies for the following academic year

How does Higher Things use my conference fees?

T-Shirts Entertainment Misc. Expenses | orirts
2% 4% 2%

Misc. Expenses
5%

Entertainment 3%

Travel
Travel
7%

Administrative Expenses

Adminsitrative Expenses
Housing/Meals/Facility Charges 21%
61%

Housing/Meals/Facility Charges
60%

WashU Expenses CSU Expenses

Misc. Expenses include Lanyards, Worship Supplies, Development Events, and Conference Books.

Are scholarships available?

Yes, Higher Things has limited funding available for full or partial individual or group scholarships.
Please contact Patrick Sturdivant, the development executive (development@higherthings.org), for
more information on applying for conference scholarships. You can also find the application on the
conference website, https://higherthings.or rh/, beginning on November 1st, 2025. Scholarship

Applications are due no later than March 1, 2026.
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Are scholarships available for people on a waitlist for the conference?

Yes, scholarships are still offered to those on a conference waitlist. We encourage you to apply for
scholarships as soon as you know you are on the waitlist. Any funds awarded will be applied to your
registration costs if your group is admitted into a conference or you transfer your registration to
another conference.

How many chaperones are allowed per youth?

Higher Things requires that each group must provide at least one male adult for every seven male
youth (11-17 years of age at the time of the conference) and/or at least one female adult for every
seven female youth (11-17 years of age at the time of the conference) in the group. The ratio of adults to
youth in each group may not exceed 1:1. Chaperones must be at least 21 years old at the time of the
conference and approved by the group’s pastor for their role. All chaperones and any other adults
attending the conference must also complete the registration and any required background check
process. See Registration Policies for additional information about chaperones and other adult
registrants.

What if | can’t find enough chaperones from my church?

If your group does not have the necessary number of adult chaperones to attend the conference,
contact the registrar (registrar@higherthings.org) for assistance. The registrar can provide you with
contact information for other groups attending your conference who may be interested in assisting
you.

My church doesn’t sponsor youth to go to HT conferences.

You are still more than welcome to attend! Your group can consist of even just a single youth and a
parent as a chaperone.

When should we plan to arrive and depart?

The opening Divine Service begins at 2:00 pm on Tuesday of the conference week (registration check-in
will run from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm), and the conference will finish around lunch on Friday.

Groups may also stay on campus for one extra night before and/or after the conference for an
additional fee of $50 per person per night (additional meals not included). Check-in on the day before
the conference will be between 5:00 and 10:00 pm, and those staying an extra day after the conference
should plan to check out by 10:00 am the day after the conference closes.

Transportation
How do we get to the conference?

Groups are responsible for obtaining their own transportation to and from the conference sites. If
traveling by airplane, bus, or train, groups will also need to make arrangements for ground
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transportation to and from the campus and for your group’s private use during the week if you want to
go sightseeing on your own.

How much walking is involved?

A lot. Seriously. A LOT. Because of the nature of college campuses, you will get your exercise! If
someone attending with your group cannot walk long distances or will need assistance getting around
at the conference, please note this as a special need with their registration and contact the conference
registrar (registrar@higherthings.org). We are happy to accommodate anyone with special needs to the
best of our ability but we need your help to plan in advance. Additional fees may be assessed.

How do | get to area attractions during the conference?

Any off-site transportation for scheduled conference activities will be provided by Higher Things and is
included in your registration fee. If groups choose to take their own vehicles to scheduled off-site
activities, they will be responsible for additional charges (parking, tolls, etc.). Groups are responsible
for arranging their own transportation for any sightseeing not included as part of the conference.

Is parking available on campus?

If applicable, group leaders will be provided with detailed information about parking (including fees
and how to obtain parking passes) before the conference.

Housing
What kind of housing can we expect?

Since Higher Things conferences are held on college campuses, all registrants will stay in residence
halls. Sometimes this means a suite of two double-capacity rooms with a shared bathroom between
the rooms. Or some residence halls will have standard double rooms with common (single-sex)
lavatories with private toilets and shower stalls. Not all residence halls on campuses have air
conditioning. If you are assigned to buildings without air conditioning, we will do our best to notify you
in advance so you may bring small fans. You can follow up with us close to the conference date to
check on your group’s dorm air conditioning status.

How many people will be assigned per room?

Groups should plan for two occupants per room. You may request roommates from within your own
group. Private rooms are available by request for an additional fee of $50 per room per night ($150
total for three nights). If your group does not fully occupy the available rooms or suites, roommates
and/or suite-mates (of the same sex and age category) may be assigned from another group. Please
see the Housing Policy for details about roommate assignments.
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Will groups be housed together?

Male and female rooms will be separated by floor, wing, or building. We will do our best to assign
group members’ rooms near one another. Adults will not be housed in the same room as a youth
unless there is a direct familial relationship AND both adults and youth are of the same sex. Please see
the Housing Policy for details.

Can spouses be housed together?

Unfortunately, no. We assign rooms with male and female rooms appropriately separated by floor,
wing, or building. Chaperones must be housed with the youth from their groups.

Are linens provided?

Typically yes, pillows, bed linens (including blankets), and towels are usually provided for each
registrant. However, most campuses do not provide mattress pads or fitted sheets.

If any of the above linens are not provided by the campus, group leaders will be notified well in
advance to bring them. Registrants may bring additional linens of their own.

Do we have to stay on campus?

Higher Things does not require groups to stay on campus. However, we will not reimburse or discount
your registration fee if you choose to stay off campus. Higher Things believes staying in dorms is a
great part of the conference experience, allowing youth a glimpse of college life and opportunity to
meet other youth at the conference, forming lasting friendships.

Occasionally, due to facility limitations at specific sites, Higher Things will open a limited number of
off-site housing registrations. For a discounted price, registrants will receive access to all conference
programming, meals, and conference materials, but will be responsible for arranging their own lodging
for the duration of the conference. Typically, Higher Things has strict housing policies regarding gender
and age in relation to housing. These housing policies do not apply to those registered to stay off
campus. If a group chooses the off campus, the group will be responsible for establishing room
assignments and chaperoning accordingly (the 1:7 ratio still applies while your group is on campus
during the day).

Can we stay on campus before and/or after the conference?

Yes! You may spend one additional night on campus before and/or after the conference—in the same
room(s) you'll use for the rest of the week—for just $50/person/night. Meals are not provided for these
extra days. Groups must notify the registrar that they will need an extra night no later than May 15.
Those arriving early may check in on campus between 5:00-10:00 pm the evening before the conference
begins and must check out by 10:00 am the day following the conference.
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Worship

How many services do we get to attend each day?

There will be three to four church services held throughout each day of the conference. We will start
the day together with either Matins, followed by Vespers in the mid-afternoon, and end the day
together with Evening Prayer. Time for Individual Confession and Absolution is also offered following
Evening Prayer. Small groups are encouraged to gather for Compline before lights-out. There are also
two Divine Services held on the opening and closing day of each conference for all attendees to gather
together and receive the blessed Sacrament of the Altar, along with all the other gifts of God we receive
all week.

We understand many of these services may be unfamiliar to some but we encourage you to participate
in each service, asking questions as you have them and learning from your fellow brothers and sisters
in Christ. Each year many youth report that worship is the best part of the conference week and that
they miss it once they return home. You may also use our Teaching Service videos for an introduction!

From where do the services come?

All services are taken from the Lutheran Service Book, which most of you use in your own churches. It is
a long-standing tradition in the Christian Church to conduct brief prayer services throughout the day.
These services provide a great way to keep our days focused on Christ and His Gifts for us, giving a
rhythm to the life of a Christian.

Is there a conference hymn each year?

“w

The conference hymn for the Dying Church Rising Hope 2026 conferences is “Built on the Rock, the
Church Shall Stand” (LSB 645). You can use this hymn in your congregations in the weeks and months
leading up to the conference. It's a beautiful hymn that we're sure everyone will enjoy singing together!

Can people not attending the conference come to worship?

Individuals or small groups local to the conference site but not attending a conference are welcome to
come to either the opening or closing Divine Services. We especially encourage groups newer to Higher
Things to invite interested parties to get a glimpse of Higher Things. If you are interested in a visitor's
worship pass (free of charge for those only attending worship), please contact the registrar
(registrar@higherthings.org).
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Music
May | sing in the choir?

YES! Participating in the conference choir is one of the best ways for youth (and adults) from all over
the country to get to know each other. Everyone is welcome to sing in the choir, regardless of
experience! Rehearsal times will be included in the week’s schedule.

Please register for the conference choir by June 1st so we know how many music packets to have
available.

May | play my instrument at the conference?
Yes! Depending on the number of volunteers and the space available for an orchestra, this process may

include an audition. If you'd like to volunteer to play during the conference, notify your group leader to
indicate so on your registration and/or contact the conference registrar (registrar@higherthings.org).

Teaching
What is a plenary speaker?

Plenary speakers are the main speakers for the conference! Check out the website for more
information.

What is a breakaway?

Breakaways are sessions taught by pastors and other adults attending the conference with their youth
groups. Attendees have five different sessions to choose from at each conference.

When can we get a list of breakaways?

Breakaway titles, abstracts, and speakers are announced June 2026.

Do we need to sign up for breakaways in advance?

No. Breakaway seating is on a first-come, first-seated basis.

How are breakaway speakers selected?

Breakaway speakers are chosen from the pastors and lay members of LCMS congregations in good
standing who apply to teach in February. All speakers must also be comfortable communicating with
youth, and they should try to prepare their sessions in such a way that will help them live out their
faith in love and service to others. Interested in teaching? Watch the website for more information!
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Free Time/Entertainment

How much free time will there be?

We plan a few hours of scheduled entertainment events and/or free time each afternoon and evening
of the conference week. However, if your group wants to do some more extensive sightseeing around
the conference cities, you should plan for an extra day in town to do that.

For your convenience, groups can reserve an extra night (Monday and/or Friday) in their rooms on
campus at the time of registration for $50/person/night.

What will we be doing for fun?

We're working on planning some really great activities that we'll be able to tell you about very soon!

College Conference Volunteers

What are College Conference Volunteers?

College Conference Volunteers (CCVs) play an integral role in the conference staff. They are energetic
young people who volunteer to help manage the conferences on the ground. They work hard and play
even harder. They are often seasoned Higher Things conference-goers, but some newbies get their first
HT experience as a CCV.

What kinds of things do CCVs do at the conferences?

e Registration: Directing groups through the registration check-in, helping to prepare and
distribute materials, directing people to dorms and parking areas, helping to break down the
information table after the end of the conference, etc.

e Speaker Care: CCVs are assigned to a breakaway speaker to hand out materials in the
breakaways, make sure speakers have any needed food and/or beverages, run AV, remind
attendees to text in evaluations, etc.

e Worship: Help setup and breakdown the conference chapel, assist with crowd control and altar
guild duties.

Merchandise: Help set up and break down as needed.

General: Help supervise activities, give directions, run errands, answer questions, put up signs,
etc.

Photography: Take pictures of everyone having a great time.

AV: Assist our media staff with audio/video recording.

How much is my registration if | am selected as a CCV?

CCV registration is FREE! If travel costs are a hindrance to you applying, reach out and we’ll talk.
Scholarship money is available to help!
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How old do | have to be to be a CCV?

You must be at least 18 years old and have completed your high school studies at the time of the
conference. We'll accept young adults 18-24 years of age.

How and when do | apply to be a CCV?

You can apply online at https://higherthings.org/dcrh/ between November 1, 2025, and March 1, 2026.
Look for the link on the conference website. Applicants will be notified by March 15, 2026, if they have
been selected to serve as a CCV.

Should I still register even though | am applying?

Yes. Whether your church is sending a group to the conference or not, you should register as an
individual or with your group AND complete the CCV application so that you are sure to get into the
conference, should it fill. If you are selected as a CCV, your registration will then be processed
separately from your group and Higher Things will reimburse any balance paid. You will also be
assigned housing in a separate staff area.

Other Conference Support

How else can | support the conferences?

e Pray for Higher Things! Our staff, volunteers and board members welcome your prayers above
all things.

e Give! Regular gifts to Higher Things: The organization’s yearly operations are supported by
general individual, church donations, and sponsorships of other non-profit organizations.

e CCV scholarships! Our college volunteer registrations are paid as a conference expense so that
these volunteers don’t have to pay registration fees.

e Registrant scholarships! Full and partial conference registration scholarships are now available
to registrants and groups with financial needs.

e Sponsorships! Contact exhibitors@higherthings.org for more information about sponsorship
opportunities.

e For more information about further opportunities to collaborate or contribute, contact our
development executive, Patrick Sturdivant at patrick@higherthings.org.
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Sample Conference Schedule

Day1 Day 3
1:00 pm Leaders’ Meeting 7:00 am Breakfast
2:00 pm Opening Divine Service 8:00 am Choir Rehearsal
4:00 pm Plenary Session 1 9:00 am Matins
5:00 pm Dinner 10:00 am Plenary Session 3
7:00 pm Breakaway Session A 11:00 am Lunch
8:00 pm Evening Prayer 11:15 am Leaders’ Meeting
8:30 pm Private Confession 1:00 pm Vespers
8:30 pm Free Time/Entertainment 2:00 pm Breakaway Session D
11:00 pm Compline 2:45 pm Free Time // TY Reception
12:00 am Lights Out 4:00 pm Breakaway Session E
5:00 pm Dinner
Day 2 7:00 pm Evening Prayer
7:30 pm Private Confession
7:00 am Breakfast 8:00 pm Free Time/Entertainment
8:00 am Choir Rehearsal 11:00 pm Compline
9:00 am Matins 12:00 am Lights Out
10:00 am Plenary Session 2
11:00 am Lunch Day 4
11:15 am Leaders’ Meeting
1:00 pm Vespers 7:00 am Breakfast
1:45 pm Free Time 8:00 am Choir Rehearsal
2:45 pm Panel 9:00 am Plenary Session 4
4:00 pm Breakaway Session B 10:30 am Closing Divine Service
5:00 pm Dinner 12:00 pm Lunch
7:00 pm Breakaway Session C
8:00 pm Evening Prayer
8:30 pm Private Confession
8:30 pm Free Time/Entertainment
11:00 pm Compline
12:00 am Lights Out
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