
Session A 

Gospel Fiction? Finding Truth in Stories 
Rev. Bror Erickson 
CC 803 

Did you know that Christians have used fiction to convey the truth of God’s Word and 
teach the Gospel? The idea that truth can be found in fiction (stories that aren’t true!) 
may seem strange, but even Jesus taught using parables. In a similar way, we’ll see how 
Bo Giertz, a twentieth-century Lutheran bishop, used historical fiction to preach truth to 
people who might not hear it any other way. Be careful, however—you may come away 
with a desire to read more fiction or even write your own as a way to share the truth! 

Rev. Erickson is the pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Fort Morgan, CO. You can reach 
him at pr.bror@gmail.com. 

Life Redeemed: Hope Amid Brokenness 
Rev. Kelly Krieg 
CC 162-75 

Abortion is one of the most painful and tragic realities of our broken world. It’s a sin that 
destroys life, leaves lasting wounds, and reveals the depth of our fallen nature. But 
Christ is making all things new—even in the face of death and destruction. You’ll learn 
to understand abortion through a Biblical lens, confront its realities with both truth and 
love, and hold fast to the hope we have in Christ, who redeems even the most broken 
situations. 

Rev. Krieg is the pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran Church - William Penn in Brenham, TX. 
You can reach him at kellydeankrieg@gmail.com. 



For the Bullied 
Rev. Harrison Goodman 
CC 165-69 

When you’re the kid who gets bullied, the weight of each day gets heavier. You wake up 
and go to sleep feeling unsafe. Alone. Worthless. Trapped. In short, it’s a reversing of 
everything God speaks about you in the Gospel. Words have power, but God’s Word 
speaks louder and more. It points you to the places where your identity is secure as He 
gives strength to endure your enemies with long-suffering patience and even hope. The 
Bible doesn’t make bullies go away, but it secures us in something that endures. We are 
more than conquerors through Him who loves us! 

Rev. Goodman is the Executive Director of Mission and Theology of Higher Things. You 
can reach him at rev.goodman@higherthings.org. 

10 Reasons I’m a Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Ware 
CC 804-09 

Why am I a Lutheran? I’ve got ten reasons for you: Lutherans are (1) TRULY CATHOLIC, 
(2) FAITHFUL TO SCRIPTURE, with an (3) INTELLECTUAL HUMILITY, that results in a (4) 
CHRIST-CENTERED, proclamation (5) of LAW AND GOSPEL, and stresses the (6) 
JUSTIFICATION OF THE SINNER APART FROM WORKS.  Lutherans embrace a (7) 
SACRAMENTAL (8) CROSS-CENTERED spirituality, that gives us (9) CHRISTIAN FREEDOM 
to love and serve our neighbors in our various (10) callings or VOCATIONS.  Discover the 
ten reasons I’m a Lutheran and why you should be one too. 

Rev. Ware is the pastor at All Saints Lutheran Church in Charlotte, NC. He's also the Vice 
President of the Higher Things Board of Directors. You can reach him at 
rev.ware@higherthings.org. 

You Will Be Perfect 
Rev. Thomas Olson 
CC 805-09 

Jesus says you will be. Or is this a command? What is Jesus talking about and how can 
this be? Jesus is describing you, His new creation. We will wander through the Scriptures 
and learn to understand Jesus in Matthew 5 in the context of the rest of His holy Words 
from Genesis to Revelation. 

Rev. Olson is the pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Tryon, NC.  

mailto:rev.goodman@higherthings.org


Here Am I, Send Me! 
Glenn Rollins 
CC 904-08 

Have you thought about what career you want to pursue after high school? Have you 
considered how your gifts, talents and abilities will inform how you can make a positive 
impact in this world? Have you heard the Lord asking, “Who will I send?” (Isaiah 6: 8) 
Come and hear about LCMS church work vocations and listen to current Concordia 
University church work students as they talk about how they made the decision to be 
sent to serve the Lord. Learn to their pathway toward a church work vocation to help 
you to decide upon your own vocational journey. 

Mr. Rollins is with the office Set Apart to Serve from the LCMS. You can reach him at 
glennrollins79@gmail.com. 



Session B 
Recalled to Life 
Jocelyn Benson 
CC 803 

“It was the best times, it was the worst of times. . . .” This famous line from Charles 
Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities is only the beginning. A few pages in, a mysterious message 
gets delivered and the return message is simply: “Recalled to life.” What does this mean? 
A Tale of Two Cities helps us to grapple with life in the “now, but not yet.” With Dickens, 
we’ll ponder the baptismal realities of daily dying and rising as we live out our vocations 
this side of heaven. 

Mrs. Bensen is the Headmaster of Wittenberg Academy. You can reach her at 
joyful1j@gmail.com.  

The New Family in Christ 
Rev. Ryan Ogrodowicz 
CC 162-75 

Jesus’ words “Behold, I am making all things new” clash with our senses that perceive 
the family as more trouble than it’s worth. Where is the newness of God in families 
ravaged by divorce, rebellion, pain, sadness, and hardship? Is marriage and family even 
worth pursuing? We’ll look at these questions and others in this session on the gift of 
family as created by God, why it’s still good in a fallen creation, and how in our struggles 
in this blessed vocation we find consolation in the One has made all things new by His 
cross and blood. 

Rev. Ogrodowicz is the pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Brenham, TX. You can reach 
him at pastorogrodowicz@gmail.com. 

mailto:pastorogrodowicz@gmail.com


Do Not Be Anxious 
Rev. Harrison Goodman 
CC 165-69 

Jesus says, “Do not be anxious about anything.” Yet this statement alone produces even 
more anxiety. But that’s not all He says! There’s no off switch for anxiety just because 
Jesus tells you not to be anxious. It isn’t a question of whether you should have anxiety. 
It’s a question of what to do with the anxiety you have. By contrasting worry and 
imagination, we’ll tackle anxiety, what it is, what Jesus promises for those who struggle 
with it, and what to do with it when you have it. 

Rev. Goodman is the Executive Director of Mission and Theology of Higher Things. You 
can reach him at rev.goodman@higherthings.org. 

Why Bodies Matter for Eternity 
Vicar Joshua Pauling 
CC 804-08 

Why did God give you a body? How should you think about the suffering, sickness, and 
limitations you experience in your body? Will you have a body in eternity? We will 
address these questions and more by tracing the role of the body in Creation, the Fall, 
Redemption, and the New Creation. 

Vicar Pauling is the Vicar at All Saints Lutheran Church in Charlotte, NC. You can reach 
him at joshccrockhill@gmail.com. 

Acedia: Then and Now 
Matthew Machemer 
CC 805-09 

Acedia, or sloth, is one of the 7 deadly sins and may just be the most prevalent sin of our 
modern age. It's more than laziness, or depression, or boredom . . . but it’s certainly not 
less! This session will explore what acedia is, where it comes from, and how it has 
afflicted Christians from the earliest days of the church until now. The good news is that, 
like with all things, the Lord Jesus Christ gives the tools to overcome acedia . . . and they 
are often found in the most unlikely of places! 

Mr. Machemer is with Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne. He also serves as the 
Cantor for this conference. You can reach him at matthew.machemer@ctsfw.edu. 

mailto:rev.goodman@higherthings.org
mailto:joshccrockhill@gmail.com
mailto:matthew.machemer@ctsfw.edu


Let's Plan Your Funeral! 
Rev. James Douthwaite 
CC 904-08 

Wait! What? Yo, Chap! I’m not planning on dying soon! Maybe not. But funerals are 
important rites of the church. Many today hold “celebrations of life” in place of funerals, 
but are they really the same thing? Should our focus be on the past—a life well-lived? 
Or on the future—a life made new in Christ and eternal? What is read, sung, and 
preached at your funeral points to your hope in Christ. We’ll look at the Lutheran 
Funeral rite and get you planning your own funeral. You’ll be surprised how much 
comfort this can give you even now! 

Rev. Douthwaite is the pastor at Saint Athanasius  Lutheran Church in Vienna, VA. He 
also serves as the Chaplain for this conference. You can reach him at 
revjdoc@gmail.com. 



Session C  
10 Reasons I’m a Lutheran 
Rev. Jeffrey Ware 
CC 804-08 

Why am I a Lutheran? I’ve got ten reasons for you: Lutherans are (1) TRULY CATHOLIC, 
(2) FAITHFUL TO SCRIPTURE, with an (3) INTELLECTUAL HUMILITY, that results in a (4) 
CHRIST-CENTERED, proclamation (5) of LAW AND GOSPEL, and stresses the (6) 
JUSTIFICATION OF THE SINNER APART FROM WORKS.  Lutherans embrace a (7) 
SACRAMENTAL (8) CROSS-CENTERED spirituality, that gives us (9) CHRISTIAN FREEDOM 
to love and serve our neighbors in our various (10) callings or VOCATIONS.  Discover the 
ten reasons I’m a Lutheran and why you should be one too. 

Rev. Ware is the pastor at All Saints Lutheran Church in Charlotte, NC. He's also the Vice 
President of the Higher Things Board of Directors. You can reach him at 
rev.ware@higherthings.org. 

Here Am I, Send Me! 
Glenn Rollins 
CC 805-09 

Have you thought about what career you want to pursue after high school? Have you 
considered how your gifts, talents and abilities will inform how you can make a positive 
impact in this world? Have you heard the Lord asking, “Who will I send?” (Isaiah 6: 8) 
Come and hear about LCMS church work vocations and listen to current Concordia 
University church work students as they talk about how they made the decision to be 
sent to serve the Lord. Learn to their pathway toward a church work vocation to help 
you to decide upon your own vocational journey. 

Mr. Rollins is with the office Set Apart to Serve from the LCMS. You can reach him at 
glennrollins79@gmail.com. 

mailto:rev.ware@higherthings.org
mailto:glennrollins79@gmail.com


Hurt (or What I Wish I Knew to Tell Ashley) 
Rev. Harrison Goodman 
CC 165-69 

When someone close to you is hurting, you just want it to stop. When it leaves scars and 
welts, it’s terrifying. The temptation to answer with platitudes like “it will be OK” gives 
way to outright lies that only try to bury the hurt instead of facing it. The truth is, sin isn’t 
just an idea that can be pushed aside by a smile and positive thinking. Sin is brokenness 
and hurt, but our God really did bleed for sin. Our God really did die for you. It is already 
finished. 

Rev. Goodman is the Executive Director of Mission and Theology of Higher Things. You 
can reach him at rev.goodman@higherthings.org. 

Jesus Crushes Satan's Head 
Rev. Peter Gregory 
CC 803 

Ever wonder what we mean when we confess that our Lord Jesus Christ descended into 
hell? You could probably tell a friend about how He was born, died, and rose again, but 
His descent into hell . . . well, you don’t know where that is in the Bible and can’t 
remember hearing about it at Sunday School, VBS, or in a sermon. You’ve got so many 
questions: Is the descent into hell part of Jesus’ suffering? When did He do it? How? And 
what does it have to do with His making all things new? Let’s find out! 

Rev. Gregory is the pastor at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Westminster, MA. He also 
serves as the Catechist for this conference. You can reach him at 
pgregory@oursaviorlcms.com. 

mailto:rev.goodman@higherthings.org
mailto:pgregory@oursaviorlcms.com


You’re Depressed, Now What? 
Deac. Emma Heinz 
CC 904-08 

Congratulations, you have depression! There are a million contradictory ideas about 
how you got depression, why you have it, and how to deal with it. Some say that 
medication will fix all your problems. Some say that just praying more will make it all 
better. How does a baptized child of God deal with depression? How should we view 
those who struggle with depression when their disorder leads to doubt or despair? How 
can a Christian faithfully suffer with depression? Short answer: Through the work of the 
Holy Spirit. But for a slightly longer answer, come on over! 

Deac. Emma Heinz is the Registrar at Higher Things. You can reach her at 
registrar@higherthings.org. 

Vocation in the Now and Not Yet 
Rev. Brian Stark 
CC 162-75 

As Christians, we live in the tension of the “now but not yet”—redeemed by Christ and 
called to live with purpose, even as we await the fullness of His Kingdom. In this 
breakaway session, we’ll explore what it means to live out your God-given identity and 
purpose today, in the middle of a world that feels unfinished and uncertain. Through 
Scripture, discussion, and practical encouragement, you’ll discover how God works 
through your everyday life to serve others, share hope, and glorify Him—even as you 
wait for what’s still to come. 

Rev. Stark is with Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne. You can reach him at 
brian.stark@ctsfw.edu. 

mailto:registrar@higherthings.org


Session D 
Youth Ministry 101 
Crysten Sanchez 
CC 803 

Thinking about putting together a youth program can seem daunting. Let’s start with 
some building blocks that go into a healthy, sustainable, safe youth program! We’ll 
share resources and ideas as well! Crysten Sanchez, former youth coordinator at a 
church in Iowa, will walk you through the many pieces of the puzzle. 

Mrs. Sanchez is the Executive Director of Operations for Higher Things. You can reach 
her at csanchez@higherthings.org. 

Life Redeemed: Hope Amid Brokenness 
Rev. Kelly Krieg 
CC 162-75 

Abortion is one of the most painful and tragic realities of our broken world. It’s a sin that 
destroys life, leaves lasting wounds, and reveals the depth of our fallen nature. But 
Christ is making all things new—even in the face of death and destruction. You’ll learn 
to understand abortion through a Biblical lens, confront its realities with both truth and 
love, and hold fast to the hope we have in Christ, who redeems even the most broken 
situations. 

Rev. Krieg is the pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran Church - William Penn in Brenham, TX. 
You can reach him at kellydeankrieg@gmail.com. 

mailto:csanchez@higherthings.org


The New Family in Christ 
Rev. Ryan Ogrodowicz 
CC 165-69 

Jesus’ words “Behold, I am making all things new” clash with our senses that perceive 
the family as more trouble than it’s worth. Where is the newness of God in families 
ravaged by divorce, rebellion, pain, sadness, and hardship? Is marriage and family even 
worth pursuing? We’ll look at these questions and others in this session on the gift of 
family as created by God, why it’s still good in a fallen creation, and how in our struggles 
in this blessed vocation we find consolation in the One has made all things new by His 
cross and blood. 

Rev. Ogrodowicz is the pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Brenham, TX. You can reach 
him at pastorogrodowicz@gmail.com. 

Recalled to Life 
Jocelyn Benson 
CC 804-08 

“It was the best times, it was the worst of times. . . .” This famous line from Charles 
Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities is only the beginning. A few pages in, a mysterious message 
gets delivered and the return message is simply: “Recalled to life.” What does this mean? 
A Tale of Two Cities helps us to grapple with life in the “now, but not yet.” With Dickens, 
we’ll ponder the baptismal realities of daily dying and rising as we live out our vocations 
this side of heaven. 

Mrs. Bensen is the Headmaster of Wittenberg Academy. You can reach her at 
joyful1j@gmail.com.  

mailto:pastorogrodowicz@gmail.com


You’re Depressed, Now What? 
Deac. Emma Heinz 
CC 805-09 

Congratulations, you have depression! There are a million contradictory ideas about 
how you got depression, why you have it, and how to deal with it. Some say that 
medication will fix all your problems. Some say that just praying more will make it all 
better. How does a baptized child of God deal with depression? How should we view 
those who struggle with depression when their disorder leads to doubt or despair? How 
can a Christian faithfully suffer with depression? Short answer: Through the work of the 
Holy Spirit. But for a slightly longer answer, come on over! 

Deac. Emma Heinz is the Registrar at Higher Things. You can reach her at 
registrar@higherthings.org. 

Martin Luther, the Reformation, and the Mass 
Rev. Dr. James Lee 
CC 904-08 

Martin Luther's radical reinterpretation of the Lord's Supper represents a pivotal 
moment in Christian theological history. How did Luther approach the Sacrament of the 
Altar? What were His criticisms of medieval Roman Catholic sacramental theology and 
practice of the Mass? It all hinges on Jesus’ institution! Learn about the profound 
theological and liturgical shifts that reshaped Christian understanding of the Lord’s 
Supper. Luther’s sacramental theology was truly revolutionary and still contributes to 
our rich liturgical heritage today. 

Rev. Dr. Lee is with Concordia University Chicago. You can reach him at 
james.lee@cuchicago.edu. 

mailto:registrar@higherthings.org
mailto:james.lee@cuchicago.edu


Organ Boot Camp 
Matthew Machemer 
CC Auditorium 

The organ is the king of instruments . . . and for good reason! The organ occupies a key 
role in the Lutheran liturgy and in presenting the church’s music. But sometimes the 
organ can seem a bit intimidating. What do those buttons actually do? Do you really 
play with your feet? And how many pipes is too many (trick question . . . you can never 
have too many!)? This session will explore how the organ works, what it takes to play 
the organ well, and what makes for a great church organist. 

Mr. Machemer is with Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne. He also serves as the 
Cantor for this conference. You can reach him at matthew.machemer@ctsfw.edu. 

mailto:matthew.machemer@ctsfw.edu


Session E  
Gospel Fiction? Finding Truth in Stories 
Rev. Bror Erickson 
CC 803 

Did you know that Christians have used fiction to convey the truth of God’s Word and 
teach the Gospel? The idea that truth can be found in fiction (stories that aren’t true!) 
may seem strange, but even Jesus taught using parables. In a similar way, we’ll see how 
Bo Giertz, a twentieth-century Lutheran bishop, used historical fiction to preach truth to 
people who might not hear it any other way. Be careful, however—you may come away 
with a desire to read more fiction or even write your own as a way to share the truth! 

Rev. Erickson is the pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Fort Morgan, CO. You can reach 
him at pr.bror@gmail.com. 

Acedia: Then and Now 
Matthew Machemer 
CC 162-75 

Acedia, or sloth, is one of the 7 deadly sins and may just be the most prevalent sin of our 
modern age. It's more than laziness, or depression, or boredom . . . but it’s certainly not 
less! This session will explore what acedia is, where it comes from, and how it has 
afflicted Christians from the earliest days of the church until now. The good news is that, 
like with all things, the Lord Jesus Christ gives the tools to overcome acedia . . . and they 
are often found in the most unlikely of places! 

Mr. Machemer is with Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne. He also serves as the 
Cantor for this conference. You can reach him at matthew.machemer@ctsfw.edu. 

mailto:pr.bror@gmail.com
mailto:matthew.machemer@ctsfw.edu


Do Not Be Anxious 
Rev. Harrison Goodman 
CC 165-69 

Jesus says, “Do not be anxious about anything.” Yet this statement alone produces even 
more anxiety. But that’s not all He says! There’s no off switch for anxiety just because 
Jesus tells you not to be anxious. It isn’t a question of whether you should have anxiety. 
It’s a question of what to do with the anxiety you have. By contrasting worry and 
imagination, we’ll tackle anxiety, what it is, what Jesus promises for those who struggle 
with it, and what to do with it when you have it. 

Rev. Goodman is the Executive Director of Mission and Theology of Higher Things. You 
can reach him at rev.goodman@higherthings.org. 

Why Bodies Matter for Eternity 
Vicar Joshua Pauling 
CC 804-08 

Why did God give you a body? How should you think about the suffering, sickness, and 
limitations you experience in your body? Will you have a body in eternity? We will 
address these questions and more by tracing the role of the body in Creation, the Fall, 
Redemption, and the New Creation. 

Vicar Pauling is the Vicar at All Saints Lutheran Church in Charlotte, NC. You can reach 
him at joshccrockhill@gmail.com. 

You Will Be Perfect 
Rev. Thomas Olson 
CC 805-09 

Jesus says you will be. Or is this a command? What is Jesus talking about and how can 
this be? Jesus is describing you, His new creation. We will wander through the Scriptures 
and learn to understand Jesus in Matthew 5 in the context of the rest of His holy Words 
from Genesis to Revelation. 

Rev. Olson is the pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Tryon, NC.  

mailto:rev.goodman@higherthings.org
mailto:joshccrockhill@gmail.com


Let's Plan Your Funeral! 
Rev. James Douthwaite 
CC 904-08 

Wait! What? Yo, Chap! I’m not planning on dying soon! Maybe not. But funerals are 
important rites of the church. Many today hold “celebrations of life” in place of funerals, 
but are they really the same thing? Should our focus be on the past—a life well-lived? 
Or on the future—a life made new in Christ and eternal? What is read, sung, and 
preached at your funeral points to your hope in Christ. We’ll look at the Lutheran 
Funeral rite and get you planning your own funeral. You’ll be surprised how much 
comfort this can give you even now! 

Rev. Douthwaite is the pastor at Saint Athanasius  Lutheran Church in Vienna, VA. He 
also serves as the Chaplain for this conference. You can reach him at 
revjdoc@gmail.com. 




