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A Short Form for Daily Reflection

ADAPTED FROM LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
Make the sign of the Holy Cross and say:
In the name of the Father, T Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Read the Psalm for the Day (A table of daily psalms can be found in
Lutheran Service Book , page 304).
Read “Today’s Reading” if there is one listed.
Read the Daily Lectionary selections.
Read the Reflection for the Day.
Say the Apostles’ Creed.
Pray the Lord’s Prayer.
Pray one of these little prayers:
(In the Morning)

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Thy
dear Son, that Thou hast kept me this night from all harm
and danger; and I pray Thee to keep me this day also from sin
and all evil, that all my doings and life may please Thee. For
into Thy hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Thy holy angel be with me, that the Wicked Foe
may have no power over me. Amen.
In the morning go to your work with joy, singing a hymn, such as the
Ten Commandments, or what your devotion may suggest.
(In the Evening)

I thank Thee, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Thy dear Son, that Thou hast graciously kept me this day,
and I pray Thee to forgive me all my sins, where I have done
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Thy hands
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Thy
holy angel be with me, that the Wicked Foe may have no
power over me. Amen.
If it is evening, then go to sleep promptly and cheerfully.
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St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of Jesus and Martyr

OCTOBER 23, 2022
Today’s Reading: Acts 15:12-22, Introit for the 19th Sunday after Trinity:Ps.
78:1–3, 4b; antiphon: Ps. 35:3b; 34:17a, 6b; 48:14a
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 24:10-25:10; Matthew 16:13-28
Therefore my judgement is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles
who turn to God, but should write to them to abstain from the things
polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been
strangled, and from blood. (Acts 15:19, 20)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. What wise words are spoken from the mouth of St. James
in Acts 15:19,20. On this day each year, we remember the life of St. James of Jerusalem,
Brother of Jesus and Martyr. He is not mentioned much in Scripture, but these words
that he speaks are filled with wisdom and gentleness. Spoken at a time of an important
meeting in the life of the early Church. Paul and Barnabas were working amongst the
Gentiles in the land of Judah, when preachers came to the area from Jerusalem, teaching
falsely with the claim, “unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1). This was at odds with the Apostle’s teaching of being saved
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
What were the people of Judah to believe, that of these false preachers or that of the
Apostles? Unlike Jewish people who were familiar with what we know as the Old
Testament, the Gentiles most likely would not have known of such teaching. Similar
things happen in the world we live in today. We have the teaching of the Gospel whereby
we are saved through baptism and believing Jesus Christ died and rose for you. Whereas
other churches and religions teach of being saved through other means apart from
Christ. Should we, or friends, or family, face such teaching that leads to questioning the
Gospel in Jesus’ death and resurrection, take the lead from Paul and Barnabas, and take
it to the Church Leaders, seeking guidance as to how to respond.
We may expect those who are teaching falsely should be reprimanded. But St. James of
Jerusalem knows that he has no authority over such preachers as they were not part of
the Jerusalem Church. He instead gives the guidance to encourage the Gentiles in Judah
who had turned to God and basically practice spiritual circumcision, enacted by them
not partaking in activities that are considered sinful according to God’s Word. By not
partaking of such activities, they would not be influenced nor at danger of being led
astray to believe the false gospel as they heard the false teachers.
Pray that God would give us leaders in our Congregations and wider Church, to deal
gently with situations where people are affected by false preachers, and guide with
wisdom us and our fellow Brothers and Sisters in Christ to remain in the true Church
where only Jesus is our true Lord and Savior.
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
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Monday of the 19th Week after Trinity
OCTOBER 24, 2022

Today’s Reading: Matthew 9:1-8
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 25:17-26:19; Matthew 17:1-13
And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son;
your sins are forgiven.” (Matthew 9:2b)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Time and time again, the same story plays itself
out. Disaster. Fear. Despair. Frustration. Christians pray. Things are still a
mess. Never mind the questions of “why did this happen?” Those questions
don’t get asked when you still can’t catch your breath. These days, we ask “What
happens now?”
We know God answers prayer, but sometimes the medicine we ask for isn’t the
medicine we’re given. Sometimes God doesn’t seem too concerned with what we
want to talk about. Folks bring a paralyzed man to Jesus for a reason. He needs
help. Jesus looks upon him with compassion. Sees his troubles. He can’t walk.
He can’t care for himself. He can’t care for his family. So He says to the paralytic,
“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” But what happens now? He still
can’t walk.
We google what’s wrong with us and ask for the cure we’re sure will help. Oddly
enough, they still send doctors to medical school. Your doctor shouldn’t just give
you what you want, but what actually addresses what’s wrong with you. Jesus
takes aim at the deadliest disease first. Sin. It’s a condition. A disease. A cancer
that won’t be tamed by eating better or trying harder. It brings death and all its
trappings. All the sins you commit and all the ones you hide are symptoms of
what’s really wrong. So that gets cured first.
Jesus bears the cross for you. To forgive you all your sins. He dies. He rises.
Because death and all its trappings are undone. The rest follows when the time
is right. Sometimes that’s soon, and answers the question “what happens now?”
Sometimes that’s the last day and we can’t answer “when”. But we can know
that it’s coming. Your healing was already paid for by the cross. Already shown
in the empty tomb. And that does help with “What happens now?” Now, we
gather around Jesus, the source of strength and healing. Sometimes we have to
carry each other for a while. But we know where to take what’s wrong.
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole;
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me, Granting new life to my soul. Yes, Your
comfort renders sweet Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; For Your all-atoning passion Has
procured my soul’s salvation. (Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing, LSB 421:4)
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Tuesday of the 19th Week after Trinity
OCTOBER 25, 2022

Today’s Reading: Genesis 28:10-17
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 27:1-26; Matthew 17:14-27
And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the
top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it!
(Gen. 28:12)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Jacob goes camping. Finds a nice spot. Lays his
head on a rock and looks up at the stars. It sounds kind of nice. Peaceful. Put
it on Instagram. It’s the chunk of our lives we want others to see. Nevermind
the rest. Jacob is “camping” because he stole from his brother out of his own
father’s hand and his brother is literally trying to kill him. His father’s heart is
broken. His mother put him up to it. Dad’s health is failing, so when Jacob left,
stealing the blessing, he isn’t sure he’ll ever see him in this world again. But
that picture of him laying there looking up at the stars looks good.
Millions of people do the same thing. We hide the ugly. If we’re so afraid of each
other knowing, do you really want a God who looks down on you and sees it all?
How is that comforting? I’m not sure I want to be fully known. But it feels like
heaven is a long way from here, and God, I need some help.
So God won’t just look down on us from heaven. He doesn’t even just drop a
ladder down for us to climb out of the pit we dug for ourselves in our sin. He
becomes the ladder. Heaven is not so far away. Jesus doesn’t just connect
heaven and earth. He’s the location of heaven. Heaven is wherever Jesus is.
And Jesus descends to this world for you. To pull you out of the pit and take your
place. To die for sinners and grant you His life. You are forgiven. All your sins
are bled for. All the things you hide. God doesn’t just see. He saves. Church isn’t
a place to pretend things are fine. It’s a place to take your sins because God will
meet you there to forgive them all. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen
In a wat’ry grave are buried All our sins that Jesus carried; Christ, the Ark
of Life, has ferried Us across death’s raging flood. (Water, Blood, and Spirit
Crying, LSB 597:2)
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Wednesday of the 19th Week after Trinity
OCTOBER 26, 2022

Today’s Reading: Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, part 1
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 28:1-22; Matthew 18:1-20
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? It is the true body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us
Christians to eat and to drink. (Luther’s Small Catechism: Sacrament of the
Altar, Part 1)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. How do you know something is what it is? Is it
in the conviction you are told of it? Is it that you have seen or touched it? Is it
because the person who told you of it, you already respect and trust?
When it comes to the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, you can have
full confidence it is what it is. We are told by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul
recording these words, Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread … “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” And “He
took the cup after supper … “this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”
We trust these words are what they are and do what they say, “ forgive”. And to
receive the full benefit of this “ forgiveness” is to participate. But to participate,
you will not find this specific meal at the diner of IKEA, or COSTCO, or your
family’s favorite haunt for Sunday brunch. You will only find this specific meal
where it has been designed and instituted to be, where the gathered Brothers
and Sisters in Christ gather to hear God’s Word and receive His Sacrament,
Church.
Sadly though, not all churches teach and practice as our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ intended this meal to be. Some do not believe it possible for Jesus
to be physically present in the bread and wine. Some believe the bread turns
into Jesus’ body, the wine turns into Jesus’ blood. Unfortunately, their human
minds are unable to take Jesus Christ at his Word, and in so doing, miss out on
receiving Heaven on earth and all the blessings that come with this. This is why
it is so important to trust the words Jesus Christ spoke. In the bread IS Christ’s
body. In the cup (wine) IS Christ’s blood. Christ is truly present in both, enabling
you who receive this, Heaven on earth. This is a blessing which goes beyond
all human understanding. Keeping your hearts and minds fixed on the true
hope when you breathe your last in this world, you continue in the one to come
beyond death, Heaven itself. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless: “This is My flesh and blood!”
He bids us eat and drink with thankfulness This gift of holy food. All Human
thought must falter – Our God stoops low to heal, Now present on the altar, For
us both host and meal! (“Wide Open Stand the Gates” LSB st. 2)
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Thursday of the 19th Week after Trinity
OCTOBER 27, 2022

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 4:22-28
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 29:1-29; Matthew 18:21-35
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth
with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. (Ephesians 4:25)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Have you ever told a lie? The thing with telling a
lie is that you have to remember who you told it to and what you said. But as
a lie is not the truth of what should have been spoken, in order not to be found
out you have lied, most likely another lie is going to have to be made up. Is this
starting to seem a bit complicated? Would it not have been all the easier to
speak the truth in the first place?
St. Paul in writing his letter to the Ephesians speaks of what sits behind a
lie. Your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt
through deceitful desires (Ephesians 4:22). This is talk of what life is like before
the renewal of your minds, the renewal that takes place through putting your
baptism into practice by confessing your thoughts, words, and actions that
are at odds with living a God pleasing life. Having confessed your sins, you are
forgiven in Christ’s death on the cross, and through his resurrection, you get to
put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness (v 24).
Through practicing your Baptismal life, confessing your sins, being forgiven,
the last thing on your mind is to lie. You prefer to speak the truth, because you
do not need to hide your wrong doing as it has been removed in the waters of
baptism, and Christ’s forgiveness saturates you. This gives you confidence to
speak the truth with your neighbor. You will want to serve your neighbor in love,
doing what is best for them. Let them not continue to live in falsehood but move
towards bringing them to the awareness they are not living a God pleasing life.
Encourage them to put off their old self and put away falsehood and receive
forgiveness so they may live in true righteousness and holiness. For they too
can live in the forgiveness of Christ and in turn, have something to share with
anyone in need. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Let us daily die to sin; Let us daily rise with Him, Walk in the love of Christ our
Lord, Live in the peace of God. (“Father Welcomes” LSB 605 st. 3)
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St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles
OCTOBER 28, 2022

Today’s Reading: John 15:12-21
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 30:1-20; Matthew 19:1-15
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask
the Father in my name, he may give it to you. (John 15:6)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Saints Simon and Jude did not choose to be of the Apostles,
their Lord Jesus called them. First, to be his Disciples, learning from his teaching, his
practice of connecting the Love of His Heavenly Father into the lives of those who needed
to hear it, sinners one and all. Sinners received the Gospel of Christ and after believing
and being baptized, their lives changed and they started seeing things in a new light, the
light of Christ’s Resurrection. Second, to follow the instruction of their Lord Jesus to take
what they learnt as Disciples, and upon being given the authority from their Lord Jesus,
connected it into people’s lives as they spread the Gospel to people in need of knowing
hope beyond this world of trial and tribulation.
You may say, ‘that’s not me’. Yet it is you. Through your Baptism, you are called to learn
God’s Word, it’s connection and application into first your own life, but then second,
having learnt the power in God’s Word to turn you from your sinful thoughts, words, and
actions, to receive Jesus Christ’s forgiveness continually, you are compelled to share this
life changing Word with those you meet day in, day out.
Saints Simon and Jude were not of the disciples mentioned regularly like Peter, Matthew,
Luke. Yet, they lived their place within the Disciples of Jesus, learning from him, and
when the time came, shared their learnings of God’s Word and its connection into life,
as they took the message of the Gospel up to Persia. Though spoken of very little in the
accounts of Jesus and the Disciples, Saints Simon and Jude followed the instructions of
Jesus and bore the fruit of the Gospel into the lives they came into contact with as they
traveled and settled in Persia.
Should you find yourself not a Peter, Matthew, or Luke, but rather relate to Simon and
Jude, be encouraged that you still have an important part in the kingdom. Jesus chose
you and appointed you in your baptism to learn and then go and bear the fruit of the
Gospel into the lives of family, friends and all people you meet each and everyday.
Be strengthened in the promise that though this seems impossible, you can ask your
Heavenly Father for help in bearing fruit, and he will give it to you. In the Name + of Jesus.
Amen.
“Lord, here am I:” Your fire impart To this poor cold self-centered soul; Touch but my lips,
my hands, my heart, And make a world for Christ my goal. (LSB 831 v4 of “How shall they
hear,” Who have not heard)
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Saturday of the 19th Week after Trinity
OCTOBER 29, 2022

Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 31:1-29; Matthew 19:16-30
Psalm 48:1 The Lord is righteous in all he has done to us, for we have not
obeyed his commandments.
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The Lord is righteous in all he has done to us,
for we have not obeyed his commandments. It’s not reassuring. You deserve
everything that you get. The blame you sling at others. The excuses you craft
for yourself. It all melts away under the Lord’s justice. He didn’t just see it. He
acts righteously in response. You deserve this. The sinner recoils. We think
we know what righteousness looks like. But we can only seem to measure it in
“better than us.” The Lord won’t belittle the word righteousness to mean “didn’t
mess up as bad as you.”
Righteousness isn’t a state for Him. It’s an action. If you spend every moment
flinching away from God out of fear of punishment, you’ll miss it too. If the Lord
was simply “ fair” in what He has done to us, we’d be in hell. All of us are doing
way better than we deserve. The Lord is righteous in all He has done to us. He
has redeemed us. Righteousness was a verb. He made you Righteous too. It
fills the mouth of the psalmist. Glorify Your name, O Lord; and deal with us
according to Your great mercy. We have not obeyed the Lord’s commandments,
so He has crucified us with Jesus in our baptism. And He has raised us, free,
forgiven, and holy. It’s what righteousness looks like. Not just better than
someone else, but wholly without sin. Jesus isn’t content being without sin
Himself. He wraps you up in the same. So that righteousness isn’t an action for
you. It’s a state. You are baptized. You are righteous. You are the one who has
received mercy. You don’t earn it. You don’t do it. You receive it. You are it. You
are righteous. Mercied. Forgiven. Loved.
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised. We can spend our days rejoicing in
God’s steadfast love that takes action and shape. It bears the cross for you, and
makes you into one who doesn’t need to hide from God, but can rejoice in His
judgments. He has judged the Son that you would be judged righteous.
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
It brings the Savior’s righteousness To robe our souls in royal dress; From all
our guilt it brings release And gives the troubled conscience peace. (The Gospel
Shows the Father’s Grace, LSB 580: 3)
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The 20th Sunday after Trinity
OCTOBER 30, 2022

Today’s Reading: Matthew 22:1-14, Introit: Ps. 48:1, 9–11
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 31:30-32:27; Matthew 20:1-16
“Everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.” (Mt. 22:4c)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Today the Lord bids you to feast at the house
of the King! You know the food will be good. The meals at regular wedding
receptions are always tasty - with cake, too! How much better would the
meal be at the wedding reception for the King’s Son?
But in the parable, the people who were invited won’t come. They make
excuses why they’d rather not go. “Sorry, just got married, and we wanted
to just watch TV tonight...” “Sorry, can’t come. Cows matter but you don’t...”
How lame are these excuses!
God invites you to a different kind of wedding feast, the wedding feast of
the Lamb and His Church. That will happen in heaven, surely. But it also
happens every Sunday where the Gospel is purely proclaimed and the
Sacraments rightly administered according to God’s Word, in the liturgy.
The service of the Sacrament is rightly called “a foretaste of the feast to
come,” that feast of forgiveness that will come eventually on the last day. But
today, God invites you to sit at Jesus’ feet and hear His Word, and taste His
body and drink His blood for the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper. But
do you make excuses to God why you can’t go? (If you’re sick or something,
that’s an ok time to stay home from church. Just be in God’s Word if that
happens).
In the parable, the king destroyed the murderers and everyone in their city,
then he invited others who seemed to be less worthy. God’s Law thunders
from heaven. It silences every mouth by holding the whole world guilty. But
it also puts our sins to death as it leads us to repent and actively turn away
from our sins. Then, for we who are unworthy guests who repent of our sins,
God invites us to trust His love and forgiveness in Christ. This is the Gospel,
the invite to this heavenly feast on earth as well as the robe of Christ’s
righteousness that covers your sins. But are you worthy to go? Not by your
efforts or works. But always because of Christ! Trusting that his invite is for
you is what makes you feast-worthy – therefore, come and receive. You are
worthy in Him. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
O Lord, grant to Your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be
cleansed from all their sins and serve You with a quiet mind; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Reformation Day
OCTOBER 31, 2022

Today’s Reading: Romans 3:19-29
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 32:28-52; Matthew 20:17-34
“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it” (Rom. 3:21).
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. A young Martin Luther trembled at the fear that
the all-knowing, wrathful Judge was watching his every move and weighing it
on the cosmic scale of right and wrong. It was not the first time Luther trembled
at the thought of being judged by Jesus. As a boy, the wrathful image of Jesus
in the stained glass windows of his church in Mansfield brought him terrors.
Every funeral he attended and every death he heard of drove home the fact that
one day he would have to give an account of his own life before the all-righteous
God. And Luther knew he couldn’t do it.
Frankly, you can’t either. There is blood on your hands and sin on your account.
God’s Law makes His perfect righteousness known – the impossible-to-keep
Law that yet demands perfection from you in all things. That time you lied to
your parents about where you had gone? Or the lustful desires for beautiful
flesh? Or the fact that you think your life isn’t fair when you should be content
with what God has given you? All of that stands against you, and the righteous
God has more than enough to strike you down.
But there is a righteousness of God not connected with His Law. There is
a being right-with-God aspect that is all a gift for you who cannot do it.
The innocent Son lives perfectly in your place. Jesus the perfect sacrifice
on the cross is made a substitute for your faulty works. Now, His perfect
righteousness of His life and won by His death is credited to you. Your debt is
paid. Your account is clean. Not because of what you have done, because of
what Jesus has done for you. This is the righteousness of the Gospel that Martin
Luther rediscovered. This is made known not by judgment against you, but the
imparting of Jesus’ righteousness won for you. All Scripture bears witness to
this Gospel for you.
Your judge is merciful. You will have to give an account of your life after you
die, sure. But for believers in Christ, this is a merciful thing! It’s an accounting
where all your sins are covered and nothing stands against you. Believers are
judged mercifully, for the death of Jesus is their judgment. Christ for you. This
alone comforts your trembling heart, just as it comforted Luther’s. In the Name
+ of Jesus. Amen.
“Lord, help us ever to retain The Catechism’s doctrine plain As Luther taught
the Word of truth In simple style to tender youth.” (LSB 865:1; public domain).

HIGHER THINGS® REFLECTIONS
TRINITY 19-END OF THE CHURCH YEAR

13

All Saints’ Day

NOVEMBER 1, 2022
Today’s Reading: Matthew 5:1-12
Daily Lectionary: Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Matthew 21:1-22
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt. 5:3)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. All Saints’ Day is a day of backwards blessings.
Our Lord sets it up this way, as He pronounces blessings upon people who
don’t seem like they are blessed at all. It’s backwards from what natural man’s
reason and senses think it should be. Instead of the popular, the talented, the
good-looking or the rich having such blessings, it’s backwards. Those who
mourn, who are poor in spirit, who hunger and thirst for righteousness, who
are pure when purity is mocked, even those persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
Jesus says, “You are blessed.”
What nonsense is this? For our fallen reason, this is backwards. Jesus picks
people who seem the least blessed by God, and says they are blessed. But
something very profound is going on here. Jesus blesses people not because of
their current situation. He instead blesses people because of what their future
will be. He is speaking here to those who trust in Him, His invisible church of all
believers. It is as if Jesus is saying, “Because of what your future will be through
faith in Me, you are blessed now.”
Because yours is the kingdom of heaven, blessed are the poor in spirit. This
is you if you know your sins, regret them, and want to be clean. So trust in
God, from whom all blessings flow. Trust His Son, crucified for your sins and
risen for your justification. Trust that His forgiveness is for you. Because
you will be comforted with the blessings of everlasting salvation, blessed are
you who mourn now. In this life, the devil remains our enemy, and grieves us.
But by God’s blessing through faith in Christ, you overcome the devil, even if
sometimes tears flow.
While these may seem like backwards blessings, it is actually we who were
turned around, and not these blessings. We could not put them right. Now
through faith in Christ and hearing His Word, we are set straight again to
receive God’s blessings because of what Jesus will do for those who believe Him.
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all
times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son,
Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly
living that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have
prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Wednesday of the 20th Week after Trinity
NOVEMBER 2, 2022

Today’s Reading: Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, part 2
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 1:1-19; Matthew 21:23-46
Where is this written? The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and St.
Paul write: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do
inremembrance of Me.” In the same way also he took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
(Small Catechism, 6th Chief part, section 2)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. God’s written Word, Holy Scripture, is the only
fountain and source of what Christianity teaches, believes, and practices. We
see this especially with the Lord’s Supper. Scripture alone tells us what the
Lord’s Supper is, what it does, and why our communion service is how it is. We
dare not rely on Scripture mixed with human reason, or Scripture mixed with
sacred tradition, or Scripture mixed with our emotional reactions. Or anything
else for that matter. God’s Word alone determines what is true, not the mind or
emotions of man or even churches.
What is the Lord’s Supper? It is Jesus’ true body and blood, in and under the
consecrated bread and wine, for us Christians to eat and drink. Man’s reason
hates this. Branches of Christianity that rely on Scripture plus reason object
to the Biblical Lutheran teaching. But Scripture plus reason always leads to
reason outranking Scripture. If you deny Jesus’ body and blood in the Supper
based on Scripture plus reason, you really don’t have a logical reason to also
believe in the resurrection of the dead, the forgiveness of sins, or the existence
of God. Reason denies all this. And then you’d have no reason for hope,
certainty of salvation, or a lasting happiness, for that matter.
Holy Scripture alone is our foundation and source. What Scripture teaches
about the institution of the Lord’s Supper is clear. Jesus’ body and blood are
given to be eaten and drank. Sinners who repent and confess the faith the same
way eat and drink His body and His blood with their mouths, and they do this
for the forgiveness of sins. Though Jesus ascended into heaven, He is able to
join His body and blood into the bread and wine on earth by His Word, that
we might have these gifts of forgiveness and strength. In the Name + of Jesus.
Amen.
“O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee My heartfelt thanks forever be, Who hast so
lovingly bestowed On me Thy body and Thy blood.” (LSB 632:1; public domain).
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Thursday of the 20th Week after Trinity
NOVEMBER 3, 2022

Today’s Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 3:6-4:2; Matthew 22:1-22
“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him
return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon.” (Isa. 55:6-7)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Seek the Lord while He may be found. For a
time will come when people will seek Him, but won’t be able to find Him.
They will call on Him to save them, and He will not. This will come on the
Last Day, when the door is closed and many who were Christian in name
only cry out to Jesus, “Lord, Lord,” as if that was the same thing as faith in
Christ. Before that day comes, seek the Lord. Seek Jesus. Pursue receiving
the means of grace. Prioritize it. Drop everything else and come hear your
pastor preach the Gospel at the times set for this.
For at this time, the Lord is near. Now, the Son of God has come close to us,
by taking on our human flesh. Likewise, He has bridged the gap between
fallen sinners and the righteous God by shedding His blood as the innocent
Savior who dies in place of sinners. The Lord is near now, but He won’t
always be near. So seek Him where He may be found, when He may be
found, where He wants to be found. That is, seek Him in the means of grace
when they are offered.
“Seeking the Lord ‘’ according to Isaiah means that the wicked person must
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man must forsake his thoughts. You
cannot truly seek the Lord who rescues you from sin, if you want to remain
in your sins. Yet it is the work of the Holy Spirit alone who creates a clean
heart in you. He applies Jesus’ righteousness to you. And the Holy Spirit
guides you into the path of righteousness by leading you to faith in Christ.
From faith, comes both a converted will that wants to do works, and the
strength to do good works that cooperates with the Holy Spirit to bear the
fruits of faith.
These works do not save you. Works never do. Faith in Christ alone is what
saves. Therefore, seeking the Lord means repentance and faith in Christ. It
is by this that you find God’s compassion and abundant forgiveness as the
prophet says today. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Heavenly Father, guide our hearts to trust in Jesus Your Son for our
justification, and guide our steps to forsake our sins and thoughts. Through
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Friday of the 20th Week after Trinity
NOVEMBER 4, 2022

Today’s Reading:Ephesians 5:15-21
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 5:1-19; Matthew 22:23-46
“Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart.”
(Eph. 5:18b-19)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Christians are encouraged to learn psalms.
More than any other book of the Bible, the Psalms speak to every situation
and every emotion a believer may ever face in his life. The psalms speak
both from our perspective to God in prayers, laments, thanksgivings and
recounting of what God has done previously in Scripture. But the Psalms
also are God’s Word to us. They give God’s voice to us addressing our sorrow,
hope, trust, guilt, anger and more. And the very words we say in the Psalms
are given by God to us. Yes, even those destructive and bloody psalms about
bashing in heads with rocks or calling on God to break the teeth of enemies!
Even these are God’s Word, holy and sacred above the words of men!
The apostle Paul encourages us to address other believers (probably in
church, but also in our families) with psalms. There was a time, long before
MP3s and playlists, when people were encouraged to learn psalms by
heart. In the early centuries of Christianity, believers were encouraged to
sing psalms while they were working. At a time when you didn’t have the
background music of the radio or a playlist, singing the Psalms was a great
way to be grounded in God’s Word.
Did you know that Jesus is in the Psalms? Often, He is even the one speaking
the psalms. These poems point to the Savior of sinners, the Redeemer of
man, the fulfiller of creation and the key to life. Jesus and His death and
resurrection for our salvation stand at the heart of the Psalms. They must be,
for the Holy Spirit who fills the hearts of psalm-singers also reveals our Lord
and Savior to us. Even here. It is no surprise that any Word inspired by the
Holy Spirit also proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus who forgives sinners
freely. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
We sing of mercy and judgment unto You, O Lord, our Savior and Judge; help us
with the one, warn us with the other. Grant us Your humble servants, O Lord,
that a stubborn heart may depart from us, and that wicked things before our
eyes may not allure us, but that walking in the simplicity of innocence, You may
lead us on in Your pity and love, and absolve us as a truthful Judge; who lives
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.
Amen
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Saturday of the 20th Week after Trinity
NOVEMBER 5, 2022

Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 7:1-29; Matthew 23:1-12
“If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with
you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.” (Ps. 130:3-4)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. A guilty conscience cannot hide. Try as one
might, God sees what is done in secret. He knows the secrets of man’s heart.
He threatens a wrathful judgment against any who is charged with sin. Adam
and Eve in Gen. 3 could not hide from God. They stood before Him ashamed
as God cursed them for listening to the devil’s word. Likewise, if you try to
hide your sins from God, you cannot. You will have to give an account for your
sinful thoughts, words, actions, and the good that you failed to do.
But who then can stand before God’s awful throne of judgment? No one. Not
you. Not the most moral person you know. Not even the psalmist who wrote
Ps. 130. While Adam and Eve did technically stand before God when He cursed
them, it was more like cowering instead of actual standing. To stand before
God in Ps. 130 means to stand with boldness and confidence.
With God there is forgiveness. For with God is His Son Jesus whom He sent
to take your place. Your iniquities and sins were not marked against you but
against Him. Jesus, God and Man, lived perfectly in your place, and gave His
innocent life for your sins. Whatever is deserving of condemnation in you,
Jesus took as His own to give you a righteousness that was His own. His blood
was shed for you. Jesus suffered God’s wrath so that you might stand before
Him on the last day, and with a smile on your face. Beaming, thankful, radiant
because there is forgiveness with God for you on account of His Son.
Faith trusts this promise and breathes easier. For your sins are blotted out,
covered over, taken away from you. You will not have to give an account for
those covered sins, because there is nothing needing to account for. In place
of your sin and curse is Jesus’ free righteousness and blessing. In place of
terror is now joy. In place of sorrow at what you have become is comfort
because of what you will become in Christ. True, Jesus is the only one who can
stand before God the Father. But through faith alone, you stand with Him and
your sins are not charged to you. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Heavenly Father, thank you for Your deep love for me in Your Son, Jesus. Grant
me a strong faith that with all boldness and confidence, I may stand before You
on the last day with joy. Amen.
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The Third-Last Sunday of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 6, 2022

Today’s Reading: Matthew 24_15-28, Introit:Ps. 130:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: Ps.
130:3–4
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 8:18-9:12; Matthew 23:13-39
“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not
believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” (Mt.
24:23-24)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. This passage from Mt. 24 is often read as if
Jesus was meaning it only for those of His time. In the 1st century, when
many Jews were expecting God’s Messiah (or Christ) to appear, some falsely
proclaimed themselves as that promised savior. And Jesus rightly warned
His hearers to not follow those other guys, because they were frauds. So this
did apply then.
But Jesus also warns us today. For there are false christs today too. Today,
false christs tend to go by the same name as the true Christ: Jesus. One
church proclaims Jesus as a social radical who now teaches that sin is no
longer sinful. One church preaches a Jesus who will make you financially
wealthy if you believe enough. One church proclaims Jesus as a cheerleader
who gets you to do enough good works to enter heaven. Still another church
says that Jesus has done His part to save you, but the rest is up to you now.
All of these are false christs. So if anyone says, “Look, Christ is here in this
church,” but the pastor proclaims these false doctrines? He is pointing you to
a different guy than the savior we know, a false christ. It’s just that their false
savior also happens to have the same name as our true savior.
The true Christ is the One who saves sinners as a free gift. The true Christ
is the sacrifice whose gory bloodshed and disturbing death is your peace.
The true Christ is a physician for the afflicted and tormented soul, but He
has nothing to give those who think they are already well without Him. The
true Christ is risen from the dead and sits at God’s right hand. The true
Christ washes sins away by the water of Baptism and adopts those baptized
into God’s family. The true Christ gives His body to eat in and under the
consecrated bread, and His blood to drink in and under the consecrated
wine. The true Christ is the Shepherd of lost sheep. God be praised. In the
Name + of Jesus. Amen.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of
Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we
may obtain; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

HIGHER THINGS® REFLECTIONS
TRINITY 19-END OF THE CHURCH YEAR

19

Monday of the Third-Last Week
NOVEMBER 7, 2022

Today’s Reading: Exodus 32:1-20
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 11:1-23; Matthew 24:1-28
“And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving
tool and made a golden calf. And they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ (Ex. 32:4)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. A translation issue from the original Hebrew helps
unlock this text, and an archaeological discovery helps too. The translation issue is
this – the Hebrew word for “God” is in the plural. This means the Hebrew translator
has to decide if the text is talking about God or false gods when he sees the same word
(elohim). In Ex. 32:4, it should be, ‘This is your god.’ There was only one golden calf
Aaron made, so how could he say that was multiple gods? That makes no linguistic
sense at all. Instead, Aaron built the calf and said this was Israel’s God. It’s just that
he was wrong.
An archaeological issue also unlocks Ex. 32. Carvings have been discovered of
ancient idols standing on the backs of animals, usually bulls or lions. Idolaters
thought that their (false) gods had power over these creatures if they stood on their
backs. Notice, Aaron does not make a graven image standing on the calf. There’s
nothing but empty air there. That’s because God commanded that He should not be
made into idol form. Aaron was careful to follow that word. But Aaron also borrowed
pagan religious practices for God’s worship. Apparently, Aaron thought the
substance of the true God’s worship would stay the same, even if the style changed to
be more relevant to his day. But this blended worship angered God.
God’s worship should never be designed by popular opinion poll, or what we think
relates to sinners best. That’s because we are sinners in need of a salvation we
cannot come up with. God alone has won salvation for us in His Son Jesus, by His
death for our sins. And God delivers this salvation by the Word of the Gospel and the
sacraments. Worship practices are to correspond to this. The historic liturgy does
correspond to this. The worship of the historical Lutheran church is based chiefly on
what conforms to the Word of God and its doctrine best. God is the God who justifies
sinners freely on account of Jesus’ death. In worship we come on holy ground, and
leave the infatuations of our pleasure-seeking world at the door. Lutheran worship
is not bound to this time. It is timeless. And that all makes it good. In the Name + of
Jesus. Amen.
Heavenly Father, guide our worship that we do not anger You by conforming it to what
this evil world thinks is best, and grant that we may be Christ-centered and countercultural in worship. Amen.
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Tuesday of the Third-Last Week
NOVEMBER 8, 2022

Today’s Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 20:1-18; Matthew 24:29-51
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord. (1 Thes. 4:16-17)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Ancient Rome had a unique way to celebrate
a visit from the emperor. If the emperor was coming to a city for a state
visit, watchmen would play trumpets to let the people of the city know the
emperor had come. When they heard the trumpet blast, the people went out
of the city walls to welcome the emperor. Then they all processed back into
the city, the people going along with the emperor and his men.
Something like this is going to happen on the last day. But we have more than
an earthly emperor who is coming. We have Jesus. He who died and is risen,
who ascended and fills all things, who is the king of kings and lord of lords,
He is coming! Like the ancient Romans, so believers also will go to meet the
Lord as He is coming, and join with Him as He comes to earth in judgment.
What Paul is describing in 1 Thes. 4 is not some kind of ‘holy hovering,’ but a
welcoming party of believers for their long-awaited Lord.
Why can you anticipate Jesus’ final coming with joy? It’s because He has
redeemed you from your sins. Without faith in His Word, a person can
only fear Christ’s coming, for He comes to judge the world and the people
in it. Only through faith in God’s Word and promise can you have joy and
confidence before Christ the judge. Not by your efforts, not by your cheery
attitude or your abilities, not by anything that is in you can you have this
confidence and boldness on the last day. The only way to welcome Jesus
without fear is trusting His Word of absolution. You stand forgiven on
account of what He has done. Because of that, you gladly await the heavenly
trumpet so that you might welcome Jesus and join Him. In the Name + of
Jesus. Amen
“Come, O Christ, and loose the chains that bind us; Lead us forth and cast
this world behind us. With You, the Anointed, Finds the soul its joy and rest
appointed.! (LSB 679:5).
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Wednesday of the Third-Last Week
NOVEMBER 9, 2022

Today’s Reading: Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, part 3
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 22:1-23; Matthew 25:1-13
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? These words, “Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us that in the Sacrament
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For
where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.
			
(Small Catechism VI, Lord’s Supper, 3rd question)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. There is much benefit to taking the Lord’s
Supper at your congregation. It may not seem like it. Don’t go by what it
seems like. As with everything in the Lord’s Supper, what it seems like is not
what it is. What it is, is what Jesus’ Word says. So close your eyes and open
your ears, hearing the Word of the Lord. That Word today says, ‘Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’
Forgiveness of sins is not a small, trivial matter. Forgiveness of sins is the
difference between life and death. Now here one might object and say,
‘But I have forgiveness of sins without the Lord’s Supper!’ That may be, but
remember what holds on to the forgiveness of sins – that is, faith. Faith is
not an arrogant, stubborn attitude that objects to what God gives. Anyone
who objects to what God wants to give should also look carefully at himself
and ask himself if he even has faith. Because faith in Christ gladly receives
what Jesus wants to give. Faith in Christ can never get enough of what Jesus
wants to give, especially where the forgiveness of sins is concerned. Smug
unbelief and arrogance, however, object to what Jesus gives. Smug unbelief
and arrogance don’t want the forgiveness Jesus gives nor does an unbeliever
think he needs that forgiveness. Thus, smug unbelief and arrogance will be
condemned on the last day, no matter how many times that person says to
Jesus, ‘Lord, Lord.’
Jesus knows what you need more than you do. He sees clearly, your vision
is distorted. So trust the One who died and rose, who also says His Supper
is ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’ Trust this Word and
find spiritual comfort by it. By taking the Sacrament in faith and the same
confession of the faith, you take this precious gift for your forgiveness and
sanctification. Despites your sins, Jesus says this Sacrament is given for you.
Trust Him then, and gladly receive. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
“In these last days of great distress, Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness
That we keep pure ‘til life is spent Your holy Word and Sacrament.” (LSB 585:2;
text, copyright Concordia Publishing House, 1982)
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Thursday of the Third-Last Week
NOVEMBER 10, 2022

Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-20
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 23:1-20; Matthew 25:14-30
“I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no
more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the Lord.” (Jer.
23:4)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Today God teaches you why you have a pastor. And
that is, God gives you a pastor so that you might be spiritually cared for, that you
wouldn’t be afraid, that you wouldn’t feel hopeless and that you wouldn’t wander off
into grave danger. Also that you wouldn’t be afraid of death and damnation, let alone
fears of a hopeless future. This is the task and the calling of pastors. And they carry
this task out especially as they teach you Holy Scripture, as they proclaim the Good
News of Jesus to you, as they warn you and as they forgive you, as they offer the Body
and Blood of Jesus to you in the Lord’s Supper. These are the tools pastors use to care
for God’s sheep, which includes you.
In the prophet Jeremiah’s time, however, those who were tasked with the teaching
and proclamation of God’s Word were false teachers. They did not speak God’s
Word but their own dreams and ideas. These shepherds did not care for the people
entrusted to them. Their sermons were full of ideas of God’s peace. However, they
would not warn people away from their sins. These false prophets made it seem like
God loved sins and wanted people to continue in their sins. Because of that, God’s
anger was against the false prophets and the people who supported them.
You are a sheep of God. You are called to be His and to be loved by Him through
the mouth of your pastor. But you have to listen. Listen to the Word. Listen
carefully. Something is right and true not because even a pastor says it, but only
if it agrees and confesses what God’s Word says. However, your pastor also might
say something that is from God’s Word, and you just weren’t aware of it. If you hear
something off in a sermon, politely ask him if he meant what you heard. It could be
that you just heard it wrong.
What if you don’t have a pastor now? What if your church is “vacant”? Pray that God
fulfills His promise in today’s passage. Pray that God sends you a shepherd who will
care for you, that you may not be afraid or dismayed. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
O Lord, guard and keep us under the care of faithful pastors who proclaim Your Word
purely and protect us even from dangers we don’t know. Amen.
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Friday of the Third-Last Week
NOVEMBER 11, 2022

Today’s Reading: Matthew 25:31-46
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 23:21-40; Matthew 25:31-46
“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.’” (Mt. 25:34)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats can
be confusing. This parable is about judgment day, when all people have
to stand before Jesus and be judged. But Jesus will not welcome many to
eternal life and salvation. Many will go to eternal death and condemnation.
Who can be saved? In Mt. 25, it seems like Jesus is saying that salvation
comes by doing enough good works. He praises those who fed Him, clothed
Him, visited Him, etc. But He condemns many who thought they had done
enough good works and tells them He never knew them. If you have to rely
on your works to be saved, you will never be certain of your salvation. You
will doubt, because there’s always some sin in your history. Further, you
won’t be able to be saved. No one has done enough, not you, not your pastor,
no one. No one can be saved by doing enough works.
But the parable of the sheep and goats is not about salvation by works. It
is about salvation through faith in Christ alone. How so? Jesus tells the
sheep that they get to ‘inherit’ salvation. How does one inherit? Not by
works! Rather, one must be chosen by a person before he dies. Then after
he dies, his will and testament announces that the heir can now receive
the inheritance. For Christians, Jesus has chosen you out of great love to
redeem you from your sins. He lived perfectly in your place, and gave His
innocent life to die for your sins. But before He died, Jesus set up His will
and testament – the new testament in His blood given at the Lord’s Supper.
Here He offers you forgiveness, life and salvation. And His death for you
makes that inheritance real. You can reject it in unbelief. You can reject this
inheritance His death has provided. But, why would you want to? By this
inheritance that you did not work for or earn, you receive eternal salvation.
The good works Jesus mentions in Mt. 25 are the proof your faith in Christ
was real. These works were evidence of faith, but not reasons why you can
be saved. God be praised. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
“I do not merit favor, Lord, My weight of sin would break me; In all my guilty
heart’s discord, O Lord, do not forsake me. In my distress this comforts me
That You receive me graciously, O Christ, my Lord of mercy!” (LSB 625:4; public
domain)
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Saturday of the Third-Last Week
NOVEMBER 12, 2022

Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 25:1-18; Matthew 26:1-19
“Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down
from the sky” (Ps. 85:11).
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. This is a remarkable Scripture passage. Ps. 85
is a cry from God’s people for His blessing. Reminding God of His previous
good favor for His undeserving people, the psalmist remembers how God
restored the fortunes of Jacob (meaning His people, Israel) at times in
their history. When God brought destruction, enemy armies, famines and
disease, God’s people were brought to their knees to repent of their sins. But
then they trusted in the Word of hope that the prophets brought. This cry of
repentance moved God’s heart at times past, and He spared His people and
brought them blessings. Even if it didn’t always seem like a blessing at the
time.
Today, the psalmist also reminds us about the nature of faithfulness.
Faithfulness, he says, “springs up from the ground.” This is partly a reminder
of Gen. 2. When God made the first man, He fashioned Adam out of the dust
and dirt. Then breathing in His Holy Spirit, the man became a living person.
In that sense, Adam also “sprang up from the ground.” The fact that Ps. 85
uses this language suggests it has Gen. 2 in mind. Faithfulness is created.
It is not something that we can make or help make. We are on the receiving
end of coming to faith. God the Holy Spirit is the creator of faith, just as He
first brought Adam’s lifeless body to new life that had been made from the
dirt.
Faithfulness springs up from the ground. That’s because God grows it. He
plants the seed of the Word in hearts, and brings the hearers to faith as
they grow up in the Word. Faithfulness is created. It is therefore a gift of
God. Meanwhile, Ps. 85 also says that “righteousness looks down from the
sky.” God’s righteousness means being right with God. This happens by the
Gospel that does not charge your sins against you, but counts you as pure
and innocent despite them. Now that Jesus is ascended into heaven, God’s
righteousness also looks down on you from heaven. For God’s righteousness
is found in Jesus. The Holy Spirit takes this righteousness and presses it to
you. He applies it, taking Christ and His righteousness from heaven, and by
the means of grace bringing Jesus to you on earth. By this He sustains you
even in times of hardship as well as good times. Faithfulness springs up
from the ground. Righteousness looks down from the sky. Remarkable. But
that’s always how God is. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Lord, look upon Your people with favor on account of Christ, and sustain us in
faithfulness. Amen.
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The Second-Last Sunday of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 13, 2022

Today’s Reading: Matthew 25:31-46, Introit:Ps. 85:1, 7, 9, 11; antiphon:
Jer. 29:11a, 12
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 26:1-19; Matthew 26:20-35
“Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see
you sick or in prison and visit you?’” (Matthew 25:37–39)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The end of the church year focuses on the
eschatological judgment of God, and where there is judgment language,
there is also talk of good works. Good works can be the third rail of Lutheran
theology. We say that words like ‘necessary,’ ‘should,’ and ‘must’ can be used
when speaking of the relation between Christians and good works. At the
same time, we also reject the language that good works are necessary for
salvation or that salvation cannot happen without them (FC Ep IV).
If that wasn’t confusing enough, the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats
shows us that good works are also invisible. Neither those on the left nor
the right are aware of their works. The sheep wonder when they did them
while the goats ask when they didn’t do them. This is because good works,
strictly speaking, are not something that we do. Good works are the result
of God working in us. In other words, good works arise naturally in the
believer because of God’s actions in them. God is both the source and the
doer of your good works. Your good works began with God working on you
in the waters of Baptism, and your good works continue as you live out your
baptismal identity. They continue as you fulfill the various vocations that
God has given you.
They are largely invisible because you have been freed from having to count
them, track them, or keep any kind of record of them. You don’t have to pile
up good works like extra-curricular activities for a college application. Good
works flow from faith. They do not lead to it. This is the truth of what Christ
did for you on the cross. Without faith in Christ, no work is good. With faith
in Christ, even the most mundane action can become a good work that only
God can see. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in you, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
O Lord, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever
mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your just judgment, we may
be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with Your forever hereafter;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Monday of the Second-Last Week
NOVEMBER 14, 2022

Today’s Reading: Daniel 7:9-14
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 29:1-19; Matthew 26:36-56
“And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be
destroyed.” (Daniel 7:14 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. At the end of a movie the credits roll and the
screen goes dark, signaling the end of the story. At the end of a book there
is nothing after you get to the back cover, there are no more pages to turn.
What about the end of the world? What happens after the end times? Movies
and books now come in multi-part series; will human history get a sequel?
Many in the ancient world thought that history was cyclical and without
meaning. Times were good and times were bad in a never-ending cycle that
wasn’t headed anywhere. In other words, they didn’t ask about the next
story because there was no story to begin with.
The bible teaches us that human history has a beginning and an end. Even
better than that history has a planned end, a telos, a goal that God is moving
it towards. This means that the end does not mean that the story is over.
This means that we get more than a sequel, more than a continuation of the
narrative. What awaits us is life in the everlasting dominion of the one like a
son of man.
This will be life as it was meant to be, life without the consequences of the
fall. Life in the very presence of the Creator, life that will never end. This is
the life that Christ obtained for you through his death on the cross. Jesus
conquered sin, death, and the devil for you and even now you are citizens in
His everlasting dominion. This life is not all that there is. There is more to
come and what is to come includes you. You have a place in God’s kingdom
because He sent Jesus to secure it for you. This life and this world will come
to its conclusion, but you will continue to the world without end. In the Name
+ of Jesus. Amen.
Christ sits at God’s right hand, His saving work complete, To reign till ev’ry foe
will lie Beneath His feet—All that the Father planned, The Son sought to fulfill,
When first He said, “Lord, here am I To do Your will.” (“Christ Sits at God’s Right
Hand” LSB 564, st. 1)
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Tuesday of the Second-Last Week
NOVEMBER 15, 2022

Today’s Reading: 2 Peter 3:3-14
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 30:1-24; Matthew 26:57-75
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Inigo Montoya put it best in The Princess
Bride when he said, “I hate waiting.” Waiting is the torture, waiting is
terrible. Even worse than waiting are those that make people wait. Dinner
is ready, but one guest has yet to show up. Everyone is ready to walk out the
door, but someone is still getting dressed. In each of these cases anger and
frustration are directed at those causing us to wait. They are the problem,
they are rude, and they are only concerned with themselves.
What if God is the one you are waiting for? Jesus promises in the gospels that
He is coming back, in Revelation he even says that He is coming soon. Yet
here the Church sits two thousand plus years later still waiting. Peter even
warns us that this waiting will cause scoffers to question all the promises of
God. Can God really be for you? Is He making you wait like this? Does a God
who never shows up even exist? Should that fact that Jesus has not returned
yet cause you to question your faith?
Is God being rude? Is he punishing you with this seemingly endless waiting
or is something else going on? Waiting on God is not like waiting for a guest
to arrive or for someone to get ready. What some people think is a delay in
the return of Christ is actually part of God’s mercy. God does not wish that
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. In other words,
Jesus has not come back in part because He was waiting on you to be part of
His people. In addition, He is waiting for all the others who will be part of the
uncountable multitude that is the Church. This waiting is not an individual
activity, it is a group activity. You don’t wait on God so much as we, the
Church, waits on God. While we wait God will continue to serve His gifts and
His people will continue to serve their neighbors.
At some point the waiting will be over and we will all dwell in the new
heavens and new earth where there will be all righteousness and no
waiting. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone, Short as the watch that
ends the night Before the rising sun. (O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733, st 4)
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Wednesday of the Second-Last Week
NOVEMBER 16, 2022

Today’s Reading: Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, part 4
Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 31:1-17,23-34; Matthew 27:1-10
“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along
with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament.
Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness of
sins.” (Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, part 4)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Does your diet define you? Do you eat to live or
live to eat? The answer to those questions probably depends on what you are
eating and why. Some meals are celebrations while others are merely fuel
stops to keep you going. We eat a variety of things for a variety of reasons
often without thinking too much about it. Regular family dinners, holiday
meals, burgers from the drive-thru, even the last stale pop-tart from the
back of the pantry can be part of what we eat on any given day. No matter the
what or the why this kind of eating is mainly about our bodily life. For better
or worse, what we eat has an effect on our physical health.
The Sacrament of the Altar, on the other hand, is a completely different kind
of eating. Here is a meal that delivers far more than nutrition. It has even
been called the medicine of immortality. This eating is about our spiritual
life. Here is a meal that strengthens faith and forgives sins. Here is a meal
that is specifically given to and for the Christian. This is the meal of the
baptized. This is a meal that is God’s gift to you. This is a meal where God
serves you. Communion is not something that you do, it is something that
you receive. This is a meal where Jesus himself is present giving Himself to
you. Here is a place where what happened on the cross for all is applied to
you personally.
What makes this eating so special? This is a meal instituted by Christ for
his followers. This is a meal that combines the elements with the Word and
promise of God. This is a meal where in and under the bread and wine are
the body and blood of Jesus given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This is a meal that benefits you in the here and now while at the same time
serving as a foretaste of the feast to come. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Thy body, given for me, O Savior, Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, These
are my life and strength forever, By them my hungry soul is fed. Lord, may Thy
body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! (Thy Body, Given for Me, O
Savior LSB 619 st 1)
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Thursday of the Second-Last Week
NOVEMBER 17, 2022

Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 33:1-22; Matthew 27:11-32
“In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And
this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’”
(Jeremiah 33:15–16 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. High school might seem like the perfect preparation
for the end of the world. After all, each semester is eschatological in nature. At the
end of every academic term, you are judged and must prove your worth to move on.
You take exams to prove your righteousness, your worthiness, to advance to the next
class or even the next school year. This is especially true in your senior year where
you have to prove you’re righteous enough to leave high school while at the same
proving that you are righteous enough to be let into whatever is next in your life. Your
grades, your extra-curricular activities, your accomplishments, are all judged by
those with your future in their hands.
Some think that the end of the world seems to be very similar in nature. On the last
day you will be judged, and your eternal fate will depend on your righteousness. All of
the stuff that you have done will be used to determine what kind of afterlife you move
on to. That is a fully frightening thought. Imagine being in the presence of God with
nothing but your works, your thoughts, and your sins in your admission packet. This
would be like taking the final for a class you never attended, never did the reading,
and didn’t even know you were in.
Thankfully what is true for high school is not true for the Kingdom of God. The
righteousness you have now, the righteousness by which you have already been
judged is not yours. You have been given the righteousness of Christ Himself. The
Lord is your righteousness and because of that you have nothing to fear from the
end. The righteousness needed to move from this world to the next is not an earned
righteousness, it is a gifted righteousness. It is a righteousness that God has given to
you because of Jesus. You have nothing to fear from the judgment to come because
Jesus already experienced that judgment for you on the cross. There he exchanged
your sins for His righteousness. The end will come but you are already saved, and you
will dwell securely. For you there will be no final exam. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

May we in faith its message learn Nor thanklessly its blessing spurn; May we
in faith its truth confess And praise the Lord, our righteousness. (The Gospel
Shows the Father’s Grace LSB 580 st 6)
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Friday of the Second-Last Week
NOVEMBER 18, 2022

Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 37:1-21; Matthew 27:33-56
“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?””
(Matthew 27:46 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” When Jesus speaks these words from the cross, he is doing more than
making a cry of lament. The words he speaks would have been recognized
by those witnessing his crucifixion as coming from Psalm 22. This means
that He is not just complaining to God. In speaking these words, Jesus is
bringing the entire psalm into play. This lament, in the mouth of Jesus,
becomes a way to understand the cross itself. With these words Jesus shows
that the psalm is about Him. Even more than being about Him, Psalm 22 is
spoken by Him.
Psalm 22 starts with a lament, but it does not end there. The psalm quickly
moves from the questioning of God to a declaration of confidence in
salvation and the future of God’s people. In other words, Jesus does not
lament in despair but in faith. His suffering is real, but so is His expectation
that the suffering serves a purpose. He is forsaken, but He will not remain
forsaken. And because He is forsaken no one else needs ever be forsaken.
Because He was forsaken you will not be forsaken.
The speaker of Psalm 22 describes His suffering, the mocking of the people,
the piercing of His hands and feet, and even the casting of lots for his
clothes. He also speaks of the deliverance of God, the comforting of the
afflicted, and all the nations of the earth worshiping the Lord. Out of the
suffering of the one comes salvation for all. In the midst of his crucifixion,
Jesus gives us a way to understand it. He gives us a way to see in the cross
victory and not defeat. He gives us a way to see in His cross, His glory.
The forsakenness of Jesus becomes a message to future generations that
will be added to the people of God. The psalm that begins with lament ends
with a proclamation of hope. “Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told
of the Lord to the coming generation; they shall come and proclaim his
righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has done it.” (Psalm 22: 30-31)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
Can we fathom such deep mercy? Do we see what God has done? Who can grasp this
great reversal: Love that gives His only Son? Christ, the sinless for the sinners, For the
many dies the One. (Jesus, Greatest at the Table LSB 446 st 4)
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Saturday of the Second-Last Week
NOVEMBER 19, 2022

Daily Lectionary: Jeremiah 38:1-28; Matthew 28:57-66
“Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is
as nothing before you. Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! “And
now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you. Deliver me from all my
transgressions. Do not make me the scorn of the fool!” (Psalm 39:5, 7–8 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. “We’re all going to die!” is something you hear
a character exclaim in a movie as the plane goes down, the ship sinks, or
the building explodes. More often than not, in many movies these words are
used as comic relief as if the notion of death is something to be laughed at.
Truth be told, death is no joke. It is the one thing that we all have in common.
Someday each of us will die. The end of the church year offers us the perfect
opportunity to reflect on all things eschatological including the end of our
own lives.
At first glance, the words of Psalm 39 that make up the Introit might
seem to offer no help. They describe our lives as fleeting, nothing but a
few handbreadths. No matter how many years we have, our lifetimes are
nothing before God. If our lives are nothing, then do they mean anything? If
death is what awaits us all after a life that puts a breath before God what is
the point?
As it turns out, death is not the end of the world. Death is not final, death
is not the end, and even if our earthly lives are nothing before God, we are
something before God. In other words, your death is not the end of you.
God has seen to it that you continue after death. Here is the truth of the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus for you. You were baptized into the death of
Jesus and now He is your hope. Death did not hold Jesus, and death will not
hold you. Jesus conquered death on the cross and he will lead you through
death to eternal life in the new heavens and the new earth that awaits us
all. Your life may be a few handbreadths before God, but it is not the only life
that you have. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
O Christ, who shared our mortal life And ended death’s long reign, Who healed
the sick and raised the dead And bore our grief and pan: We know our years on
earth are few, That death is always near. Come now t us, O Lord of Life; Bring
hope that conquers fear. (O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life LSB 552, st 1)
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The Last Sunday of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 20, 2022

Today’s Reading: Matthew 25:1-13, Introit: Ps. 39:4–5, 7– 8; antiphon: Is.
35:10
Daily Lectionary: Daniel 1:1-21; Matthew 28:1-20
“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” (Matthew
25:13 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. How are you supposed to be prepared for the
ending when you have no idea when the ending is coming? The ten virgins
in our reading couldn’t even stay awake until midnight when they knew
the bridegroom was on his way. Half of them didn’t even bring enough oil
for their lamps. The parable comes to an end without letting us know what
happened. Did the 5 foolish virgins gain entry to the celebration or not?
The Church has been waiting for Jesus to return for almost two thousand
years, that is a lot of lamp oil. Is that all the Christian life is, living in a
constant state of wakeful watching? If your concentration slips for just a
second, will you wake to find yourself on the wrong side of the door to the
party? How do you make sure you have enough oil when you don’t know
how long it will have to last?
To make a long story short the oil for your lamp is a renewable resource
and God is the one who keeps your supply topped off. The resurrection
of Jesus marked the inauguration of a new age that has not yet come to
fulfillment. You are Christians for the long haul. This is a faith that can
take you from cradle to grave. It is a faith for a lifetime. At the same time,
it is faith that must be taken care of, faith that must be fed and nurtured. It
is a faith that comes from hearing the word and receiving the sacraments.
In other words, it is faith that needs oil so that its light does not sputter and
die. Oil comes from the one baptism for the remission of sins, oil comes
from the absolution, oil comes from the communion of the saints. Your
lamp remains lit because God Himself tends the flame.
The church is not a one and done kind of place. You are not left alone
waiting. This is why we gather every week around the word of God and
receive the gifts of God. We may not know when Jesus is coming back but
because he has made us into his people and continues to be with us even
unto the very end of the age, we will be ready when he comes back. In the
Name + of Jesus. Amen.
O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our
sins which by reason of our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be
delivered by Your bountiful goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Monday of the Last Week of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 21, 2022
Today’s Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25
Daily Lectionary: Daniel 2:1-23; Revelation 18:1-24
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things
shall not be remembered or come into mind.” (Isaiah 65:17 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Dying and going to heaven is not the ultimate
fate of the Christian. We are not promised a disembodied life floating on a
cloud while playing a harp. To be sure there is life after death in the presence
of Jesus. This is where all the dearly departed are even now as the Church
in heaven waits for the full consummation of the kingdom of God. What
the dearly departed are now experiencing, however, is only temporary.
There is life after death and then there is life after life after death. There is
resurrection and an embodied life in the new heavens and new earth. This is
the promise that awaits all God’s people. This is the promise that awaits you.
Your body is not to be escaped or shed; it is to be redeemed.
The fix for broken creation, the fix for the fall into sin is new creation. Before
the fall God declared his creation good. God’s work of new creation has
already begun. It started with the incarnation. It started with the coming
of Jesus. The Creator Himself entered into His creation to make all things
new. The healings and miracles of Jesus can all be seen as the response of
creation to the presence of the Creator. On the cross Jesus paid the price
for all that was broken in creation. He took the punishment for the fall and
changed the nature of death itself. Its rule over creation has been broken.
His resurrection signaled the inauguration of a new age where death has lost
its sting. Creation remains fallen, but already the new age has dawned.
You are part of God’s work of new creation. In baptism you were created
anew. You were washed clean in the water attached to the Word and made
ready to live in the new heavens and new earth that are to come. Now you live
as a new creation in a fallen world, you live as someone who is at the same
time sinner and saint. At the coming of the kingdom, you will be resurrected
into a new heaven and a new earth, all saint and no sinner where nothing of
the fall will come to mind. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
O sweet and blessed country, The home of God’s elect! O sweet and blessed
country That faithful hearts expect! In mercy, Jesus, bring us To that eternal rest
With you and God the Father And Spirit, ever blessed. (Jerusalem the Golden
LSB 672, st 4)
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Tuesday of the Last Week of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 22, 2022
Today’s Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Daily Lectionary: Daniel 2:24-49; Revelation 19:1-21
“But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.” (1
Thessalonians 5:8 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. ‘No Shirt, No Shoes, No Service.’ You’ve probably seen
the signs in stores or restaurants but have never thought about the biblical
truth behind the saying. Did you know that as Christians you have to be
properly dressed for the second coming of Jesus? What does one wear to the
eschaton? Luckily, you won’t need a new outfit for the Parousia. The same
armor of God that you don for your everyday life as a Christian is all you
need to wear for the day of the Lord.
The breastplate of faith and love and the helmet of the hope of salvation are
something that you already have and something that you wear every day,
you just know them by another name. They are the robes of righteousness
given you in your baptism. In other words, they are your baptismal identity.
God has already given you all that you need to be properly clothed for the
second coming of His Son.
This section of Thessalonians drips with baptismal language as Paul writes
to Christians who needed to be reminded who they were. Members of the
Thessalonian church were besieged by a hostile culture that caused them
to question their very identity as Christians. Some even wondered about
the fate of church members who died before Jesus returned. In response
Paul reminds them who they are. They are children of the light; they have
put on the armor of God. They are not destined for wrath. All this language
came from the very liturgy that had been part of their baptisms. They are
no longer what they were, they are no longer of the darkness, nor do they
practice the pagan worship they used to. Not even death changes the reality
of baptismal identity. The dearly departed have the same promise as those
who are alive.
What was true for them is also true for you. Your baptism changed you and
you were given a new identity and you put on Christ Himself. Clothed with
Christ in baptism, you have nothing to fear from the end. It may come like a
thief in the night, but the armor of God will keep you safe until the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen
Once in the blest baptismal waters I put on Christ and made Him mine; Now
numbered with God’s sons and daughters, I share His peace and love divine
(Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters LSB 598, st 1)
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Wednesday of the Last Week of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 23, 2022
Today’s Reading: Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, part 5
Daily Lectionary: Daniel 3:1-30; Revelation 20:1-15
But that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these
words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins” (Small Catechism
Sacrament of the Altar, part 5)
In the Name + of Jesus. Are you cool enough to commune? That seems like a
silly question, but sometimes that is what it sounds like is being referred to
when we talk about being worthy to receive the body and blood of the Lord
in the Sacrament of the Altar. Is that what really lies behind the notion of
being worthy to commune? Is admittance to the table based on some kind of
ecclesiastical coolness factor and if it is, you want to be cool, don’t you?
The language about worth makes it sound like there is something that you
can do to make yourself worthy to receive communion. If this was the case,
then communion would be the reward you got for being properly prepared
for it. It would be the recognition that you had made yourself worthy. The
Lord’s Supper would become the meal that you earned through your efforts.
You did your part, now God is bound to do His. If worthiness to commune
was based on your efforts how many times a year could you do the work
necessary to commune?
Thankfully this is not what the language of worthy to commune is referring
to. There is no coolness factor, ecclesiastical or otherwise that you have to
worry about or work towards. Communion, like baptism, like the gospel
itself, is not a reward, it is a gift. Communion is not something that you earn
the right to receive by making yourself worthy. Like all gifts it is something
that is given. You don’t get communion; you receive it as a gift. If communion
is a gift, then so too is the status of being worthy to receive it. Belief in the
words ‘given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins’ is what makes you
worthy to commune. Belief that the Lord’s Supper is for you is all you need
to approach the altar week after week without worry or fear that you are
unworthy. The very faith that makes you worthy to receive the gifts of God
is in itself a gift of God. He is the one who made you a Christian and He is the
one who has made you worthy to commune. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

We dare not ask how this can be, But simply hold the mystery And trust this
word where life begins: “Given and shed for all your sins.” (The Death of Jesus
Christ, Our Lord, LSB 634 st 5)
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Thursday of the Last Week of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 24, 2022
Daily Lectionary: Daniel 4:1-37; Revelation 21:1-8
“And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (Revelation 21:2 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Does where you live have anything to do
with who you are? For a lot of people, it does. They are proud citizens of
whatever town, city, or state they live in; it is part of their identity. They
like to participate in the public life of their community. Imagine if being
a Christian impacted that part of your identity and you could no longer
participate in the public life of your community. Imagine a place no longer
being part of who you are. Imagine not being able to go out to eat, go to
the big game, or even get a job. Imagine being told that you were a nobody
simply because you were a Christian.
This was the reality for many of the first Christians. The city they lived in
was a large part of their identity. Citizenship came with expectations and
responsibilities. There was even a religious aspect to everyday activities like
shopping, working, or even attending public events that involved worship of
false gods. Those who became Christians no longer did such things, and this
meant that they lost part of their identity. They could no longer participate
in the public life of their city. Believers were even accused of being bad
citizens. They were accused of being enemies of the very cities they lived in.
Some even found themselves wondering who they were. This remains true
in many parts of the world today where being a Christian comes at a severe
social and economic cost.
The Book of Revelation offers comfort to Christians facing that kind of
identity crisis. It reminds them that they do have a place-based identity,
they are citizens of the new Jerusalem come down from heaven. It reminds
them that even though they live in a hostile world, they still have a place that
is theirs. You too share in this identity. No matter where you find yourself
in this world that is passing away, you are a citizen of new Jerusalem. The
city that will someday come down out of heaven is your city. The water of life
that washed you in baptism will be yours to drink. No matter where you are
from, the City of God is where you are going. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
See the holy city! There they enter in, All by Christ made holy, Washed from
ev’ry sin: Thirsty ones, desiring All He loves to give, Come for living water, Freely
drink and live! (Christ is Surely Coming, LSB 509 st 2)
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Friday of the Last Week of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 25, 2022

Daily Lectionary: Daniel 5:1-30; Revelation 21:9-27
“But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”
(Revelation 21:27 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Just when the description of the new
Jerusalem come down from Heaven gets really good, you learn that there
is a catch. The only people allowed to enter it are those whose names are
written in the Lamb’s book of life. It’s almost as if the city is guarded by a guy
with a clipboard who checks to see if your name is on the list before he lets
you past the red velvet rope. What can you do to make sure that your name
is on the list? How do you get your name written in the book?
Variations on this question have been posed throughout the centuries of
church history, but the answers always seem to fall into the same category:
there is something that you must do to get your name written in the
book. What you have to do has some variation, sometimes the focus is on
actions, sometimes the focus is on knowledge, and sometimes the focus is
on mystical experience. No matter where the emphasis is, however, it all
comes down to something that you have to do to get your name written in
the book. You are responsible for putting your name on the list. Ultimately
these answers and even the question itself gets you nowhere. Any attempt
to get beyond the red velvet rope based on your own efforts is doomed to
fail. A place in the Lamb’s book of life is not something that you earn, it’s
something that is given. Being on the list is a gift.
It is the Lamb’s book of life, and He does all the writing in it. He wrote your
name in His book with His own blood. Nothing unclean will enter the city
and you have already been made clean by Jesus himself. Your name was
written in the book when he said, “it is finished” on the cross. You remain
clean every time you remember your baptism, your place in the city is
affirmed in every celebration of communion. There is no catch. The city
itself and your citizenship in it are the gifts of God for you. Your booking is
confirmed. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
My Savior paid the debt I owe And for my sins was smitten; Within the Book
of Life I know My name has now been written. I will not doubt, for I am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me; There is no condemnation! (The Day is Surely
Drawing Near, LSB 508 st 5)
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Saturday of the Last Week of the Church Year
NOVEMBER 26, 2022
Today’s Reading: Introit for the 14th Sunday after Trinity
(Psalm 84:1-2a, 4, 10b, 11b; antiphon: v.9-10a)
Daily Lectionary: Daniel 6:1-28; Revelation 22:1-21
“Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your
truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the
day long.” (Psalm 25:4–5 ESV)
In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The church year ends, the church year begins
anew. One day is in the last week of the church year and the next is in the
first week of Advent. In fact, the church year ends the same way that it
begins, waiting for the savior. The cry of maranatha can be a prayer for Jesus
to come as well as a declaration that He has come. This is the reality of our
lives lived between the comings of Jesus. We declare that He has come in the
incarnation, and we await His second coming at the end.
This makes the end of the church year different from the end of the calendar
year. The end of a calendar year is treated as a time to take stock, to reflect,
and to plan. A new calendar year is seen as a chance to start fresh. There is
even the temptation to try and become a new you in the new year.
A new church year on the other hand, is a time to pray for more of the same.
We pray for God to keep us in His Word. We pray for Him to keep us in the
faith. We pray for Him to continue to guide us in the way that leads to eternal
life. While we wait for Him to return, we pray for Him to remain with us
and continue to give us His gifts. A church year that was for you has come
to an end; a new church year that is for you begins. The Jesus who was born
of Mary, is the Jesus who suffered under Pontius Pilate, crucified, died, and
buried. He is the Jesus who was raised on the third day and later ascended
into heaven. He is the Jesus who is with you now as you walk through the
valley of the shadow of death and is the Jesus that you wait for. Amen, Come
Lord Jesus. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.
What joy to know, when life is past, the Lord we love is first and last, the end
and the beginning! He will one day, oh, glorious grace, Transport us to that
happy place beyond all years and sinning! Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness! We are yearning for the day of Your returning! (O Morning
Star, How Fair and Bright, LSB 395 st 6)
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Martin Luther’s Morning and Evening Prayers taken from
the Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther.
Unless otherwise noted, Biblical quotations are from the ESV.
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